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Editor, Mark Raysin,  KG4GVJ    Email: hamchatter @ w4amc.com 

Amateur Radio 
“only fail-safe system” 

BARC’s Next Meeting  
On ZOOM and in 

Person! 
July 13, 2021, 7 PM 

 
 The meeting will be on ZOOM. 
See front page article in the 
April, 2020 Ham Chatter for 
details on setting up and signing 
in.  Contact Peter Van Houten, 
N4PVH, for details if you are 
having trouble setting up.  
   In Person will be at the 
Oakwood School, in the Music 
Room. 4000 MacGregor Rd, 
Greenville, NC. 
 
Subject will be  
 
All members, families and guests 
are invited to attend.  

   Field Day 2021 now complete. 

Even with Mark, KG4GVJ coming around at night, contacts 
were made. 

Board Meeting - July 27, 2021 
The meeting will be on ZOOM  at 
7:00 PM. All members invited.  

BARC Emergency Communi-
cation Workgroup (BECW) 

Zoom 7pm, July 20. 

 

BARC STARTING IN-PERSON General 
Meetings 
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Login for BARC meeting on Zoom 
 Peter Van Houten, N4PVH, will 
be running Zoom for the meeting.  To join, 
use his Zoom number, 699-723-8982.  The 
password will be sent via email.  If you 
have problems, call or email Peter or an-
other club member.   

Regular SESSIONS CANCELLED 
DUE TO COVID-19?  
 

 Study material at: 
 <http://www.arrl.org/courses-
training>. 
Please bring to the Test the 
following, required: 
• Photo ID (drivers license) 
• Original Amateur Radio License 
• Copy of Amateur Radio License 
• Original CSCE’s 
• Copy of CSCE 
• Test fee is $15.00 . 
 • Proof of Tech Plus if before 

3/21/87 and doing paper 
upgrade to  

 FRN number is required. * 
 A valid Email address will 

need to be provided. 
Go to <http://www.w4amc.com/
barcinfo.html#VE> for more 
information. 

Thoughts and Prayers go 
out to the following:  
 
 
Please inform the Vice 
President and Ham Chatter 
of any changes or needs.  
 

Well Wishes 

Next VE Session  

Happy 

Birthday 
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NEXT VE Testing session 
 
Will be XXXXXXXX, 2021.  
Space is limited and reser-
vations is required. Go to 
the ARRL website and 
lookup for testing in your 
neighborhood and lookup 
Gerald KN4CKL. 
 
You can practice at “Ham 
Test Online”          

VE News 

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club 
members birthdays in May: 

07-04 K4KK  David Sourdis 
07-12 KG4CZW Bonnie 
Pulver 
07-24 WA4MOK Bernie 
Nobles 
07-29 W4YDY Dave Langley  
 
Please let me know of any additions or 
corrections. If yours is missing, I don’t 
have it! Please, please email 
hamchatter@w4amc.com 

Presentation Ideas 
Needed                                                                                                                       

 
Who do you want to see 
or hear giving a Presen-
tation at the Meetings? 
Let Byron know. Email 
him at: 
bhighland@nc.rr.com 

Missing out on see-
ing folks in person at 
the meetings? We’re 
Starting up again! 
 
Join us on ZOOM  or in 

person. 
We miss seeing you 
too.  

The contents of this Newsletter 
doesn’t necessarily  express the 
opinion or views of Brightleaf Am-
ateur Radio Club or it’s members. 
No offence is intended. 

mailto:hamchatter@w4amc.com?subject=Birthday
mailto:bhighland@nc.rr.com
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Notes on FD 2021  
 
Dear Members: 
 
A note on Field Day 2021: 
 Well another year has passed and we managed to sur-
vive another edition of Field Day. I have fond memo-
ries of my first FD in 2001 as I had my first opportuni-
ty to get on the air since getting my license. It was a 
magical time of cooperation by dedicated club mem-
bers, coming together to get this herculean task done. 
As a new member of the Club, I was inspired to partici-
pate, and to contribute to a worthy goal. I had joined 
the Club with my own, personal goal of learning to 
work a radio and make contacts for my own enjoyment, 
but that first FD made clear to me the much bigger goal 
I should have been aiming for as well; the goal of 
providing a essential service to our community in times 
of disaster. 
 
 My first FD also taught me that despite our inspiring 
goal as a Club, we are all still human. There were per-
sonalities that interacted like oil and vinegar, but then 
again what group does not have that? If you shake it up 
enough, they interact and become salad dressing called 
FD. The other thing I noticed as a new Ham was that 
many people from different walks of life came together 
to make a team with the sole humanitarian goal to be 
prepared to assist the rest of humanity in case there was 
a disaster and all communications were lost. A rather 
lofty goal for a small group. A worthy goal that has 
stood the test of time and secured our place in society 
and our place in the frequency spectrum. We must con-

tinue to be that resource for society or loose our 
hard won position. Each one of us is as independ-
ent as a hog on ice (Ham on ice?) but yet we all 
come together to DO FIELD DAY! Lets not forget 
why we are here and loose our purpose. 
 
 This year was my 20th FD. It was held at the 
Oakwood school, which has generously allowed us 
room to put a ham station, a tower and antenna per-
manently there and use the room pretty much when 
we want to. Our sincere thanks to Oakwood. We 
have become “soft” in our old age and like the AC 
in the room while brining in the power and antenna 
feed lines through the window. The only thing we 
are missing is the tent! The important thing is being 
able to communicate independent of the electrical 
grid. 
 
Saturday 6/26/2021, 6:00am: 
 I was called into surgery to help someone Friday 
night and had to see them Saturday morning (post 
op). On the way to the hospital, I dropped off the 
first of two trailers at the FD site, saw the patient 
(doing well) and then returned to get the second 
trailer (ARES, EmComm, Gota trailer). I arrived at 
the site by 9am and found some club members as-
sembling. Our antenna specialist of the day was 
David K1KK who got started assembling antennas 
and feed lines out in the field. Mark KG4GVJ put 

President’s Corner, Peter Van Houten, 
     N4PVH 
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out the visitor forms and a guest sign in form and that 
was much appreciated. Lou W3LPR came and helped 
with the radio station set up and antenna farm that 
was growing. Eileen sent sandwiches, drinks, fruit, 
and snacks for everyone. Jim AC4JL and Beth 
KN4FZB arrived and helped secure the food for the 
dinner that consisted of Parkers BBQ with all the fix-
ings! Susan WA4AKB came from Raleigh with her 
pies. Judy W3JUU helped set up the tables and Doug 
K4ROK in his “hover mobile” was helping direct the 
crew. Most impressive was in the take down phase of 
the operation where Doug was running his “hover 
mobile” right through the shallow ponds of standing 
water getting things and not getting stuck! Impres-
sive driving! Dave W4YDY was taking pictures and 
documenting the herculean effort. Mike KD4MTT 
and Linda were real troopers helping out every where 
and especially in the take down. Many others came to 
help and brought food, helping hands or advice 
(many thanks to all the crew). 
 By 2:00pm we were not ready but still got two of the 
three stations on the air. Of course the Digital station 
was having Windows problems with the software and 
the logging program could not communicate over the 
WiFi like I had set it up at home where it all worked. 
The laptops that I provided had three versions of 
Windows and seemed to have problems connecting 
to each other. The logging software N1MM worked 
beautifully but the feature that allows the three sta-
tions to interact was hampered by Windows prob-
lems. This did not get straightened out until we aban-
doned WiFi and used ethernet cables. Typical Win-
dows problem of interfering with the drivers to con-
nect to the rigs was challenge that eventually got 
straightened out. Talk about high end technology 
failure in the middle of a critical mission, this is why 
we exist as amateur radio. when the “chips” hit the 
“fan” the simplest solution will survive and the com-
plicated ones will fail. 
 
 The best part of Saturday happened at about 4pm 
when I was exhausted and sat down in a chair to 
drink water and rehydrate watching Bob AF4QY and 
Beth KN4FZB at the phone station working together 
to make and record contacts. The delight on their fac-
es as they figured out the rig settings and controls 
and then made multiple contacts was fun to watch 
and made all the frustration and hard work of setting 

President’s Corner 

Continued 

up FD worthwhile. In the mean time Lou W3LPR 
and Jim AC4JL were running the FT8 station that 
finally was working and making contacts. David 
K1KK was hard on CW “paddling” his way to fame 
by coming slightly short of reaching 500 CW con-
tacts. 
 
 6:00pm dinner bell rang in everyone’s head except 
David who was out there setting up another antenna 
as the bands were going to change with sunset. 
Parkers BBQ with all the trimmings including Mac & 
Cheese was the highlight but also Beth brought a fab-
ulous orzo salad and Eileen came in with three differ-
ent salads (Greek pasta and vegetable  salad, cut veg-
etables and dip, and a garden salad). Of course we 
had a flowerless chocolate cake, Linda’s delicious 
cakes, Key Lime pies and Coconut pies, as well as 
imported (from Baltimore) Berger cookies and a tray 
of fresh fruit. No one left hungry including the guests 
and other family members. Mike KE4UGG visited 
and has older equipment to offer. After much rag 
chewing, we got back to work on the rigs and pulled 
an all nighter. 
 
 Sunday 6/27/2021: 
 Judy and Doug had offered to come back to the sta-
tions after a nap and they arrived at 3am to man the 
phone and digital stations. We eventually changed to 
two phone stations while David was whacking away 
on CW. David took a nap in his car while I decided to 
go home for a shower and a nap. For the first time in 
the last 5 years of FD, I felt that the stations were 
manned all night long and I did not need to stay to 
guard the equipment like I have done in the past 
sleeping on the floor of the room. For the first time 
people had volunteered to come back at all hours and 
man the stations to keep at least two rigs on the air. 
Now this works! We were visited by a new ham 
(Kevin KO4DXI) who had gotten his license during 
lock down and came out to see FD. David Price 
K4KDP of ARRL came and surveyed the site and 
was impressed with the antenna farm. Eileen sent a 
breakfast casserole and cooked sausages, as well as 
coffee to help us all stay awake. 
 
 Take down started at about 1:30pm as all operators 
were still at it and making contacts. We had to pull 
the plug on David as he worked it to 2pm trying to 
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make 500 contact (got to 495). Everyone including 
the Gonzalez family and all their sons came in to 
help clean up. By 4pm we had stowed all the 
equipment and cleaned up the place so it looked 
like we were never there! We sat in the AC cooling 
off when David realized he could not find his car 
keys. Thinking that they had fallen out of his pock-
et while sleeping in the car, we tore apart his full 
car but found nothing. A plan was hatched to drive 
David home and pick up his second set of keys and 
come back. Trying to lock the door of the car and 
walk away I noticed that it would not lock. I real-
ized that the keys must be inside and looked again, 
they are hidden behind the wheel in the ignition! 
Words cannot describe the grin on David’s face. 
That just tells you how tired we all were. Two trips 
with trailers accomplished the final cleanup. 
 
 We all decided that this was a “successful FD” as 
many dedicated members, and their families, 
pitched in and had fun getting everyone on the air. 
This was the first time in a long time we were 
working at least two stations all night long, no in-
terruptions. I cannot emphasize enough how im-
portant it is that we all VOLUNTEER TO HELP 
the Club from time to time, and then actually fol-
low through on what we promise to do. Our sur-
vival as a Club depends on everyone doing what 
they can willingly and reliably. Thanks to those 
who did participate in this FD, whether in person 
or behind the scenes, and to those who are dedicat-
ed to keeping the Club active in other ways, our 
community can rely on the promise we have made 
to provide an essential service in times of need. 
We can be ready in an emergency. I am so grateful 
for all the help so many Club Members offered 
selflessly to make FD a success. 
 If I have forgotten to include anyone who contrib-
uted in my thanks, please forgive me, since I had 
serious sleep deprivation brain fog! Remind me so 
I can thank you, since you should be recognized 
and appreciated for your extra efforts to support 
the Club. 
 
Mission accomplished! 
 
 73 Peter, N4PVH  

President’s Corner 

Continued 

Curtain Antenna 

K1KK doing CW 
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Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC) W4NC 

 

Like us, FARC is also having to 
deal with the Virus these days. 
They meet on the 2nd Monday 
of the month on ZOOM at 7:30 
PM. The Log on is 294 418 122 
with the Password being the 
club call in lower case. 
 
ARES/Auxcomm training is on 
the 3rd Thursdays at 8:30 PM at  
897-9792-5844. 
Tech-Talk is on Wednesdays at 
7:30 PM (informal) 549 621 
524. 
Password is their Call sign. 
From FARC website. 

  July is here and I’m late on the 
Chatter. I hope you all enjoyed 
Field Day 2021 in one form or an-
other. Even those who went on a 
Cruise to keep their better half 
happy. 
  As we all know, Field day helps 
us to learn what works, and what 
will fail. There was issues at the 
Field Day site for the Club, and 
there was issues at my home on 
my set-up. 
  My plans were to operate at 
home using the Icom 705, a Yeti 
1500X Power unit (Battery Gener-
ator) a 200 watt Solar panel, and a 
Silver Bullet 1000 Antenna. 
  Well, I tried to get my Laptop 
and Radio to work together so I 
can do Digital modes, but failed. 
Tried voice, only made two con-
tacts. Lot of pile ups out there. Al-
so had some noise possibly from 
the laptop power supply when I 
turned on the 120 Volt outlets on 
the Yeti. Note: the Yeti was Quiet.  
Unless it needed a cord to radiate? 
So I left the AC power off when I 
was operating. The Solar cells 
done well with the cloudy day and 
kept me charged up. Estimated 
time of running was around 33 
hours after removing the cells for 
the night. Around 9:30 pm, my 
wife said I was to shut down be-
fore she went to bed (Dogs were 
barking as I went in and out of the 
house). So a earlier ending than 
expected. 
 
Oh well, Next Year? 

Other Club’s Zoom 
Meetings and News 

Yabba-
Dabba-

Doo from 
“Bedrock” 

Mark, 
KG4GVJ 

Help the Editor. 
   Do you have something to say 
or post? Want to right a article? 
Any ideas? Comments and no-
tice’s of help needed (Personal or 
club needs or activities. Can be 
BARC related or other club’s). 
Have interesting photo’s or arti-
cles? Done something related to 
radio? Please let us know and we 
may add them to the Ham Chatter 
and web page Blog.  
 
  Send it along to the Editor at 
Ham Chatter.  We will see if we 
can fit it in. 
 
By the way, My sister and I joke 
about me being a “Ape in the 
Zoo”. 

KG4GVJ Operating Station 
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 The five USB 
channelized 60-meter fre-
quencies are available for in-
teroperability 
(communication between 
services). By convention, 
Channel 1 is designated the 
calling channel. This conven-
tion is established to train 
the amateur radio community 
to reach out on Channel 1 in 
times of national emergency, 
for information from the fed-
eral government. The ama-
teur radio community uses 
60 meters on a secondary 
basis with federal agencies. 
This and similar 60-meter in-
teroperability exercises are 

round in the Cascadia Radio 
Shack. Organizers thanked at-
tendees: "Thank you to all of our 
attendees! We have had an 
amazing turnout and we couldn't 
be happier with how the event 
went." 

St. Vincent Radio Amateurs on 
Alert During Volcano Emergen-
cy. - ARRL News  

ARES/AUXCOMM News 

BARC Needs YOU! 
 

BARC needs to know where You 
think we should go as a Club. 
Service the Community, Contest-
ing, Teaching, Elmering, What? 
Give us your thoughts. 
Contact Peter or the Ham Chatter. 

conducted during the first 
full week of each month. 
More information here. - 
ARRL News 

Check out the New England 
ARES Academy channel on 
YouTube for a series of excel-
lent training videos. 

Comm Academy 2021 Live 
Event Held April 10-11 A Suc-
cess -- Comm Academy 2021 
has been archived and is avail-
able as a YouTube playlist on 
the Comm Academy YouTube 
Channel. Subscribe to stay up 
to date on extra content, and 
future videos. In addition, all 
session slides and supporting 
material will be available short-
ly on the academy's Archives 
Page. You can browse the ar-
chives of previous Comm 
Academy events there also. 
Continue the conversation year 

 ARES Resources 
· Download the ARES Manual 
[PDF] 

· ARES Field Resources Man-
ual [PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training 
Plan Task Book [Fillable PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training 
Plan Task Book [Word] 

· ARES Plan 

· ARES Group Registration 

· Emergency Communications 
Training 

The Amateur Radio Emergen-

cy Service
®
 (ARES) consists 

of licensed amateurs who 
have voluntarily registered 
their qualifications and equip-
ment, with their local ARES 
leadership, for communica-
tions duty in the public service 
when disaster strikes. Every 
licensed amateur, regardless 
of membership in ARRL or any 
other local or national organi-
zation is eligible to apply for 
membership in ARES. Train-
ing may be required or desired 
to participate fully in ARES. 
Please inquire at the local lev-
el for specific information. Be-
cause ARES is an amateur 
radio program, only licensed 
radio amateurs are eligible for 
membership. The possession 
of emergency-powered equip-

ment is desirable, but is not a 
requirement for membership. 

How to Get Involved in ARES: 
Fill out the ARES Registration 
form and submit it to your local 
Emergency Coordinator. 

 

 

Articles in the Chatter can be from the 
ARRL Newsletters, ARES Newsletters 
and Section Managers. Others can be 
Material provided by others. Please 

respect possible copyrights. 

http://www.CascadiaRadio.org
http://www.CascadiaRadio.org
http://www.arrl.org/news/st-vincent-radio-amateurs-on-alert-during-volcano-emergency
http://www.arrl.org/news/st-vincent-radio-amateurs-on-alert-during-volcano-emergency
http://www.arrl.org/news/st-vincent-radio-amateurs-on-alert-during-volcano-emergency
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-community-invited-to-take-part-in-mars-exercise-on-60-meters
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsMzRyHawnFlIQ0j4CbXPVQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsMzRyHawnFlIQ0j4CbXPVQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD9Z0YRY2Cqwglu6oyVBWXpSfpQy9KgfG
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdbmn-iCuUyeUdghxvBFRXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdbmn-iCuUyeUdghxvBFRXg
https://www.commacademy.org/archives
https://www.commacademy.org/archives
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1_1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1_1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan
http://www.arrl.org/ares-group-id-request-form
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/fsd98.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/fsd98.pdf
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https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/
userLogin.do . 
 

ARRL Learning Net-
work Webinars 
Visit the ARRL Learning Net-
work (a members-only benefit) 
to register, check on upcoming 
webinars, and to view previously 
recorded sessions. 

Designing Coiled Coax "Ugly" 
Baluns: John Portune, 
W6NBC / Tuesday, July 8, 
2021 @ 8 pm EDT (0000 UTC 
on Friday July 9) 

"Coiled coax baluns" is a familiar 
term in the world of ham radio, 
but not many hams know how to 
design them for maximum effi-
ciency. The internet offers many 
designs and can be confusing, 
so this presentation will help you 
learn (1) the main function of a 

SB QST ARL ARLB014 

ARLB014 FCC Auto-
Registration Feature for Exam 
Applicants to be Discontinued 
 

Auto-registration in the FCC Com-
mission Registration System 
(CORES) amateur radio exam for 
candidates using a Social Security 
number will be discontinued on 
May 20, 2021. Applicants must use 
an FCC Registration Number (FRN) 
for all license transactions with the 
FCC. 
Examinees must register in CORES 
and receive an FRN before exam 
day. 
Starting on May 20, electronic 
batch filed applications that do not 
include a candidate's FRN will be 
rejected. The Social Security/
Licensee ID Field will be disabled. 
 
The CORES website can be ac-
cessed at: 

 

REQUIRED TRAINING 
The State of North Carolina has man-
dated that all personnel performing any 
functions within any Emergency Oper-
ations Center, forward Command Post, 
or any Incident where Incident Com-
mand System (ICS) is used have com-
pleted basic ICS training. This training 
is available via the FEMA Learning 
Institute’s on-line training system 
at https://training.fema.gov/nims/. 
Training required is ICS-100, ICS-200, 
ICS-700 and ICS-800. 
 
It is recommended taking the courses 
in the following order: ICS-700, ICS-
800, ICS-100 and ICS-200. You will be 
asked to register for the courses and a 
certificate of training will be issued up-
on successful completion. Team mem-
bers are requested to forward an elec-
tronic copy of their certificate’s to the 
AuxComm - ARES EC at the email 
address below. Completion of these 
courses will permit AuxComm - ARES 
team members to perform Radio Oper-
ator at duties an EOC or other ICS 
Command location. Each course is self
-paced and should take approximately 
3 hours to complete on-line. 

AUXCOMM Training 

Amazonsmile 
 

Shop Amazon? Go to Amazonsmile and select “Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club” as your donation. Keep using 

this page and a percentage of your purchases will go toward your club. 

https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
https://training.fema.gov/nims/
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balun; (2) calculating, and not guessing, at 
the amount of coil needed, and (3) self reso-
nance and frequency limitations. 

ARRL members may register for upcoming 
presentations and view previously recorded 
Learning Network webinars. ARRL-affiliated 
radio clubs may also use the recordings as 
presentations for club meetings, mentoring 
new and current hams, and discussing ama-
teur radio topics. 

These Learning Network presentations are 
sponsored by PreppComm. 

The ARRL Learning Network schedule is 
subject to change. 

ARRL members may register for upcoming 
presentations and view previously recorded 
Learning Network webinars. ARRL-affiliated 
radio clubs may also use the recordings as 
presentations for club meetings, mentoring 
new and current hams, and discussing ama-
teur radio topics. 

The ARRL Learning Network schedule is 
subject to change. 

 

W1AW/KL7 to Serve as ARRL 
Headquarters Station for IARU 
Event 
W1AW/KL7 will be in Alaska to serve as the 
ARRL Headquarters (HQ) station for the In-
ternational Amateur Radio Union (IARU) HF 
World Championship competition on July 10 
- 11. To provide radio amateurs an oppor-
tunity to work W1AW, as well as the state of 
Alaska, use of W1AW/KL7 has been author-
ized from 0000 UTC on July 8 to 2359 UTC 
on July 13. 

NU1AW, the IARU Headquarters station, will 
be active as NU1AW/5, in a multioperator 
distributed operation from the ARRL West 
Gulf Division (Texas and Oklahoma). 
NU1AW/5 will be on CW and SSB, 1.8 - 28 
MHz. W1AW/KL7 and NU1AW will be the 

only US HQ stations active. 

IARU President Tim Ellam, VE6SH, will be giving out 
the AC (Administrative Council) multiplier, along with 
new IARU Secretary Joel Harrison, W5ZN. Here is a 
growing list of IARU HQ stations, courtesy of Bob, 
N6TV, and Joe, OZ0J. -- Thanks to The Daily DX 
and The ARRL Contest Update 

13 Colonies Special Event Set for 
July 1 - 7 
The 13th running of the popular 13 Colonies Special 
Event will take place July 1 - 7. A series of 1 × 1 call 
signs (K2A - K2M) will represent each of the original 
colonies in North America. The event begins at 1300 
UTC on July 1 and concludes at 0400 UTC on July 
7. 

This year, some French stations will be joining, in 
recognition of the French Navy's importance in the 
1700s as part of the France-Britain global competi-
tion. TM13COL will be a bonus station, as will 
GB13COL and WM3PEN in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, named after land-grant grantee William Penn, 
the colony's founder. Of course, Philadelphia is 
where the US founding fathers met. 

Last year, the Special Event's 13 stations made 
202,000 contacts. Each QSL card will be different, 
including the three bonus stations, each bearing a 
representative image of a ship. 

http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship
http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship
http://www.dropbox.com/s/ugpsq15nkto9g3h/HQ2021.txt?dl=0
http://www.13colonies.us/
http://www.13colonies.us/


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 12 July 2021 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

 For over 100 years 
amateur radio and ARRL — 
the National Association for 
Amateur Radio® — have 
stood for the development of 
the science and art of commu-
nications, public service, and 
the enhancement of interna-
tional goodwill. Amateur Ra-

dio’s long history and service to the public 
has solidified the well-earned reputation 
that “Amateur Radio saves lives.” 
 
Amateur Radio Operators, due to their 
history of public service, their training, and 
the requirement that they be licensed by 
the FCC have earned their status as a com-
ponent of critical communications infra-
structure and as a reliable resource “when 
all else fails." 
 
Amateur Radio is about development of 
communications and responsible public 
service. Its misuse is inconsistent with its 
history of service and its statutory charter. 
ARRL does not support its misuse for pur-
poses inconsistent with these values and 
purposes. 

 ARRL on the Purpose of 
Amateur Radio 

MARS Announces Schedule of 
Dates for 60-Meter Interoper-
ability 
 
ZCZC AX02 
QST de W1AW 
Special Bulletin 2  ARLX002 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT  February 3, 2021 
To all radio amateurs  
 
SB SPCL ARL ARLX002 
ARLX002 MARS Announces Schedule of 
Dates for 60-Meter Interoperability 
 

The Military Auxiliary Radio System 
(MARS) has announced dates in 
2021 during which MARS members will 
operate on 60 meters for interoperability 
with the amateur radio community. Some 
dates coincide with quarterly Department 
of Defense Communications Exercises 
(COMEX). 
 

All exercises will begin on channel 1 as the 
initial calling channel and move to other 
60-meter working channels as may be 
appropriate. 
 

"In addition to voice calls, I want to intro-
duce passing ICS 213 messages in both 
voice and digital modes to enhance the 
overall interop experience," said US Army 
MARS Chief Paul English, WD8DBY. 
 

English continues, "Our exercises will yield 
the frequencies to other scheduled exer-
cises or mission activations, which may be 
called by other agencies for interop sup-
port (e.g., hurricane, wildfire, etc.).  We 
regularly instruct MARS members to work 
cooperatively with the amateur radio 
community during the use of the 60-meter 
interop channels. We will continue to 
track our 60-meter usage and activities." 
 

English said he plans to provide a quarterly 
usage report of 60-meter interoperability 
activities. 
 

The interoperability schedule is as follows: 

 
July 5 - 10 
Exercise: Interop Outreach 
Location CONUS  

 

July 20 - 22 
Exercise: DOD COMEX 21-3 
Location: CONUS  
 

August 2 - 8 
Exercise: Interop Outreach 
Location CONUS  
 

September 1 - 6 
Exercise: Interop Outreach 
Location CONUS 
 
October 1 - 31 
Exercise: DOD COMEX 21-4 
Location: CONUS 
NNNN 
/EX 
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BARC Email Addresses 
 
*Info@w4amc.com 
to Peter Van Houten, N4PVH  
*Treasurer@w4amc.com 
to Jim Lowe, AC4JL  
*Hamchatter@w4amc.com 
to Mark Raysin, KG4GVJ  
*QSL-VE@w4amc.com 
to Richard Campbell, W4JNC  
*Webmaster@w4amc.com 
To Peter Van Houten, N4PVH 

NETS 
VHF/UHF 
♦BARC Net, Mondays, 2000 on 147.09 MHz, 
W4GDF Repeater. 
♦Down East Hospital Net, 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at noon 
Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ 
Fountain 444.425 MHZ, 88.5 Tone N4HAJ  
♦Newport SkyWarn Tues. nights 2100E 
Grifton-146.685-88.5 tone 
♦Newport-145.450..... IRLP 8561 links to 
Columbia 
♦Jacksonville-147.000- 88.5 tone  
♦Oriental-147.210-151.4 tone 
♦444 Newport-444.825- 88.5 tone 
♦Swansboro-146.760- 88.5 tone 
♦Grantsboro-145 230 - 85.4 tone. 
♦Kinston Amateur Radio Society Net, 1,3,4 
Tuesdays, 2000 hrs. on 145.47 MHz., W4OIX 
repeater in Kinston. 
♦Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net, Every 
night, 2030 on 146.685 MHz. 
♦Wilson Amateur Radio Club Net, Thursdays 
@ 2000 on 146.76 MHz. 
♦  Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net, Nightly 2030 
on 146.88 MHz. 
♦Carteret County ARS (CCARS) Emergency 
Net, Tuesdays, 1930 on the Newport 145.45 (-
) MHz. 
♦Coastal Emergency Linking Net, 
Wednesday, 2100 ET on Ahoskie 145.13, 
Buxton 145.15, Columbia 146.835 & 443.30, 
Elizabeth City 146.655, Greenville, 145.35, 
Hertford 147.33, Williamston 145.41 & 
444.25 

 220 Net, Wednesday 2000hrs, 224.840 
MHz –1.6, PL 91.5 

HF 
Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 
3923 kHz Nightly 1930. 
NTS CW Nets 
♦3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm) 
Carolinas Slow Net 
♦3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm) 
♦3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),  
South Carolina/North Carolina 

National Traffic System 
Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net (ENCTN) 
146.685 (146.085 in) MHz (PL 88.5) 2030E 

 

ARRL Learning Network      
 Webinars 

Visit the ARRL Learning Network (a 
members-only benefit) to register, 
check on upcoming webinars, and to 
view previously recorded sessions. 
The schedule is subject to change. 

Field Day 2021 Rules 
 ARRL announced that the special rules for 
Field Day 2020 will continue this year.  
There will be power limits on Class D 
(Home Stations) and Class E (Home Sta-
tions on Emergency Power).  Class D Sta-
tions may work all other Field Day Station 
for points but both Class D and E stations 
are limited to 150 watts PEP output.  Infor-
mation about the rules for Field Day 2021 
can be found at http://www.arrl.org/
news/arrl-to-extend-field-day-rule-waivers
-from-2020-add-class-d-and-e-power-
limit. 
 

Great Lakes Area Winlink 
Net Started 

A new Great Lakes Winlink Net 
has been started to promote the 
use of Winlink and training on 
the various facets of the hybrid 
amateur radio data/internet sys-
tem. The net is open primarily to 
those states that border any of 
the Great Lakes: Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, and the Canadi-
an province of Ontario. Howev-
er, radio amateurs wishing to 

check in from other states or 
provinces anywhere are wel-
comed to participate. This net is 
modeled on the Wisconsin 
ARES Winlink net. 

The net check-in process is as 
follows: Send either a basic, 
plain text message, or use any 
of the forms templates on the 
Winlink Express platform availa-
ble that will allow you to include 
the following line of text in the 
body of the message or in an 
appropriate part on the form you 
choose to send: FIRST NAME, 
CALLSIGN, CITY, COUNTY, 
STATE, COUNTRY. For exam-
ple: RYAN, KB8RCR, REMUS, 
MECOSTA, MICHIGAN, USA. 

The net started on Wednesday, 
March 10, and each week on 
Wednesdays, amateurs may 
send their messages or forms 
any time during the day using 
Winlink in any mode available, 
RF or via Telnet. Send your 
message to KB8RCR as the re-
cipient on Winlink. - Ryan 
Lughermo, KB8RCR, ARRL As-
sistant Section Emergency Co-
ordinator for Data Management/
Special Projects, Michigan Sec-
tion; and Official Relay Station 
From ARES March 2021 Newsletter 
(Editors Note: Great way to learn and prac-
tice) 

ARRL NEWS 

mailto:Info@w4amc.com
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
mailto:Hamchatter@w4amc
mailto:QSL_VE@w4amc.com
mailto:Webmaster@w4amc
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-to-extend-field-day-rule-waivers-from-2020-add-class-d-and-e-power-limit
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-to-extend-field-day-rule-waivers-from-2020-add-class-d-and-e-power-limit
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-to-extend-field-day-rule-waivers-from-2020-add-class-d-and-e-power-limit
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-to-extend-field-day-rule-waivers-from-2020-add-class-d-and-e-power-limit
http://wi-aresraces.org/
http://wi-aresraces.org/
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Announcements 
The Amateur Radio Emergency Data 
Network (AREDN

®
) Development Team 

announces the availability of a new sta-
ble production release of their software, 
version 3.21.4.0. This version supports 
new devices from the MikroTik, TP-Link, 
GL.iNET, and Ubiquiti. 
 

Upcoming ARRL Section, 
State, and Division Conven-
tions 
Many conventions and hamfests have 
been canceled or postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Check the calen-
dar of canceled events on the ARRL 
website. 

August 13 - 15 -- QSO Today Virtual 
Ham Expo (online) 

August 21 - 22 -- ARRL Southeastern 
Division Convention (Huntsville Ham-
fest), Huntsville, Alabama 

Find conventions and hamfests in your 
area. 
 
 

MS Volunteer’s 
 
After months of hard work, I am thrilled to 
announce the launch of the National MS So-
ciety’s new volunteer portal! 
For volunteer opportunities happening after 
July 1st, 2021 you can sign up using our new 
volunteer portal, which means you can sign 
up for our Bike MS: Historic New Bern 
Ride happening the weekend of September 
10th through 12th, 2021!  
Greater Carolinas Market Site 
Step 1: Create your Volunteer Profile 

• You may already have an account with 

us, if so, just reset your password to login! 
Instructions to reset your password found here. 
Step 2: Join the Greater Carolinas Chapter Volun-
teers User Group  

Step 3: Respond to Volunteer Opportunities for the 
New Bern Ride –  

• Bike MS: Historic New Bern Ride 

 Date: September 10th through 12th, 2021 

 Location: New Bern, NC 
Event Page: https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/need/

index?s=1&need_init_id=4216 
Our goal for this new website is to provide our incred-
ible volunteers (that’s you!) with a fresh, modern ex-
perience that makes it easy to find the volunteer op-
portunities that match each person's unique skills and 
interests. 
 
Some of the features we are most excited to share are: 

• Your Volunteer Profile – Denote Skills & Inter-
ests so Volunteer Coordinators can find the right vol-
unteer opportunities for YOU. 

• Track Your Volunteer Hours & Impact – Com-
pelling infographics display hours, impact value, and 
opportunity responses. 

• Stay Connected – “Fan” your local chapter to re-
ceive new opportunity notifications. 
Check it out and let me know what you think! I hope 
you’re going to love it as much as I do. 
 
All the best, 

Gab    
Gabrielle (Gab) Pipitone Tuggle 
Specialist, Volunteer Engagement  
Pronouns: She/Her 
  
National MS Society 
3101 Industrial Dr. Suite 210  
Raleigh, NC 27609 
tel 919-792-1024 x51224 
nmss 1-800-344-4867 
nationalMSsociety.org 
 

Family Comes First During Hurri-
cane Preparation for Home and 
Station 
The Atlantic hurricane season began on June 1 

http://www.arednmesh.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://hamfest.org/
https://hamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=119460
https://galaxydigital.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/36000040866-resetting-your-password
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/user/joinGroup/?group=Es0kwNLgm9Ih0gmV09LWtMd8i5Fe5EQliNPmSvXZCphphbNxSIFJllRD7d2lKhpRkNn%2BgThtyxcidbNHtEkNFA%3D%3D
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/user/joinGroup/?group=Es0kwNLgm9Ih0gmV09LWtMd8i5Fe5EQliNPmSvXZCphphbNxSIFJllRD7d2lKhpRkNn%2BgThtyxcidbNHtEkNFA%3D%3D
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/need/index?s=1&need_init_id=4216
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/need/index?s=1&need_init_id=4216
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and continues through November 30, and two 
named storms have already shown up, although nei-
ther threatened the US. There's still time to make 
sure you, your family, and your ham station are pre-
pared. Remember, your family's safety comes first. 

Your first stop should be a visit to the National 
Weather Service (NWS) page for personal and fami-
ly hurricane season preparedness. Next, prepare 
your amateur radio station and equipment for possi-
ble service and/or deployment. For example, be 
sure to have multiple sources of backup power, such 
as batteries and generators, and test them to make 
sure they'll do the job, if needed. Never test or run a 
generator indoors or in an enclosed area where any-
one may be nearby. 

Make sure you can take down and reinstall anten-
nas quickly and efficiently when there's a threat of 
severe storms. VHF antennas mounted on masts 
and typical HF dipoles can be taken down and put 
up in minutes. 

Also, test all radios and peripherals, especially those 
you may not use on a routine basis, but might want 
during a severe weather emergency. This might in-
clude handheld transceivers (especially for VHF and 
UHF) and any HF gear that can easily run from 
emergency power sources. 

Know the name, call sign, and email address of both 
your ARRL Section Manager (SM) and Section 
Emergency Coordinator (SEC). Keep a list of emer-
gency and public safety nets handy. Some hams 

 

establish a "hardened" facility that's essentially 
stormproof, with ham gear installed inside.  

In addition, look for local/regional nets before a seri-
ous storm strikes, to learn or practice net procedure 
and get acquainted with all the players you might 
work with in a disaster: net and emergency manag-
ers, American Red Cross, Community Emergency 
Response Teams (CERT), Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Service

®
 (ARES), and Radio Amateur Civil 

Emergency Services (RACES) communicators. Ob-
tain and learn how to use Winlink HF mail. 

"The advantages are clear, and that's why the Red 

Cross and others embrace Winlink," Rick 
Palm, K1CE, says in his July 2021 QST 
"Public Service" column. "There is a learning 
curve to gaining Winlink proficiency, howev-
er. It's not a system for spontaneous volun-
teers." On-air training is available. 

The National Weather Service offers infor-
mation on personal and family hurricane 
season preparedness. Read an expanded 
version. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hur-
ricane Season 2021 nets 

Hurricane Season 2021 nets to know in-
clude the Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) on 
14.325 and 7.268 MHz, the Caribbean 
Emergency Weather Net (CEWN) on 3.815 
and 7.188 MHz, the Marine Maritime Ser-
vices Net (MMSN) on 14.300 MHz, the Inter-
continental Net on 14.300 MHz, and the Sal-
vation Army Team Emergency Radio Net-
work (SATERN) on 14.260 MHz. -- Thanks 
to The ARRL ARES Letter 

 
In Florida, Rick Palm, K1CE, has repur-
posed a heavy steel shipping container 
for a hardened ham radio facility that's 
ready for the hurricane season. [Sandy 
Tan, photo] 

http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.arrl.org/news/family-comes-first-during-hurricane-preparation-for-home-and-station
http://www.arrl.org/news/family-comes-first-during-hurricane-preparation-for-home-and-station
http://www.hwn.org/
http://cewn.dageekz.com/
http://mmsn.org/
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
https://www.satern.org/AboutSATERN.html
http://www.arrl.org/ares-letter/
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www.arrl.org/2021-Hurricanes 

This page, www.arrl.org/2021-Hurricanes, in-
cludes information and news summarizing the prep-
arations and response by Amateur Radio (ham ra-
dio) volunteers who are supporting emergency com-
munications in areas that may be (or have 
been) impacted by 2021 hurricanes. Ham radio op-
erators provide a critial communications capability 
used for relaying life-saving information and to as-
sist with reunification activities. Additionally, radio 
amateurs throughout affected regions often provide 
firsthand accounts of storm impact and ongoing re-
covery needs.  
 
Media/Press Inquires 
For press inquiries, please ask reporters to contact 
ARRL directly at 860-594-0328, or via email 
at newsmedia@arrl.org. A system has been estab-
lished at ARRL Headquarters to respond to media 
inquiries in a timely and accurate manner. 

 
INFORMATION RESOURCES 

National Hurricane Center 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 
 
Tropical Tidbits (current forecast models) 
https://www.tropicaltidbits.com/ 
 
Active Red Cross Shelters 
maps.redcross.org/website/maps/
ARC_Shelters.html 

Red Cross Safe and Well 
www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-
and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-
loved-ones.html 
 
Facebook Safety Check 
www.facebook.com/about/safetycheck 
 
Hurricane Watch Net 
hwn.org 

VOIP Hurricane Net 
voipwx.net 

 
Amateur Radio at the National Hurricane 
Center 
www.WX4NHC.org 
 
FEMA - Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 
www.fema.gov 

Ready.gov - Plan ahead for disasters 
www.ready.gov 

Hurricane Central - The Weather Channel 
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane 

http://www.arrl.org/2021-Hurricanes
mailto:newsmedia@arrl.org?subject=Media20Request
http://www.arrl.org/ham-aid
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.tropicaltidbits.com/
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.facebook.com/about/safetycheck/
http://hwn.org/
http://voipwx.net/
http://www.wx4nhc.org/
http://www.wx4nhc.org/
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane
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Hams in New Zealand again have access to 60 meters 
 
  The New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters (NZART) an-
nounced recently that negotiations with regulator RSM were suc-
cessful in accommodating 60-meter operation for New Zealand ra-
dio amateurs. Following the end of the two-channel 60-meter "trial" 
in New Zealand during 2020, hams there will now have access to a 
WRC-15 Amateur Secondary Allocation of 5351.5 - 5366.5 kHz with 
a maximum allowable power of 15 W EIRP (about 9.14 W) by apply-
ing for a sub-license. An FAQ on the new licensing system for 60 
meters has been posted. Scan and email your completed form to 
NZART Headquarters. Once acknowledged by return email, applicants may begin operation. This 
trial will be for 12 months, to allow RSM to assess if any interference issues arise. If none do, then 
NZART will negotiate with RSM to have the 60-meter band added to the General User Radio Li-
cense, eliminating any need for a sub-license in the future. -- Thanks to Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, Edi-
tor, The 5 MHz Newsletter 
 
( An article found said “Our channel 5 frequency has been adopted internationally as the international call 
frequency of 60 meters. “, Editor) 

YOTA Announces New Three-Times-a-Year Contest 

"Team YOTA" of Youngsters on the Air in IARU Region 1 has announced it will 
sponsor a new contest, the YOTA Contest. Open to all radio amateurs, it takes 
place three times a year and runs for just 12 hours. YOTA said the aim is to 
boost on-the-air activity by younger radio amateurs and to support YOTA. The 
contest will take place on different 12-hour windows on three Saturdays. 

The opening event will be on May 22, 0800 - 1959 UTC. The other two in 2021 
will be July 17, 1000 - 2159 UTC, and December 30, 1200 - 2359 UTC. 

YOTA has established eight different operating categories, which include sub-categories for operators age 25 and 
younger, but operators of all ages may participate. Covering 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meters, the allowable modes will be 
CW and SSB. 

The contest exchange will be the age of the participating operator. Different ages serve as score multipliers during the 
contest. Stations may work the same station once per band mode. 

Contacts between the station's own continent are worth 1 point, while working DX is worth 3 points. The most points will 
be achieved by working the youngest operators. "The younger the operator, the more points one will get for the QSO," 
YOTA said. 

The IARU Region 1 Youth Working Group is working with Hungary's IARU member-society MRASZ, the Hungarian Am-
ateur Radio Society. MRASZ is providing a contest log robot, among other things. 

Submit Cabrillo logs only. Contest winners will be announced once logs received have been checked in the various cate-
gories. Winners will be awarded with a YOTA Contest plaque. 

The contest committee consists of the IARU Region 1 Youth Working Group: Philipp, DK6SP, chair; Markus, DL8GM, 
vice chair, and members Csaba, HA6PX, and Tomi, HA8RT. 

Contact the YOTA Contest Committee with any questions or further information. 

https://mcusercontent.com/64f7be5730c7460d77210d538/files/99497205-974b-af90-3083-7ed25462ad33/60m_Sub_Licence_2021.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/64f7be5730c7460d77210d538/files/8577c7a3-863e-8648-d25e-64fbf835a060/60m_FAQs_2021.pdf
mailto:nzart@nzart.org.nz
https://ham-yota.com/contest
https://contest.ham-yota.com/
mailto:contest@ham-yota.com


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 18 July 2021 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

 
BARC Website Blog page 
Titles 
 
See you at QSO Today Virtu-
al Ham Expo! 
 
Around the world in a Bal-
loon. 
 
Contest University Propaga-
tion Seminar 2021. 
 
Winter Field day. 
 
Podcast/Videos/webpages. 
 
Let’s look ahead. 
 
John McCoy, K4KBB, SK 
11/29/20. 
 
10kHz signal on 40M. 
 
Everyone Join Amazon 
Smile and support BARC. 
 
The “Bubba” Potatoe gun. 
 
Brightleaf Emergency Com-
munications 
Workgroup (BECW) 
 
A Nice Winter POTA Day 
 
Podcast’s 
 
ARRL DX CX Contest 
And others 
 
Feel free to view, comment 
and add. 

Membership Dues 
 

 Membership dues for BARC 
are due January 1 every year. 
Membership dues are as fol-
lows and are almost the same 
as 2020: • Regular Member 
$20.00 • Family Member 
$2.00 • Associate Member 
(Non-Licensed) $5.00 • Life 
Members $0.00 • New Hams:  
Free first year  
  We are requesting that you 
send the application form in, 
so that we can have your cor-
rect information on file. The 
form can be downloaded at: 
 https://www.qsl.net/w4amc/
barc-application.html. 
  Please give the application 
and dues to the Treasurer at 
the meeting or mail your dues, 
along with the member appli-
cation form to:  
Brightleaf Amateur Radio 
Club, P.O. Box 8387, Green-
ville, NC 27835  
  Or go to https://w4amc.com/
membership/ to use PayPal at 
the page bottom. 
  If there are any questions 
concerning membership status 
or dues, please contact Jim 
Lowe, AC4JL, Treasur-
er@w4amc.com or (252) 320-
6545.  
 
Thank you for your continued 
support and participation in 
BARC.  

Camp for Young Radio Am-
ateurs in the Americas is a 
Go for this Summer 

The long-awaited inaugural Youth 
on the Air (YOTA) camp for young 
amateur radio operators in North, 
Central, and South America will 
go forward this July. The camp, 
set for July 11 - 16, will take place 
at the National Voice of America 
Museum of Broadcasting in West 
Chester Township, Ohio, north of 
Cincinnati. The camp had to be 
postponed in 2020 due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The ARRL 
Foundation is a contributing do-
nor for 2021 YOTA Camp. 

"The camp will comply with 
COVID-19 restrictions and guide-
lines as set by the state of Ohio 
and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, such as requiring the use of 
masks, distancing, and sanitizing 
stations," said Camp Director Neil 
Rapp, WB9VPG. "Attendees may 
be asked to take a COVID-19 test 
and/or self-quarantine prior to ar-
rival, depending on the guidelines 
in place in July. The entire staff of 
the camp are either fully vaccinat-
ed or will finish the vaccine series 
by the end of April. Most volun-
teers have also indicated that 
they are fully vaccinated." Rapp 
said some activities may need to 
be modified to work with the 
COVID-19 precautions. 

Rapp said that if the COVID-19 
situation unexpectedly degrades 
in extreme fashion or the state 
declares that the camp is not safe 
to operate, the event will have to 
be postponed until 2022. "Due to 
the volatility of the public COVID-
19 response, attendees are highly 
encouraged to avoid non-

**Renew/Join Now** 
Help Support  BARC. 

https://qsl.net/w4amc/barc-application.html
https://qsl.net/w4amc/barc-application.html
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
https://youthontheair.org/camps/


BARC on the Web:                          http://www.w4amc.com               Ham Chatter 

PAGE 19 July 2021 

 

 

refundable tickets for transportation to Cincinnati," he advised. 

Twenty-eight campers from the US, Canada, Mexico, and Iceland have already signed up for the 
30 available positions, but Youth on the Air will continue to accept applications through June 1. 

It costs nothing to apply. The camp's fee of $100 is not due until the applicant has been accepted. 
Should a potential camper not be able to afford the $100 fee, he or she may apply for a scholar-
ship. The Youth on the Air website has camp details. 

This would mark the first camp ever for young radio amateurs in International Amateur Radio Un-
ion (IARU) Region 2. For additional information, contact Rapp. Read an expanded version. 

KG4GVJ Operating location 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0IUZ-FqpTtRvOyzEmg5OUAUhWZIbTr5BBdXBfPYPMhCKb5A/viewform
https://youthontheair.org/camps/
http://www.iaru.org/
mailto:director@youthontheair.org
http://www.arrl.org/news/camp-for-young-radio-amateurs-in-the-americas-is-a-go-for-this-summer
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Los Angeles ARES Northeast District Conducts Exercise,"Return 
of the Operators" 
On May 31, the ARES LAX (Los Angeles, California) Northeast District conducted its fifth Satur-
day Exercise - dubbed SatEx and themed "Return of the Operators" - which was deemed a 
"smashing success." Assistant District Emergency Coordinator for the Hollywood district, David 
Ahrendts, KK6DA, was credited with devising a challenging exercise scenario that included dete-
riorating conditions and focused on building an ad hoc network of stations for the response. 

Event and Out-Of-Area Traffic 

The exercise began with a simulated earthquake at 0830L. Participating stations sent DYFI (Did 
You Feel It) reports to the US Geological Survey (USGS) and welfare messages to their out-of-
state contacts through HF and VHF gateways. Stations were encouraged to use the K6YZF-11 
VARA FM digipeater to connect to Winlink hybrid RF/email gateways AJ7C, W6BI and K6IRF. 

Hospital Message Traffic 

At 0900 the hospital net commenced operation on the southern California Disaster Amateur Ra-
dio Network (DARN) and stations with digital traffic were directed to ARES 501 (local designation 
for an emergency simplex frequency) to pass hospital traffic to the Medical Alert Center (MAC). 
No infrastructure digipeaters were to be used, simulating deteriorating conditions post-event. In 
an ironic twist, life imitated exercise with conditions actually deteriorating on the 2-meter band af-
ter 0900! However, without skipping a beat, stations affected asked for relays, and digipeater op-
erators and other stations offered to act as relays and digipeaters. Their training kicked in and 
stations overcame adverse conditions effectively. See diagram for a graphic look at the hospital 
network. 

Hospital stations sent a list of check-ins, Hospital Status Assessments, Resource Requests, and 
check-outs using Winlink. Beaconed Hospital Service Levels using APRS were transmitted to the 
MAC station during the exercise. The MAC station responded with acknowledgements and re-
plies containing simulated approvals and ETAs for resources requested. In some cases the traffic 
was sent directly to the MAC; in others, stations coordinated digipeats of messages through other 
hospital stations. 

Challenges 

· Powering stations is an ongoing challenge. Solar panels and high capacity batteries paired with 
low current draw devices proved effective remedies for some stations. 

· Location. While some hospital stations enjoyed rooftop access, others had to operate at street 
level, often surrounded by buildings. It was impressive how the latter stations overcame their lo-
cation challenges through creativity and teamwork. Digipeating through other hospital stations, for 
example, proved an effective remedy. 

· Antenna height and location. Several stations commented on field antenna height and/or loca-
tion as challenges at their sites. Mitigation suggestions from those stations included trying differ-
ent deployment systems, relocating antennas and trying directionals going forward. 

https://earthquake.usgs.gov/data/dyfi/
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/data/dyfi/
https://www.darn.org/
https://www.darn.org/
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Successes 

· Operators are well trained and displayed excellent esprit de corps. 

· Traffic handling was effective in spite of challenging conditions. 

· Regular training and practice prior to the exercise helped overcome in-the-field challenges during 
the exercise. 

· Operators acted in calm, collected, professional manners and worked well together as a team. 

· Even without infrastructure, stations were able to pass traffic, building an ad hoc network of hospi-
tal stations. 

After-Action 

Stations provided ICS-214 Activity Reports post-exercise. The quality of the reports was extremely 
high and they fostered understanding of the challenges at stations and how the operators overcame 
them. Some stations provided written after action reports in addition to the ICS-214. A Zoom hot 
wash was conducted with participants sharing their experiences. - Oliver Dully, K6OLI, ARES LAX 
Northeast District Emergency Coordinator 
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TARHEEL NET MANAGER 
 
  Mike Fagan, AE4MF, has done a fine job in the time that he has served as Net Manager for the Tarheel 
Emergency Net .  He has informed me that he will move out of state at some time in the not too distant fu-
ture.   
If you are interested in becoming Net Manager of the Tarheel Net, let me or Mike (ae4mf at gmail) know of 
your interest.  We would like the next Net Manager to have an opportunity to work with Mike before there is 
a vacancy.  Duties include: 
 
a. Maintaining contact with net control stations for the various evening 
sessions. 
b. Recruiting net control stations when vacancies arise. 
c. Filing a monthly report with W4DNA Section Traffic Manager. 
d. Assist in developing a Net Operating Guide for distribution to net 
participants. 
 
An ideal candidate would be one with a good hf signal heard across the state (subject to band conditions 
which are expected to improve), a willingness to work to increase net participation, and a desire to increase 
the usefulness of the Tarheel Net which has been in existence since 1947.  The next Tarheel Net Manager 
may choose an Assistant Net Manager to assist the Net Manager.  
 

REGIONAL HAMFESTS ARE COMING BACK!!! 
 
Many people have waited a long time for the return of hamfests and swapfests.  The organizations that put 
these events on invest a lot of time, effort and money to make these events happen.  Do you part and show 
your support by attending.  The following events have been publicly announced.   
 
Depending upon your location, you may want to save the date and plan on attending one or more of the fol-
lowing events: 
 
July 24 WCARS Hamfest- Waynesville NC.  Contact 
wcars.nc.hamfest@gmail.com 
 
August 14  22nd Annual Cape Fear Swapfest – Fayetteville NC.  Info 
at http://www.cfarsnc.org  

 
September 3-5 Shelby Hamfest, Cleveland County Fairgrounds.  Info at 
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org  

 
September 24-25, W4DXCC DX and Contest Convention, Pigeon Forge, TN.  

mailto:wcars.nc.hamfest@gmail.com
http://www.cfarsnc.org
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org
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Info at http://w4dxcc.com  

 
October 2, 69th Annual Rock Hill Hamfest, 
Rock Hill SC.  Info at 
http://www.scssb.net/Hamfests/
Hamfests.html  

 
October 7 Roanoke Valley Hamfest, Roanoke 
VA  Info at 
http://w4ca.com 

 
October 16 W4NC FallFest, Winston-Salem 
NC.  Info at http://W4NC.COM 

 
October 23 Carolina Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Services Hamfest, Gaffney 
SC.  Info to follow. 
 
November 6 Stone Mountain Hamfest, Law-
renceville GA.  Info at 
https://www.stonemountainhamfest.com  

 
2021 is the centennial of the Finnish 
Amateur Radio League (SRAL). 
 The special anniversary call sign 
OH100SRAL is being used throughout 
the year. Working at least 100 Finnish 
stations during 2021 qualifies the opera-
tor for an award.  

Announcements 
Japanese Antarctica Research Expedi-
tion (JARL) station 8J1RL will be active 
from February 2021 to January 2022 with 
Takumi, JG3PLH, at the helm. 8J1RL is 
located at the Japanese Syowa Station 
on East Ongul Island in eastern Antarcti-
ca. Activity will be on SSB, CW, and FT8, 
7 - 28 MHz. 

http://w4dxcc.com
http://www.scssb.net/Hamfests/Hamfests.html
http://www.scssb.net/Hamfests/Hamfests.html
http://w4ca.com
http://W4NC.COM
https://www.stonemountainhamfest.com
https://www.sral.fi/english/
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Announcements 

Paul Rogers and Allen Chance, W2BUZ, have co-written -- and Rogers has produced a video 
for -- the song "Back on the Air" as a tribute to amateur radio operators. "I'm not a ham myself, 
although I did build a Heathkit when I was a kid," Rogers told ARRL. 
The Radio Amateurs of Canada Contests and Awards Committee (RAC-CAC) has announced 
the implementation of a new contest log submission system. It's designed to allow contesters to 
directly submit a Cabrillo-based log file as an official contest entry form for both the RAC Cana-
da Day Contest and the RAC Canada Winter Contest. 

AMSAT has announced the candidates for its 2021 Board of Directors Election. They are Jo-
seph Armbruster, KJ4JIO; Robert Bankston, KE4AL; Jerry Buxton, N0JY, and Zach Metzinger, 
N0ZGO. Voting instructions will be emailed by July 15, 2021 to all members in good standing as 
of July 1, 2021. Four Board seats are up for election this year, so all four candidates will be seat-
ed. 
 

SAQ in Sweden to Conduct Annual Alexanderson Day Transmis-
sion 
SAQ, the call sign of the vintage Alexanderson alternator transmitter in Grimeton, Sweden, will 
conduct its annual Alexanderson Day transmission on Sunday, July 4. The CW transmission will 
be on 17.2 kHz CW. The Alexanderson Grimeton Association is planning for two broadcasts 
from the circa-1924 Alexanderson alternator. 

Startup and tuning for the first SAQ transmission will take place at 0830 UTC, with a message 
transmission to follow at 0900 UTC. Startup and tuning for the second SAQ transmission will 
take place at 1130 UTC, with a message transmission to follow at 1200 UTC. 

Both events will be livestreamed on the Alexander SAQ Grimeton Association YouTube chan-
nel. 
 

https://youtu.be/FPHEAaOg674
https://www.rac.ca/new-rac-contest-log-submission-system/
https://rac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1cc2ce962688ad6bb6db0d414&id=927a4e2735&e=8f4905c337
https://rac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1cc2ce962688ad6bb6db0d414&id=927a4e2735&e=8f4905c337
https://rac.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1cc2ce962688ad6bb6db0d414&id=181a0382bf&e=8f4905c337
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybGdKzwIMss
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Hurricane Season 2021: Nets to 
Know 
Caribbean Emergency Weather Net - Meets daily 
at 1030Z and 2230Z on 3815 kHz. 

Hurricane Watch Net -- 14.325 MHz, 7.268 MHz -
- Activated whenever a hurricane is within 300 
nautical miles of expected landfall. Disseminates 
storm information and relays meteorological data 
to National Hurricane Center via embedded NHC 
station WX4NHC. Also relays post-storm damage 
reports and other relevant information.  

Intercontinental Net operates from 7 AM to noon 
US Eastern Time on 14.300 MHz, providing a 
means of emergency communications to any lo-
cation where normal communications are disrupt-
ed. 

Marine Maritime Services Net -- 14.300 MHz -- 
The network acts as a weather beacon for ships 
during periods of severe weather and regularly 
repeats high seas and tropical weather warnings 
and bulletins from the National Weather Service 
and the National Hurricane Center.  

Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network 
(SATERN) -- 14.260 MHz -- The purpose of the 
SATERN net is to support the Salvation Army op-
erations in local, regional and international disas-
ter situations. - ARRL US Virgin Islands Section 
News 

New Bern MS Bike 2021 is coming! 

After 2 cancellations (Or is it 3?) due to a Hurri-
cane then a Virus, New Bern MS Bike will be this 
September 11-12, 2021.This event consist of 
many bikes being ridden for two days. There is 4 
different length of routes the bicyclists can take. 
Each day a different way to go. 

  Ham radio operators help on the course. Oper-
ating at the rest stops, driving on the roads 
checking on the riders, manning the Net Control, 
shadowing MS Leaders, providing rides and re-
porting needed information by radio thru it all. 
Check on status and sign up if interested. If your 
looking for a Hotel for the weekend of it, start 
looking now. Many Bikers will also be looking. 

By Mark Raysin, KG4GVJ 

https://www.dxzone.com/dx30956/caribbean-emergency-and-weather-net.html#:~:text=The%20Amateur%20Radio%20network%20now,North%20and%20South%20American%20friends.
http://www.hwn.org
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
http://mmsn.org/
https://qso.com/satern/SATERNNets.html
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Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter for three 
months for each renewal. Ads must be received by the last week of 
the month to be included in the following issue. Send ads to: Ham 
Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835. Or Email the Ham 
Chatter. 
 
Used Radios and equipment for Sale: 
 

Tytera MD 380 UHF DMR & Analog HT, includes one 
battery, and charger,  and box. 
Programmed, but buyer will need to get an DMR ID, and 
change the ID in the HT 
Asking $75.00 
  
Bernard Nobles WA4MOK 
wa4mok@embarqmail.com 

mailto:wa4mok@embarqmail.com
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Commercial Ad Rates 
 
1/8 page, Business Card Size  
$10 per Month - $100 per Year 
Send ads to:  Ham Chatter,  
PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 
Help support Ham Chatter and the club.   Donations 
accepted! 

BARC on FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ 

Facebook and Group details 
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.html#BARC 

 

Pitt County Repeater Association 
http://www.pcra.us/ 

 Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter 
for three months for each renewal. Ads must be received by 
the last week of the month to be included in the following 
issue. Send ads to: Ham Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, 
NC 27835. Or Email the Ham Chatter. 
 

 

How to print a copy of your FCC License  
by Jim, KV4SJ   
 
To access an official copy of your license: 
 
1. Go to: HTTPs://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp 
 
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 

your FRN.) 
 
3.   Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side. 
 
4.   Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Down-
load” box. 
 
5.   Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your 
license in PDF format. 
via Forsyth ARC Newsletter, August 2020 

BARC MEMBERS 
 If you are not receiving Ham Chatter email notices,  
please send an email to hamchatter@w4amc.com so I can get 
your email address.  I know some have said they do not re-
ceive them but haven’t sent me their address.  You may miss 
some important BARC notices. - KG4GVJ and W4YDY 

http://www.pcra.us/
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BARC 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 1-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 Colonies Special Event  
July 10/11 . . . . . . . . . .  IARU HF World Championship 
July 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Regular Meeting – 7PM 
July 20 . . . . . . . . . .. . .  BARC Emergency (BECW) 
July 27 . . . . . . . . . . . .  Regular Board Meeting—7PM 
July 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . Ham Chatter Deadline 
Sept. 11-12 . . . . . . . . .  New Bern MS Bike 2021  

Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 PM 
BARC Emergency Communication Workgroup - 
3rd Tuesday  @ 7pm ZOOM 
Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM ZOOM 
Contest Calendar: All the rules: 
 https//www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 
 
Upcoming ARRL Section, State, and Division Conventions 

Many conventions and hamfests have been 
canceled or postponed due to the corona-
virus pandemic. Check the calendar of 
canceled events on the ARRL website. 

 
August 14 - 15 -- QSO Today Virtual Ham Ex-

po (online) 
August 21 - 22 -- ARRL Southeastern Division 

Convention (Huntsville Hamfest), Hunts-
ville, Alabama 

 
Find conventions and hamfests in your area. 
 
Other events: 

• July 1 -- RAC Canada Day Contest (CW, 
phone) 

• July 1 -- NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest 
(CW, phone, digital) 

July 1 -- SKCC Sprint Europe (CW)  

BARC 2 METER NET - MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM - 147.09 W4GDF REPEATER - 131.8 Tone 
Down East Hospital Net - 2nd Tuesday at noon - Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ 

BRIGHTLEAF AMATEUR RADIO CLUB STATIONS 

W 1 V O A  -  W 4 A M C  -  W 4 U H S  

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://hamfest.org/
https://hamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests

