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Amateur Radio 
“only fail-safe system” 

BARC’s Next Meeting  
On ZOOM and in 

Person! 
Aug 10, 2021, 7 PM 

 
 The meeting will be on ZOOM. 
See front page article in the 
April, 2020 Ham Chatter for 
details on setting up and 
signing in.  Contact Peter Van 
Houten, N4PVH, for details if 
you are having trouble setting 
up.  
  In Person will be at the 
Oakwood School, in the Music 
Room. 4000 MacGregor Rd, 
Greenville, NC. 
 
Subject will be: David Sourdis 
K1KK (HK1A) talking about all 
your favorite antennas and 
transmission lines.  
 
All members, families and guests 
are invited to attend.  
 
Sept 14, Dave Wood’s Home for 
Dinner and meeting. 

   Registrations Strong for 24th Annual 
International Lighthouse Lightship 
Weekend 
Set for August 21 - 22, the 
24th annual International 
Lighthouse Lightship 
Weekend (ILLW) will be 
back, despite the disruption 
of the global COVID-19 
pandemic. Each year, typi-
cally on the third weekend 
of August, participants set 
up portable stations at or near lighthouses and lightships 
around the world. Last year, prospects for the event were 
looking dim, but "regular supporters wanted the event to be 
a beacon of hope," the event's sponsor said. More than 
360 registrations from 43 countries backed up their belief. 
As of July 8, this year's registration tally had already topped 
200, with 25 participants signed up to activate lighthouses 
or lightships in the US. The ILLW typically attracts entries 
for some 500 lighthouses in more than 40 countries. The 
event has few rules and is not a typical contest-type event. 
The ILLW will begin at 0001 UTC on August 21 and contin-
ue through 2400 UTC on August 22. 

Each station's operators decide how they will operate their 
station with respect to modes and bands. There are no 
power restrictions or entry classes and no scores. 

BARC Emergency Communi-
cation Workgroup (BECW) 
Zoom 7pm, Aug 17. 

Board Meeting - Aug 31, 2021 
The meeting will be on ZOOM  at 
7:00 PM. All members invited.  

BARC STARTED IN-PERSON General 
Meetings 

Continued on page 6 

https://illw.net/
https://illw.net/index.php/entrants-list-2020
https://illw.net/index.php/entrants-list-2021
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Login for BARC meeting on Zoom 
 Peter Van Houten, N4PVH, will 
be running Zoom for the meeting.  To join, 
use his Zoom number, 699-723-8982.  The 
password will be sent via email.  If you 
have problems, call or email Peter or an-
other club member.   

Regular SESSIONS CANCELLED 
DUE TO COVID-19?  
 

 Study material at: 
 <http://www.arrl.org/courses-
training>. 
Please bring to the Test the 
following, required: 
• Photo ID (drivers license) 
• Original Amateur Radio License 
• Copy of Amateur Radio License 
• Original CSCE’s 
• Copy of CSCE 
• Test fee is $15.00 . 
 • Proof of Tech Plus if before 

3/21/87 and doing paper 
upgrade to  

 FRN number is required. * 
 A valid Email address will 

need to be provided. 
Go to <http://www.w4amc.com/
barcinfo.html#VE> for more 
information. 

Thoughts and Prayers go 
out to the following:  
 
 
Please inform the Vice 
President and Ham Chatter 
of any changes or needs.  
 

Well Wishes 

Next VE Session  

Happy 

Birthday 
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NEXT Known VE Testing 
session 
 
Will be XXXXXXXX, 2021.  
Space is limited and reserva-
tions is required. Go to the 
ARRL website and lookup for 
testing in your neighborhood 
and lookup Gerald KN4CKL. 
 
You can practice at “Ham Test 
Online”          

VE News 

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club 
members birthdays in May: 
08-01 KG4GVJ Mark Raysin 

08-19 KS4YF  Paul Fletcher 

08-20 KV4CN  Dave LeMoine 

08-21 WA4AKB Susan Langley 

Jones 

08-25 K4GOE  Al Mullis 

 Please let me know of any 

additions or corrections. If 

yours is missing, I don’t 

have it! Please email 

hamchatter@w4amc.com 

Presentation Ideas 
Needed                                                                                                                       

 
Who do you want to see 
or hear giving a Presen-
tation at the Meetings? 
Let Byron know. Email 
him at: 
bhighland@nc.rr.com 

Missing out on see-
ing folks in person at 
the meetings? We’re 
Starting up again! 
 
Join us on ZOOM  or in 

person. 
We miss seeing you 
too.  

The contents of this Newsletter 
doesn’t necessarily  express the 
opinion or views of Brightleaf Am-
ateur Radio Club or it’s members. 
No offence is intended. 

mailto:hamchatter@w4amc.com?subject=Birthday
mailto:bhighland@nc.rr.com
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Dear Members: 
 
Thinking about Field Day (FD), it would be good to 
see the strengths and weaknesses of the event. 
This was the first FD after coming out of lock 
down due to Covid so turnout was expected to be 
lower than usual. That was only partly true as 
many did turn out to help (with my thanks!). So 
how can we make the next FD better and easier to 
handle? Let see if we can organize this… 
 
Let’s start with the overview: 
 
Location: Is it a good RF environment? Room to 
set up antenna farm? Is it public access or a 
school for bonus points? Can the membership get 
to the location? Does it have bathroom facilities or 
do we need to rent a Porta-John? How secure is 
the location (crime statistics)? Room to set up 
shelters. 
 
FD2021: Location was Oakwood School: good RF 
environment, open fields for antennas, school for 
bonus points, in Greenville, close to home. Also, 
can use the small room with AC and a bathroom 
present. Safe environment. Do not need to set up 
the tents. Grade: Excellent, could not be better. 
 

Radios: Easy to use radios with tuning aids 
and multiple mode capable. All the same mod-
el so programming and interfacing is easier. 
Need interface cables and extra equipment 
such as keys, cables, modems, computers 
etc. Each station needs HF radio, power cord, 
microphone, headset and audio amp/splitter to 
allow two operators to listen in (operator and 
logger), logging software, digital software, 
computer with power cords and mouse, ether-
net cable to connect to other stations (to elimi-
nate duplicate contacts) and to sum up the 
score.  
 
FD2021: Three IC7300 radios with spectrum 
displays made setting up the radios a breeze. 
Learning how to change bands and tune the 
radios was easy. The radios were all HF mode 
capable radios. We had one radio on each 
mode (Phone, CW, Digital) and the operators 
could go to each position if they wanted to 
change modes. The radios were easy to 
change modes as well but there was a point 
where we took the digital station and turned it 
into a phone mode. That was easily done but 
then the power was still at 30 watts for digital 
and the phone operator did not understand 
why he could not be heard. Later we discov-

President’s Corner, Peter Van Houten, 
     N4PVH 

Notes on BARC FD 2021 
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ered the oversight and turned up the power. It 
was a little frustrating for that operator however. 
If we want each station to be able to change 
modes then we need to have the same set up 
on each station. We do not have all the parts for 
this yet (Keyer’s etc.) and should address this at 
a meeting. Grade: good to excellent as we had 
the highest raw score in quite a while. 
 
 
 
Logging & Software: Having the same three 
computers running the same version of win-
dows, N1MM, WSJT-X, Fldigi, CW reader etc. 
would be helpful in standardizing the set up. If 
all rigs were the same, then it is much simpler 
and we waste less time trouble shooting the is-
sues. The logging software should be very capa-
ble and N1MM is very capable and free. It is up-
dated regularly.  It also can communicate over 
the ethernet cables to warn of dupes and back 
up the scores on all three computers. It also 
monitors the contest giving you feedback on 
how we are doing. The WSJT-X software for 
FT8 mode is very reliable and capable for FT4/8 
and other digital modes but not all of them. For 
the other modes, Fldigi could be used as well as 
being a CW reader for us mortals that cannot 
copy 35 wpm. Classes and demonstrations of 
how to use the software and radios to the mem-
bership should be done at meetings leading up 
to FD.  
 
FD2021: We had three PC’s of different ages 
and three versions of Windows. At home I had 
all three running on the local network (WiFi) and 
exchanging contacts, When I brought them to 
Oakwood and signed them on to the WiFi, one 
could not see the WiFi, then other two did but 
then could not exchange information. We ran all 
three as independent stations that could not 
check for dupes. At the end of the run, the three 
files from the computers are manually merged 
and duplicates removed (what a pain!). The 
ethernet cables were brought in and tried and all 
the stations were on the network but only two 

President’s Corner 

Continued 

could see each other (different versions of Win-
dows problem). The most universal communica-
tion link and probably most reliable is ethernet 
cables with a router attached using the same 
version of windows, do not use Wi-Fi. Grade: 
Failed making this difficult to sort out the dupes 
and to tabulate the scores. 
 
 
 

Power and Grounding: Having a good genera-
tor and a backup is a good idea. Having the 
power cords and power line noise suppressors 
is also key to having good reception. Ground 
rods and ground straps for safety and RF 
grounding is also key. Ground bars and cables 
need to have fitted ends to make good connec-
tions.  
 
FD2021: We do have two different style genera-
tors: one large 5k watts and one 2k watts pure 
sine wave generator. We ran FD with the 2k 
Yamaha and it did fine with using only about 5 
gallons of high-test gas. The larger generator 
would probably use at least twice that and is 
much noisier that the 2k. We did not put a 
ground rod for the generator (bad!). We did not 
use the power line noise filter as the Yamaha 
was relatively quiet. My personal small 1k Hon-
da used for GOTA station needed the line filter 
however. We did place a ground rod outside the 
window of the room and tied all the radios to it. 
We need to finish the ground straps with lugs so 
that they attach to the ground bars well. The 
Ground bars need rubber feet as they would 
slide off the tables easily. The ground straps 
should be insulated rather than the bare wire as 
we have had a situation in the past where the 
ground strap slid off the table and touched the 
positive lead of the power supply shorting out 
the radio etc.  Grade: Good but needs improve-
ment. We need to have a schedule to do service 
on the generators in the spring. 
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Antennas and Feed Lines: A major concept 
of having less interference between the sta-
tions is having vertical and horizontal polar-
ized antennas (Vertical antenna vs Yagi). 
This would allow one station to be on CW 
portion of the band while the other is up in the 
Phone bands. Another is separating the an-
tennas by distance or direction of their major 
lobes such that the second antenna is in the 
null part of the first antenna’s pattern and vice 
versa. Another concept is to put filtering stubs 
on the feed lines to eliminate cross interfer-
ence (20M & 40M etc.). Deciding before FD 
as to which bands and therefore which anten-
nas to set up is critical. In the HF spectrum: 
160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10 and 6 meters are the 
bands that are possible. Choosing which 
band/antenna combinations makes setting up 
FD easier. Also in the mix is the choice of 
feed lines and baluns/ununs as well as tuners 
needed is important. Having antennas that 
are resident on the band makes having inde-
pendent tuners obsolete. Having antennas 
that are already built and tested so that they 
can be deployed in an instant, makes set up 
easier. Having a wide assortment of different 
antennas is good for flexibility but is bad for 
getting volunteers out there to set this stuff up 
efficiently.  
 
FD2021: We created several vertical anten-
nas using simple fiberglass poles that could 
be configured as vertical yagi’s. They were 
tuned by using a stub match like a J-pole. 
Simple stuff that worked well. We created a 
Bobtail Curtain on 20m that has a great nar-
rower beam angle and good gain. We did not 
have enough volunteers to set up a short tow-
er and the yagi that would have made a differ-
ence in the elimination of interference that we 
experienced. We did set up window line 
transmission line (very low loss) using 9:1 un-
uns and then to a short coax to the 1:1 cur-
rent balun at the antenna. We put filtering 
stubs out on the coax lines to eliminate inter-
ference. We had a” Six Pak” antenna switcher 

President’s Corner 

Continued 

to allow two radios to share a field of antennas 
but not be on the same band. The third radio 
(digital) probably should have been on a multi 
band fan dipole (horizontal polarization) but did 
not get set up due to a lack of volunteers. Not to 
disparage the volunteers that came and worked 
harder than slaves but just not enough man (or 
woman) power to get all of this done in time. 
Maybe too big and optimistic of a plan? May be, 
keep that in mind when planning the next FD. (A 
major thanks to all that did come and volunteer, 
you all did a phenomenal job!) Having a member 
meeting before FD talking about the antennas 
would be helpful.  
 
The fiberglass poles, the homemade Baluns and 
9:1 ununs, the filtering stubs and the Six Pak are 
not owned by the club. These were generously 
lent to the club for FD and will not always be 
available to us. If we want to be more able to 
communicate, we need to purchase some of this 
stuff to have already tested and organized into 
“antenna kits” that can be pulled out of the trailer 
and set up when needed rather than throwing 
everything into one bin and sorting it out later 
when you need it the most (like in an emergen-
cy). Grade: Great but needs work to see what 
antenna kits we can make and put together to 

have ready. 
 
 
 
Food: The social highlight of the day is the din-
ner. Well planned out and coordinated purchas-
ing of the food, snacks, desserts, and drinks is 
needed. Seeing up the tables and having the 
utensils and paper goods in vital. A crew that has 
an empty or dehydrated stomach cannot work 
well. It is a time of bonding and is important to 
keep the club together.  
 
FD2021: We had no idea how many people we 
needed to feed so we over did it and ordered 25 
place setting from Parker’s BBQ. better to have 
too much than not enough. We had some left 
over but not that much as about 16 came for din-
ner. The ladies went crazy making pasta and 
green salads, desserts and snacks as well as 
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sandwiches for lunch and breakfast for the 
next morning.  Grade: Excellent! Nothing 
more to say. 
 
 
 
People: The most important category of 
things you need at FD to run it well is people. 
We need a lot of volunteers that are knowl-
edgeable of the antennas, feed lines, power 
equipment, radios, computers, food, network-
ing and operating. A schedule of volunteer op-
erators to fill the hours is needed. Volunteers 
to help set up and tear down and pack the 
equipment is needed at the beginning and end 
of FD. Volunteers to bring the food and have 
the dinner is part of the social fabric that 
keeps the club alive. This is the most critical 
resource to run FD.  
 
FD2021: We were short people power as we 
wanted to set up the yagi and tower like FD in 
the past. This would have cut some of the in-
terference that we experienced and gotten 
more contacts. The people that did come 
worked harder than slaves and got the job 
done. We could not do it without all the help.  
 
This is just an after the event analysis trying to 
help the next FD chairperson get started with 
this awesome task. It was a blast watching 
some new people get on the air for the first-
time bringing memories of my first contacts on 
the air, what a blast. Keep doing this as it is 
worthwhile event that we should all support.  
 
73 Peter, N4PVH 

"We wish operators to enjoy themselves and 
have fun while making contact with as many am-
ateur radio stations as possible," ILLW said in 
the event announcement. "We request that sta-
tions take time to work other lighthouses or light-
ships, as well as the slow operators or newly li-
censed or QRP stations." Participants contact 
the relevant authorities to obtain permission to 
operate. It is within the guidelines of the event to 
move operations from a lighthouse to a museum 
for historic reasons. In any case, the lighthouse 
should be visible to, and visited by, the public 
wherever possible. 

Continued from page 1 
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Notes on BARC 2021 
 
Dear Members: 
 
Where do I start? This has already been a busy 6 months and now we are ending July! Where does 
the time go? Field day is over and we had fun with it. Thanks once a gain to all that came out and 
helped make it a success. Check out the Blog about the CQ WW VHF contest experience at 
https:W4AMC.com.  
 

BARC Meetings as they are lining up so far: 
 
August is coming it with a heat wave. We will have David Sourdis K1KK (HK1A) talking about all 
your favorite antennas and transmission lines. So bring your questions to ask about any antenna 
etc. (Tuesday Aug 10th 7pm at Oakwood School).  
 
The next thing you need to check out is the QSO Today virtual Hamfest (Aug 14-15, 2021) with over 
90 speakers on all kinds of topics (https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com). If you register now, it costs 
$10. Last time they had this expo, I learned a whole lot of things I did not know and could go to all 
the meetings from the comfort of my home. You can also see them for a month after the conference 
is over.  
 
Other news to happen on February 19-20, 2022 is the VOA 80th Anniversary special event where 
three stations will go on the air and operate as W3V (DC), W8O (from the VOA Museum) and W4A 
(in NC).  The suffix of each call spells VOA.  Their will be an electronic certificate for the event, 
maybe even a clean sweep endorsement. Details are being hammered out now. Stay tuned for 
further details.  
 
September brings the FAMOUS BBQ party at Dave Wood’s house. There will be rag chewing and 
tables for a swap fest. We will take nominations for BARC Officers for the next year. Have your nom-
inations ready! Not to be missed! 
 
October meeting is being organized but could be a famous mobile antenna builder or someone from 
Dx Engineering… TBA. 
 
November meeting is election night and i am trying to get Macon to talk to us about the VOA and 
the special event coming up in February 19-20, 2022. TBA. Remember the next weekend is the NC 
QSO Party so we will have lost to do. 
 
December is the Christmas Party, details are being worked out. TBA. 
 
Remember all BARC meetings are the second Tuesday of the month at 7pm unless announced oth-
erwise. BARC Board meetings are the last Tuesday at 7pm. EmComm/ARES meeting are the third 
Tuesday at 7pm.    73 Peter, N4PVH 

President’s Corner 

Continued 

http://W4AMC.com
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com
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Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club (FARC) W4NC 

 

Like us, FARC is also having to 
deal with the Virus these days. 
They meet on the 2nd Monday 
of the month on ZOOM at 7:30 
PM. The Log on is 294 418 122 
with the Password being the 
club call in lower case. 
They have also started to meet 
Live at Red Cross After discus-
sions with the Red Cross, we 
can start using the facility in 
July under the following condi-
tions set by the Red Cross: 1. 
Fully vaccinated persons - no 
mask required, no social dis-
tancing required. 2. Un-
vaccinated persons must wear a 
mask and must socially dis-
tance.  

Hi folks, 
   Well, Brightleaf has had two 
Live meetings so far this year. We 
had 12 folks at the June meeting, 
and sorry folks, I forgot to count 
how many for July. Unfortunately 
our speaker for July cancelled at 
the last minute. We learned he did 
the same three times for another 
Club, so no more for him. David 
Sourdis, K1KK, stepped up to the 
plate and gave a great talk. We get 
to see him again this August, for 
the Live / Zoom meeting. 
 
  Well, this last July, I’ve tried 
FT8 during a VHF contest on 50 
meters with 10 watts. I heard well, 
but didn’t get anyone. Could have 
been the fact I had no antenna set-
up outside for 50 Meters. Hopeful-
ly that was the only reason, time 
will tell. Also had tried to get sev-
eral programs to work with my 
radios, some of them to also work 
together as it seems to be implied 
that they can do. It’s a learning 
experience and get’s the old brain 
cells a working. 
 
 There will be a Special Event next 
year for the 80 year Anniversary 
of the Voice Of America. If you 
wish to share any photo’s of it and 
work or operating being done, 
please sent it to the Chatter. Thank 
you. 

Other Club’s Zoom 
Meetings and News 

Yabba-
Dabba-

Doo from 
“Bedrock” 

Mark, 
KG4GVJ 

Help the Editor. 
   Do you have something to say 
or post? Want to right a article? 
Any ideas? Comments and no-
tice’s of help needed (Personal or 
club needs or activities. Can be 
BARC related or other club’s). 
Have interesting photo’s or arti-
cles? Done something related to 
radio? Please let us know and we 
may add them to the Ham Chatter 
and web page Blog.  
 
  Send it along to the Editor at 
Ham Chatter.  We will see if we 
can fit it in. 
 
By the way, My sister and I joke 
about me being a “Ape in the 
Zoo”. 

New Bern Amateur 
Radio Club starting 
Live Meetings 
 

Next meeting is Monday night, 
August 2, 2021, @ 6:30 PM 
(Always 1st Monday of each 
month) at Moore's Old Tyme 
Chicken, BBQ & Seafood, 
3621 Dr. M.L.K. Jr Blvd. New 
Bern, NC 28562 (next to Harris 

Teeter Shopping Center). Be 
sure to drop by and check out 
the New Bern Amateur Radio 
Webpage at https://

nbarc.org/ and check out the 
wealth of info on the LINKS 
page at https://nbarc.org/ham-

links/   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046235110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046235110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2Fham-links%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046245105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2Fham-links%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046245105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2
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BARC Board Meeting 

July 27, 2021 

 

In Attendance: Gary Faust N4PIR, Beth González KN4FZB, David Langley W4YDY, Jim Lowe 

AC4JL, Mark Raysin KG4GVJ, Gerald Seighman KN4CKL, Judy Taber W3JUU, Peter Van Houten 

N4PVH, Dave Wood W4EJ,  

 

Reports: 

Beth: Secretary Report: Acceptance of previous board minutes.   
Jim: Treasurer Report: Check book balance $3433.03, 61 members 
VP Report by N4PVH (Byron absent): Next meeting: Aug 10, David K1KK to talk about antennas 

and feed lines. 
 

Summary of Business: 

August 10 meeting, David K1KK to talk about antennas and feed lines. 
September 14 meeting will be a picnic at Dave Wood’s house and have a swap fest.  
October 12 meeting will probably be Robert Young from Tarheel Antenna (to be invited by By-

ron). 
November 9 meeting elections and something else, Possibly Macon Dail on VOA and anniver-

sary party. 
December 14 meeting will be the Christmas party.  
Accepted 12 year old Kaden Campbell, KO4RXT, as a new member. Beth will send letter. 
Trying to secure a meeting room at ECU (Byron unable to break thru ECU Bureaucracy) and 

have a space at Mark’s church as a back-up but will continue with meetings at Oakwood for 
now. 

The VOA 80th anniversary special event is being developed. We are hoping for access to VOA 
site C, but will use Dave Wood’s place as an alternate if necessary. Stay tuned, we will need 
help to make this a successful event. 

If there is a topic or speaker that you would like to see at a meeting, send us your idea. 
Selected the board members as the nominating committee to nominate the new officers of BARC 

for next year. So far the open positions are: President, VP1, VP2, Treasurer. Beth has volun-
teered to be secretary, Trustees are the same (Dave Wood, Bill Dawson). Byron has accept-
ed VP1. PVH is up in the air about Pres. next year as his situation is fluid.  We need nomina-
tions for new board members. Please contact us if you are willing to serve in some way. 
Presentation and acceptance of new/established nominations will happen on the September 
meeting and the voting will be on the November meeting. 
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More Slow-Scan TV Transmissions from RS0ISS Scheduled 
Friday and Saturday, August 6 - 7, Russian cosmonauts on board the International Space Station 
(ISS) will transmit slow-scan television (SSTV) images from the station on 145.800 MHz FM. They 
will use 

 

SSTV mode PD-120. 

The transmissions are part of the Moscow Aviation Institute 
SSTV experiment (MAI-75) and will be sent via RS0ISS, the 
ham station in the Russian Zvezda (Service) module using a 
Kenwood TM-D710 transceiver. 

The announced schedule is August 6, 1050 - 1910 UTC; August 
7, 0950 - 1555 UTC. Dates and times are subject to change. For 
stations in the ISS footprint, the RS0ISS signal should be easy 
to copy on a handheld transceiver and a quarter-wave whip. Use 
25 kHz channel spacing, if available. 

Free ISS software is available to download. Pass predictions are 
available from AMSAT. Representative images from prior ISS SSTV events are available in the 
ARISS SSTV Gallery. 
 

Announcements 

• Prominent Summits on the Air (SOTA) activator Tom Read, M1EYP, has begun a gig as a musi-
cian on board the cruise ship Spirit of Adventure. He's taken a small transceiver and a compact loop 
antenna and, with the skipper's enthusiastic approval, will be on the air until mid-November from the 
vicinity of the UK and Ireland, the Baltic, the Mediterranean, the Adriatic, and the Canary Islands on 
40 - 10 meters, CW, SSB, and FT4/FT8. 

The third annual World Wide Digi DX Contest is set for August 28 - 29. See the website for details. -- 
Thanks to Ed Muns, W0YK 

• The Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) Board of Directors has announced the appointments of 
Scott Williams, VK3KJ, as WIA's new President, and Lee Moyle, VK3GK, continuing as Vice Presi-
dent. The Board thanked outgoing President Greg Kelly, VK2GPK, for his commitment and contribu-
tions to the WIA; he will continue to serve as a WIA board member. 

• A voice on morning radio for generations of Vermonters, Ernie Farrar, W1EF, died on July 7. He 
was 78. Farrar, of St. Albans City, Vermont, began his radio career in his hometown in the 1960s, 
before jumping to WVMT in Burlington in 1967, where he remained until 2018. Farrar's other career 
was in boxing, as the longtime director of the Vermont Golden Gloves Tournament. He was a mem-
ber of the Vermont Association of Broadcasters Hall of Fame. -- Thanks to New England Radio 
Watch 

• Zorro Miyazawa, JH1AJT, has been named to the GADX Hall of Fame, which recognizes radio 
amateurs "who have made major contributions to the ham radio community at large, mainly for DX 
and contesting." 

 
An SSTV image received in June 2021 by 

https://www.amsat.org/track/
https://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/index.php
http://www.ww-digi.com/
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A cofounder of the ARRL RTTY Roundup, Hal Blegen, K7IRA, died on July 27. He was 77. Blegen 
created the RRU with Jay Townsend, WS7I. He was described as "a force to be reckoned with in 
RTTY contests back in the day." 
 
 
 

Amateur Radio Activities to be a Part of Missouri's State Bicentennial 
Celebration 
The Missouri First Capitol State Historic Site in St. Charles will host an amateur radio event on Au-
gust 10, in association with this year's celebration of the Missouri State Bicentennial. The original 
capitol building on the west bank of the Missouri River served as the state's capitol from 1821 to 
1826. The site is part of the St. Charles Historic District in the city's Riverfront neighborhood and is 
adjacent to Frontier Park, from which Lewis and Clark launched their Corps of Discovery Expedition 
in August 1803. 

Members of the St. Charles Amateur Radio Club (SCARC) will use the special event call sign K0B at 
the site of the First Capitol on August 10. The First Capitol site also qualifies for the Parks on the Air 
program (POTA) with the identifier K-3349. Additional POTA-style activations from both the First 
Capitol site and from the adjacent Frontier Park are listed as "possible" on other dates, depending 
on weather and operator availability. 

K0B will be active on SSB, CW, and FT8 on 80 - 6 meters, as well as on 2-meter FM. K0B will also 
be active from the annual SCARC hamfest and flea market in O'Fallon on August 8 and from 
SCARC member stations at various times on August 7 - 15. An operating schedule will be posted on 
the SCARC Facebook page. 

Contacts will be uploaded to Logbook of The World (LoTW). A paper QSL and a downloadable PDF 
certificate will be available. 

Members of the Mid-MO Amateur Radio Club will use the special event call sign W0M August 7 - 10, 
and other Missouri clubs may also be active to commemorate the bicentennial. 

The Missouri QSO Party on July 31 - August 1 will also feature 
special call signs and the activation of rare counties. Typically, the 
event is held in April. 

https://mostateparks.com/sites/mostateparks/files/Datasheets_FirstMOStateCapitol.pdf
http://missouri2021.org/
https://www.wb0hsi.org/
http://parksontheair.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/137503243257029
http://www.w0ma.org/index.php/missouri-qso-party
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MARS HF Net Participants Aid in Response to Fatal Maritime Disas-
ter 
On July 6, an evening Army Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) HF practice net in Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region 2 (New York and New Jersey) was interrupted by 
several "mayday" distress calls on the channel, which is shared with the maritime service. Net con-
trol station Ron Tomo, KE2UK, immediately halted training and attempted (without success) to es-
tablish radio communication with the station in distress. Tomo then directed two other net members 
who heard the distress call -- John Hoover, K2XU, and Wayne Gearing, K2WG -- to attempt to es-
tablish communication and offer assistance. 

While the other net members were attempting to contact the vessel by radio, Tomo contacted the 
US Coast Guard (USCG) station at Jones Beach Island in New York, which alerted the USCG Sec-
tor Command at Long Island Sound to join the MARS operators on frequency. MARS operators re-
mained on frequency to assist the USCG in listening for the distress call. 

Several hours later, the fishing vessel Falling Star was identified as missing with 15 individuals on 
board, all from Honduras. Ten days later, the USCG confirmed that 10 of the passengers survived in 
a skiff and were rescued by a passing commercial oil tanker -- the MTM  

 

Amsterdam -- which spotted their small craft. Tragically, the skipper of the Falling Star died 1 day 
before the survivors were found, and was buried at sea. 

The vessel was enroute from Jamaica to Guatemala when it was reported to have rolled over with-
out warning on July 6, just before midnight. 

MARS volunteers alerted the USCG to the vessel in distress several hours before the Falling Star 
was identified and confirmed as missing. While 10 of those aboard Falling Star were rescued, five 
others didn't make it home after this tragic event. 

The Jamaica Defense Force (JFD) Coast Guard collaborated with counterparts from the US, Hondu-
ras, Nicaragua, Colombia, Cuba, and the Cayman Islands in the search for the vessel. 

 

Surviving crew members from the Falling Star spent 10 days in a skiff. 
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July 13 NC Section Newsletter 
 
Greetings from the High Country 
 
We always have some variability in the weather up here, with surprising high and low temps, storms, periods 
of lightning and thunder and some gorgeous days as well.  The saying in Blowing Rock is, “if you don’t like the 
weather, wait 15 minutes and it will change”.   
 
Watauga County does not have a large  area (312 sq miles) but I have seen temperature variations as great as 
15 degrees from side of the county to another.  Elevations in Watauga County vary from a high point of 5,964 
feet (at the peak of Grandfather Mountain where Avery, Watauga and Caldwell meet), down to a low eleva-
tion of 741 feet where Wilkes, Caldwell and Watauga Counties meet near Sampson.   
 
Beech Mountain is the highest incorporated town east of the Rockies and has an elevation of 5,506 feet 
above mean sea level.  Watauga County has many that seem ideal for fly fishing, tubing, and viewing.   
 
Ham operators like to come up here for Summits on the Air (SOTA) and Parks on the Air (POTA) activations.  
On an exceptionally clear day, you can see the Charlotte skyline from Grandfather Mountain, a distance of 
92 miles. 
 
HAMFEST NEWS 
 
The Cary Swapfest will be held this Saturday, July 17, from 8:00 AM until 1:00 PM at Cary’s Ritter Park, 301 W 
Lochmere Drive, Cary, NC. 
 
Waynesville Hamfest Returns 
 
The Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society (WCARS) will hold its annual hamfest on July 24 at the Haywood 
County Fairgrounds (now officially known at the Smoky Mountain Event Center) near Waynesville.  This is a 
popular hamfest that brings together a nice group of people.  Located in a picturesque setting, this hamfest 
has several dealers who offer new and used equipment for sale in an indoor area as well as a second adjacent 
pole barn.  Food is available on site.  Doors open at 8 a.m.  
There is a VE test session scheduled during the hamfest.  The event is held near the Lake Junaluska communi-
ty and visitors from the Piedmont will find temperatures that are mild in comparison to those back home.  
Information about the hamfest can be obtained by contacting the hamfest chairperson, Ruth Brenner, at 
wcars.nc.hamfest@gmail.com.  
 
Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society Swapfest 
 
CFARS will hold its annual Swapfest on Saturday, August 14 from 8 a.m. 
to noon at the Cumberland County Shrine Club, 7040 Ramsey Street (US 401 North).  Walkin VE Testing will 
be held at 9 am.  Contact Pat, 
n4ughpat@aol.com if you plan to take an exam.    

mailto:wcars.nc.hamfest@gmail.com
mailto:n4ughpat@aol.com
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Shelby Hamfest 
 
Labor Day weekend marks the return of the “Granddaddy of Them All”, the Shelby Hamfest for its 64th ses-
sion.  Held on September 3, 4 and 5 at the Cleveland County Fairgrounds in Shelby, the Shelby Hamfest has a 
large flea market area and one air conditioned building filled with new equipment dealers.  Some people ar-
rive on Friday to set up their flea market spots.  Forums will be presented and there is a test session sched-
uled.  Information can be found at www.shelbyhamfest.org. 

 
FIELD DAY VISITS 
 
During Field Day weekend, I got to see a lot of the mountains.  I traveled 796 miles and visited Field Day sites 
in Hayesville, Franklin, Waynesville, Marshall, Asheville, Hendersonville, atop Bearwallow Mountain, Shelby, 
Gastonia and both Field Day sites in Charlotte.  I found enthusiastic participants at each location and the visits 
gave me new ideas about solar power setups and using drones to hang antennas.  
The trip was a great opportunity to watch a number of very good operators enjoying the hobby.  Congratula-
tions to the various groups for making the effort to get out in the field.  Thanks also go out to Dave Price who 
visited seven Field Day sites in Moore, Bladen, Wake, Johnston and Pitt Counties in his role as Youth Coordi-
nator.  He traveled 342 miles in behalf of NC ARRL. 
 
FCC MATTERS 
 
No word has been received when the FCC will begin collecting application fees.  ARRL thinks it may be Octo-
ber before the fees take effect but no one is sure when the software that links fee payments and license ap-
plications will be operational.  ARRL believes that the VE’s will not collect the fee but the license applicant will 
pay the fee directly to the FCC. 
 
Nor has any word been received on several long-pending proposals that concern Technician HF voice privileg-
es, eliminating the 300 baud (symbol 
rate) limitation, establishing hf sub-bands for wideband digital operations and eliminating the 15db limitation 
on HF amplifiers (that were written in hopes of preventing CB operators using high power amplifiers).  The 
ARRL Executive Committee minutes note that ARRL President Rick Roderick “voiced his deep personal dis-
pleasure with the lack of action by the FCC on Amateur matters that are impairing the Amateur Service”.  The 
minutes are available at www.arrl.org/board-meetings and look specifically at the Executive Committee June 
2021 Minutes.  

 
ARRL MATTERS 
 
The ARRL Board to Meet on July 16-17 (in person).  The agenda for the meeting can be found at the link cited 
in the item immediately above this one. 
 

http://www.shelbyhamfest.org
http://www.arrl.org/board-meetings
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Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, head of the Volunteer Monitor Program, posted the May 2021 VM Report on the 
ARRL webpage.  He noted several situations which warranted issuance of Advisory Notices, Warnings and 
one situation which was referred to the FCC for enforcement.  His posting can be found at  
 
www.arrl.org/news/may-2021-volunteer-monitor-program-report.  

 
FCC LICENSE AND ARRL MEMBERSHIP DATA 
Here is data that you may find interesting: 
 
                          FCC Amateur License Data – June 8, 2021 
                 Novice        Technician    General       Advanced Extra        Total 
USA     7,043         396,744         185,078    36,693 153,69     779,249 
NC       113             10,603             5,678      1,148              5,004       22,607 
 
                     ARRL Membership Data – June 2021 
MEMBERS      JUNE 2021    MAY 2021    JUNE 2020 1 Mnth   1 Yr    %1YR              
                                                                         
          
NC                4,553              4,579        4,451    -26      102   +2.3 
ROANOKE        12,576            12,640      12,445    -64      131  + 1.1 
USA           157,790         158,119      57,880   -329       -90    -0.1 
 
 
                        ARRL Membership Data – June 2011 
MEMBERS      JUNE 2011     MAY 2011     JUNE 2010    1 Mnth     1 year %1 YR 
NC                  4,050               4,041             3,959          9             91  +2.3 
ROANOKE   11,577             11,571           11,457          6           120  +1.0 
USA              156,797           156,625        156,120      172           677    0.1 
 
The data point to several facts: 
 
a. The number of amateur radio licenses continues to grow and has never 
been higher than today.  
 
b. Approximately 80,000 new hams were added in the past decade. 
(www.arrl.org/news/us-amateurs-now-700-000-strong)  

 
c. Membership in the ARRL comprises about 20% of all amateur licensees. 
 
d. Technician class licensees now comprise a majority of ham license 
holders. 
 

http://www.arrl.org/news/may-2021-volunteer-monitor-program-report
http://www.arrl.org/news/us-amateurs-now-700-000-strong
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e. ARRL membership has remained basically static over the past ten 
years.   Despite deaths and drop outs, along with new members joining, 
the number of members is within 1,750 of what it was ten years ago. 
 
f. ARRL membership as a percentage of all licensed hams appears to have 
declined over time. 
 
 
CLUB INFORMATION 
 
ARRL maintains a list of clubs which is published and can be accessed through its webpage.  The public infor-
mation can be used by prospective hams and visitors to find your club and to contact you about joining or 
about VE testing. 
 
A topic that has bounced around on the Section Manager blog involves the fact that too much of the infor-
mation about clubs is outdated or is incorrect, bringing into question whether it can be relied upon. North 
Carolina is reported to have 95 clubs but I have seen lists that refer to 117 NC clubs.  Some clubs have not 
updated information about officers, meetings, and activities for a very long time and it is past time to clean 
up the files.   
 
ARRL has asked that each club designate one of its officers to annually update the information, preferably 
after club elections.  To update the club information, log in at arrl.org and go to the “Radio Clubs” tab and 
search for your club (by name or city and state).  Once you see your club, click on the “Go Now!” tab to the 
right of the club name.  
Once you are the information for your club, there is a small “Edit” 
tab at the right of the club name.  Update the information, enter your name and save the data for your club 
and you are good for another year.  
 
 
Also on the topic of clubs, ARRL recommends that you designate a Club PIO to get out information about the 
club and its activities.  ARRL is in the process of developing information designed to help clubs retain and ex-
pand membership and to have interesting programs. 
 
AUXCOMM TRAINING 
 
NC Emergency Management is sponsoring four Auxcomm classes during the remainder of 2021.   
The first course is in Wilmington and is expected to have 15 students when it is held on August 10-12.  A few 
spaces remain in the Wilmington course.  Simultaneously with the Auxcomm class there will be a COML class 
that will be underway from August 9-12. Students In both courses will have the opportunity to participate in 
a COMMEx that will be held on August 13 involving the students and EM agencies in Areas 4 and 5. 
 
For hams away from the coast, recruitment is now underway for an Auxcomm course in the Western Branch 
to be in September with the exact date yet to be determined but the location will likely be in or near Lenoir, 
NC in Caldwell County.  If you are interested in enrolling in the September class, please contact me as soon as 
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possible.  The dates are likely to be in the middle of September and will involve a Friday-Saturday-Sunday 
schedule to minimize the amount of time that students have to be away from their jobs. 
 
A third Auxcomm class will be held in mid-October in the Central Branch, in either Chatham or Moore Coun-
ty.  Please contact Virginia Enzor, NC4VA 
(nc4va@nc.rr.com) and let her know of your interest in the Auxcomm course to be held in the center of the 
state. 

 
Finally, with respect to Auxcomm, the Disaster COMMS Week will be held again at the Charlotte Police Fire 
Training the Academy on December 
13-16 and will include the COML, COMT, Auxcomm and Tactical Dispatcher courses, plus a COMMEx to be 
held on December 17.  We are expecting a number of tactical Communications Vans to be on site and teams 
will have the opportunity to complete portions of their Position Task Books.  The Disaster Comms Week is 
one of the premiere EmComm training events offered anywhere in the United States. 
 
Approximately 100 slots will be available in the various courses.  This is your opportunity to become part of 
one of the best EmComm teams found anywhere in America. 
 
Among the topics covered in the Auxcomm course are the role of the COML in managing a deployment, using 
SHARES Pactor 4 Winllnk to pass traffic on behalf of the Incident Management Team to and from the RCC’s 
and State EOC, as well as using the VIPER radio system. 
 
Several points should be noted about each of these Communication Unit 
courses: 
 
a. NCEM is offering these courses in order to increase the number of 
persons who can work within the Incident Command System in support of local EM agencies as well as to 
provide a cadre of personnel who can function in the Regional Coordinating Centers (in Kinston, Butner and 
Conover). 
 
b. Once dates are set, the courses and exercises will be listed in TERMS 
(http://terms.ncem.org).  

c. Applicants should be known and endorsed by their local County EM 
coordinator. 
 
d. Prerequisites include ICS100, 200, 700, 800 (free, on line at 
https://training.fema.gov/nims/) and a valid amateur radio license. 

e. Students traveling more than 50 miles from home will be reimbursed up 
to the state limits for mileage and lodging in accordance with NC EM Travel policy (which can be found in the 
course listing in TERMS). 
 

mailto:nc4va@nc.rr.com
http://terms.ncem.org
https://training.fema.gov/nims/
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f. Upon completion of the course, students will be issued a state and a 
federal Auxcomm course certificate.  Additionally, the Statewide Interoperability Coordinator will issue each 
student who completes the course an Auxcomm Position Task Book (with the NC supplement) that lists spe-
cific tasks needed to be completed within three years in order to become a NC Credentialed Auxcomm oper-
ator.  The Auxcomm credential is different than the ARRL ARES® Task Book which is not recognized by any 
state or territory. 
 
If you are interested in enrolling in the Auxcomm course or have general questions about Auxcomm, please 
quickly drop me a line.  I will be one of the three Auxcomm Instructors in these courses. 
 
TRAFFIC NETS 
 
Dave Roy, W4DNA, Section Traffic Manager submitted his report for the month of June 2021.  Thanks go out 
to the various traffic handlers and the Net Managers, as well as to Dave Roy for their service to ham radio. 
Because of limitations in the ARRL email system the data cannot be fully presented her as it is an Excel file.  
The complete report as prepared by W4DNA can be found at ncarrl.org. 
 
W4DNA - NC Section Net Report - JUNE 2021         
 
NET  NMGR  QNI LISTED    PASSED TIME    SESSIONS    TFC % 
CN  KC4PGN 413 111   103 530    60 92.79% 
CSN  KI4KZS  122  29    28   601    30   96.55% 
NCEN  WK4WC 293  85     8 534    30 96.47% 
NCMN  W3OJO 287 167   166 681    30 99.40% 
THEN  AE4MF  301   529    24  
        
LOCAL   NETS        
CWTN   N4CNX  512  175    175  780    30 100.00% 
ENCTN  W4DNA   87   18     18      208    29 100.00% 
PCTN  W4TTO  238   81     81      377         30 100.00% 
TOTAL         2253       666 653   4240  263       98.05% 
 
SILENT KEYS  
 
ARRL gives recognition to hams who have recently passed away.  When a ham in your club, or a ham friend, 
passes away, please drop me a line along and include a link to a funeral home notice or published obituary so 
can forward the information to ARRL HQ.  While serving as Section Manager I have sent nearly seventy re-
quests to the ARRL for SK listings. 
 If you are unsure whether a request was sent on to ARRL, drop me a line and I will make sure that appropri-
ate recognition is given to the ham. 
 
CLOSING COMMENT 
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North Carolina is a large state with a lot of people and activities to keep them busy.  Hams are a special breed 
with unique skill sets and many have a lot of free time on their hands as they are retired from their careers.   
 
One of the great challenges that we are only slowly coming to recognize is our shortfall in getting younger 
school students interested in electronics.  We need to do more outreach to our public schools and encourage 
the principals there to consider encouraging a teacher to get a ham radio license and have the club to offer to 
set up a ham radio station in the school. If truth were told, most of us have excess ham equipment that we 
don’t use and will never get around to selling.   
 
Clubs should consider taking on the task of contacting the local school system and offering their talent and 
support.  We have lots of retired EE’s, programmers and service technicians who could be an extremely valu-
able resource in our schools while at the same time helping America catch up to some of our competitors 
who are outpacing us in “ why something works’ rather than the ‘how to use’ the techno gadgets that sur-
round us everywhere.  We are quickly creating a generation with superior eye to hand coordination devel-
oped while playing games but we are not doing enough in terms of getting kids to make things.   
 
It is time for us to get off our butts and reach out to the schools, offering them the wealth of talent that we 
spent our lifetimes developing. 
 
Marv 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ARRL North Carolina Section 
Section Manager: Dr Marvin K Hoffman, WA4NC wa4nc@arrl.org  
 
Editor’s note: I’ve tried to straighten some of the Data columns in this Email, might be off a bit. 

VOA-C Ham operation before the Virus 

mailto:wa4nc@arrl.org
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 The five USB 
channelized 60-meter fre-
quencies are available for in-
teroperability 
(communication between 
services). By convention, 
Channel 1 is designated the 
calling channel. This conven-
tion is established to train 
the amateur radio community 
to reach out on Channel 1 in 
times of national emergency, 
for information from the fed-
eral government. The ama-
teur radio community uses 
60 meters on a secondary 
basis with federal agencies. 
This and similar 60-meter in-
teroperability exercises are 

round in the Cascadia Radio 
Shack. Organizers thanked at-
tendees: "Thank you to all of our 
attendees! We have had an 
amazing turnout and we couldn't 
be happier with how the event 
went." 

St. Vincent Radio Amateurs on 
Alert During Volcano Emergen-
cy. - ARRL News  

ARES/AUXCOMM News 

BARC Needs YOU! 
 

BARC needs to know where You 
think we should go as a Club. 
Service the Community, Contest-
ing, Teaching, Elmering, What? 
Give us your thoughts. 
Contact Peter or the Ham Chatter. 

conducted during the first 
full week of each month. 
More information here. - 
ARRL News 

Check out the New England 
ARES Academy channel on 
YouTube for a series of excel-
lent training videos. 

Comm Academy 2021 Live 
Event Held April 10-11 A Suc-
cess -- Comm Academy 2021 
has been archived and is avail-
able as a YouTube playlist on 
the Comm Academy YouTube 
Channel. Subscribe to stay up 
to date on extra content, and 
future videos. In addition, all 
session slides and supporting 
material will be available short-
ly on the academy's Archives 
Page. You can browse the ar-
chives of previous Comm 
Academy events there also. 
Continue the conversation year 

 ARES Resources 
· Download the ARES Manual 
[PDF] 

· ARES Field Resources Man-
ual [PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training 
Plan Task Book [Fillable PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training 
Plan Task Book [Word] 

· ARES Plan 

· ARES Group Registration 

· Emergency Communications 
Training 

The Amateur Radio Emergen-

cy Service
®
 (ARES) consists 

of licensed amateurs who 
have voluntarily registered 
their qualifications and equip-
ment, with their local ARES 
leadership, for communica-
tions duty in the public service 
when disaster strikes. Every 
licensed amateur, regardless 
of membership in ARRL or any 
other local or national organi-
zation is eligible to apply for 
membership in ARES. Train-
ing may be required or desired 
to participate fully in ARES. 
Please inquire at the local lev-
el for specific information. Be-
cause ARES is an amateur 
radio program, only licensed 
radio amateurs are eligible for 
membership. The possession 
of emergency-powered equip-

ment is desirable, but is not a 
requirement for membership. 

How to Get Involved in ARES: 
Fill out the ARES Registration 
form and submit it to your local 
Emergency Coordinator. 

 

 

Articles in the Chatter can be from the 
ARRL Newsletters, ARES Newsletters 
and Section Managers. Others can be 
Material provided by others. Please 

respect possible copyrights. 

http://www.CascadiaRadio.org
http://www.CascadiaRadio.org
http://www.arrl.org/news/st-vincent-radio-amateurs-on-alert-during-volcano-emergency
http://www.arrl.org/news/st-vincent-radio-amateurs-on-alert-during-volcano-emergency
http://www.arrl.org/news/st-vincent-radio-amateurs-on-alert-during-volcano-emergency
http://www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-community-invited-to-take-part-in-mars-exercise-on-60-meters
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsMzRyHawnFlIQ0j4CbXPVQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsMzRyHawnFlIQ0j4CbXPVQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLD9Z0YRY2Cqwglu6oyVBWXpSfpQy9KgfG
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdbmn-iCuUyeUdghxvBFRXg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdbmn-iCuUyeUdghxvBFRXg
https://www.commacademy.org/archives
https://www.commacademy.org/archives
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARESmanual2015.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ARES_FR_Manual.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1_1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-FILLABLE-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V2_1_1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan
http://www.arrl.org/ares-group-id-request-form
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/fsd98.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/fsd98.pdf
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https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/
userLogin.do . 
 

ARRL Learning Net-
work Webinars 
Visit the ARRL Learning Net-
work (a members-only benefit) 
to register, check on upcoming 
webinars, and to view previously 
recorded sessions. 

Introduction to DMR and Digi-
tal Voice -- Tim Deagan, 
K8UJ / Thursday, September 
9, 2021 @ 3:30 PM EDT (1930 
UTC) 

An introductory overview of digi-
tal voice (DV) technologies for 
ham radio. This presentation will 
focus on DMR with notes on 
System Fusion, D-STAR, and 
more. There will be a description 
of DV architecture and compo-
nents, and the interesting oppor-

SB QST ARL ARLB014 

ARLB014 FCC Auto-
Registration Feature for Exam 
Applicants to be Discontinued 
 

Auto-registration in the FCC Com-
mission Registration System 
(CORES) amateur radio exam for 
candidates using a Social Security 
number will be discontinued on 
May 20, 2021. Applicants must use 
an FCC Registration Number (FRN) 
for all license transactions with the 
FCC. 
Examinees must register in CORES 
and receive an FRN before exam 
day. 
Starting on May 20, electronic 
batch filed applications that do not 
include a candidate's FRN will be 
rejected. The Social Security/
Licensee ID Field will be disabled. 
 
The CORES website can be ac-
cessed at: 

 

REQUIRED TRAINING 
The State of North Carolina has man-
dated that all personnel performing any 
functions within any Emergency Oper-
ations Center, forward Command Post, 
or any Incident where Incident Com-
mand System (ICS) is used have com-
pleted basic ICS training. This training 
is available via the FEMA Learning 
Institute’s on-line training system 
at https://training.fema.gov/nims/. 
Training required is ICS-100, ICS-200, 
ICS-700 and ICS-800. 
 
It is recommended taking the courses 
in the following order: ICS-700, ICS-
800, ICS-100 and ICS-200. You will be 
asked to register for the courses and a 
certificate of training will be issued up-
on successful completion. Team mem-
bers are requested to forward an elec-
tronic copy of their certificate’s to the 
AuxComm - ARES EC at the email 
address below. Completion of these 
courses will permit AuxComm - ARES 
team members to perform Radio Oper-
ator at duties an EOC or other ICS 
Command location. Each course is self
-paced and should take approximately 
3 hours to complete on-line. 

AUXCOMM Training 

Amazonsmile 
 

Shop Amazon? Go to Amazonsmile and select “Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club” as your donation. Keep using 

this page and a percentage of your purchases will go toward your club. 

https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
https://apps.fcc.gov/cores/userLogin.do
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
https://training.fema.gov/nims/
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tunities, as well as challenges, that DV pre-
sents. 

ARRL members may register for upcoming 
presentations and view previously recorded 
Learning Network webinars. ARRL-affiliated 
radio clubs may also use the recordings as 
presentations for club meetings, mentoring 
new and current hams, and discussing ama-
teur radio topics. 

 

ARRL members may register for upcoming 
presentations and view previously recorded 
Learning Network webinars. ARRL-affiliated 
radio clubs may also use the recordings as 
presentations for club meetings, mentoring 
new and current hams, and discussing ama-
teur radio topics. 

The ARRL Learning Network schedule is 
subject to change. 

 

Announcements 
The Canadian American Net (CANAM) aims 
to unite hams in the Eastern US and Cana-
da. Some 40 amateurs from Canada and the 
US typically check in for each session, and 
the net accommodates CW and SSB. The 
Canadian-American Net operates 7 days a 
week on 7.153 MHz, with check-in starting at 
1300 UTC. 
The next meeting of the ARRL Board of Di-
rectors' Executive Committee meeting is July 
7 at 11 AM EDT. The ARRL Board of Direc-
tors will meet July 16 - 17 for its second 
meeting of the year. The agenda for the full 
Board meeting is available on the ARRL 
website. 

• Radio amateurs in Australia soon will be 
able to obtain and use 2 × 1 call signs. Reg-
ulator ACMA (Australian Communications 
and Media Authority) will release a bulletin 
concerning implementation plans. 

• Novice stations in the Netherlands (PD-
prefix licensees) may now operate with 100 
W, instead of 25 W, on 40, 20, and 10 me-

ters. They also have access to the entire 40- and 20
-meter bands. In addition, the Netherlands no longer 
imposes a minimum age to get a Novice or Full Li-
cense in the Netherlands. 

EZ Hang has changed ownership. The new proprie-
tor is Chris Fox, NI4L, Antennas & Electronics LLC, 
3861 Mount Olive Church Rd, Moravian Falls, NC 
28654. (828) 855-8869. 
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 1 
has announced the release of an HF band plan and 
annex incorporating changes agreed at the General 
Conference in October. 

Announcements 

The Yasme Foundation Board of Directors has an-
nounced an additional grant to the Maranyundo 
Girls School in Rwanda and its Makerspace pro-
gram. This grant provides access to material 
from ARRL's Teachers Institute and funds to pur-
chase material and supplies for classroom exper-
iments. In June, the Yasme Foundation supplied 
the school with amateur radio-related books for 
classroom use. 

The third annual World Wide Digi DX Contest is set 
for August 28 - 29. See the website for details. -- 
Thanks to Ed Muns, W0YK 

• The Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) Board of 
Directors has announced the appointments of Scott 
Williams, VK3KJ, as WIA's new President, and Lee 
Moyle, VK3GK, continuing as Vice President. The 
Board thanked outgoing President Greg Kelly, 
VK2GPK, for his commitment and contributions to 
the WIA; he will continue to serve as a WIA board 
member. 

The World Wide Radio Operators Foundation 
(WWROF) has amended the Cabrillo file standard to 
include a new "YOUTH" CATEGORY-OVERLAY, at 
the request of several contest sponsors who want to 
encourage and recognize youth participation. The 
Cabrillo v3 header specification has been updated to 
reflect this change. Details are on the WWROF web-
site. 

After months of negotiations with the new Coral Is-
land Management Authority, the HARAOA VK9HR 
DXpedition to Willis Island planned for this Novem-

http://www.arrl.org/arrl-learning-network
http://canamnet7153.com/
http://www.arrl.org/board-meetings
http://ni4l.com/
https://www.iaru-r1.org/2021/hf-band-plan-revised/
https://www.iaru-r1.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/hf_r1_bandplan.pdf
http://www.yasme.org/
http://www.arrl.org/teachers-institute-on-wireless-technology
http://www.ww-digi.com/
https://wwrof.org/
https://wwrof.org/cabrillo/cabrillo-v3-header/
https://wwrof.org/cabrillo/cabrillo-change-log/
https://wwrof.org/cabrillo/cabrillo-change-log/
http://www.haraoa.com/
http://www.haraoa.com/
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ber has been canceled, says Ed Durrant, 
VK2JI, Publicity Officer. The problem was a 
combination of new rules banning the instal-
lation of any structures on the islands by the 
new authority and the fact that COVID-19 
has now spread to four Australian states.  

Amateur Radio Responds to Flood-
ing in Western Europe  

International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) 
Region 1 Emergency Communications Coor-
dinator Greg Mossop, G0DUB, reported over 
the weekend that amateur radio volunteers 
have responded in the wake of widespread 
flooding in Germany, Belgium, and the Neth-
erlands. The flooding, resulting from unprec-
edented heavy rainfall, has claimed more 
than 120 lives. Hundreds more remain unac-
counted for. 

The Dutch Amateur Radio Emergency Ser-
vice (DARES) was on standby since July 14, 
as the first reports of flooding came in. An 
initial attempt to establish a point-to-point 
link from the provincial capital of Maastricht 
to the north of Limburg province was halted 
due to heavy traffic, as residents evacuated 
low-lying areas. DARES volunteers were in 
contact with members of the Belgian Emer-
gency Amateur Radio Service (B-EARS) to 
coordinate their efforts. 

The European Civil Protection Mechanism 
was activated, and emergency groups 
across the region reported that their govern-
ments were sending extra assistance and 
supplies to the areas where damage was 
worst. The floodwater surge continued to 
make its way north, leading to further evacu-
ations, and amateur radio emergency 
groups focused on requests for assistance. 
B-EARS was asked to provide a backup 
VHF link between the emergency call center 
in Brussels and the province of Hainaut, 
while DARES had four stations active in the 
Limburg area ready to respond if needed. 

Marc Lerchs, ON3IBZ, Information Director 

of the Walloon Brabant Crisis Centre, told Crisis Re-
sponse Journal that the police building in Wavre, in-
cluding its TETRA antenna and computers, was left  

completely underwater. Some 30 ham radio volun-
teers deployed 
in the region to 
support commu-
nication for fire 
and ambulance 
stations, hospi-
tals and emer-
gency medical 
vehicles, the 
main command 
post in Wavre, 
and 112 ("911") 
dispatch in 

Mons. 

The greatest loss of life and damage has occurred in 
Germany, where more than 1,000 residents remain 
unaccounted for. The loss of mobile telecommunica-
tion networks has slowed the effort to locate people, 
while many others are without power or homes. The 
emergency communications unit of the Deutscher 
Amateur Radio Club (DARC) has been handling in-
quiries for amateur radio support in the worst-hit are-
as, but members in the area have been flood victims 
as well, losing equipment or their homes. 

"Amateur radio clubs have been in contact with rele-
vant authorities, but there is currently no need for 
operational support from radio amateurs," the DARC 
reported. A mutual aid arrangement exists among 
amateur radio organizations in Germany, Belgium, 
and the Netherlands. Mossop said emergency com-
munications groups in the affected and surrounding 
regions are ready to respond to requests and have 
been coordinating their efforts as needed. 

"This emergency will last for some time as infrastruc-
ture is repaired and the threat from damaged dams 
and more rainfall is reduced," Mossop said. 

 
High water in Kordel, Nordrhein-Westfalen, 
Germany. [CHZ photo] 

http://www.iaru.org/
https://crj.co/Articles/615508/_Volunteer_radio.aspx
https://www.darc.de/
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ARES
®
 Links, Briefs 

Tropical Storm Elsa fired a warning shot 
across the bow of Florida and the eastern 
seaboard that indicated a long hurricane 
season was to come. Briefly a hurricane, 
Elsa moved northward along Florida's west-
ern coast with heavy rain and gusty winds, 
making landfall on the eastern Florida pan-
handle before heading up the coast as far 
north as New England. "ARRL Headquarters 
and the ARRL Emergency Management De-
partment monitored the storm's progress, 
and were ready to assist Sections affected 
by Elsa," ARRL Emergency Management 
Director Paul Gilbert, KE5ZW, said. 

The ARRL Northern Florida Section activat-
ed an ARES net on 3950 kHz and, along 
with the ARRL West Central Florida Section, 
activated members in various roles to pro-
vide any communications support that was 
needed. 

"Tropical Storm Elsa was a great opportunity 
for South Carolina ARES/AuxComm to com-
municate with our partners at the State lev-
el," said Billy Irwin, K9OH, Section Emer-
gency Coordinator. "A couple of conference 
calls were held as the storm passed through 
our southern-most counties," Irwin said. 
"SKYWARN groups were monitoring for the 
potential of flooding and tornadoes, but no 
widespread damage was observed." 

Jim Baker, N3XKJ, Assistant EC for Sussex 
County, Delaware, reported that on July 8 at 
7:30 PM, "we started an informal weather 
net to gather information on weather condi-
tions throughout the county with the intent of 
starting a formal weather net if needed." 
"Luckily we didn't need to go that far, but we 
did have 25 operators checking in to give 
weather reports," Baker said. "We did have 
watches and warnings, but no signs of actu-
al damage from the storm." Jim Montgom-
ery, WB3KAS, ARRL Maryland-DC Section 

Emergency Coordinator, checked in with Sussex 
county ARES on Echolink early on. 
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 For over 100 years 
amateur radio and ARRL — 
the National Association for 
Amateur Radio® — have 
stood for the development of 
the science and art of commu-
nications, public service, and 
the enhancement of interna-
tional goodwill. Amateur Ra-

dio’s long history and service to the public 
has solidified the well-earned reputation 
that “Amateur Radio saves lives.” 
 
Amateur Radio Operators, due to their 
history of public service, their training, and 
the requirement that they be licensed by 
the FCC have earned their status as a com-
ponent of critical communications infra-
structure and as a reliable resource “when 
all else fails." 
 
Amateur Radio is about development of 
communications and responsible public 
service. Its misuse is inconsistent with its 
history of service and its statutory charter. 
ARRL does not support its misuse for pur-
poses inconsistent with these values and 
purposes. 

 ARRL on the Purpose of 
Amateur Radio 

MARS Announces Schedule of 
Dates for 60-Meter Interoper-
ability 
 
ZCZC AX02 
QST de W1AW 
Special Bulletin 2  ARLX002 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT  February 3, 2021 
To all radio amateurs  
 
SB SPCL ARL ARLX002 
ARLX002 MARS Announces Schedule of 
Dates for 60-Meter Interoperability 
 

The Military Auxiliary Radio System 
(MARS) has announced dates in 
2021 during which MARS members will 
operate on 60 meters for interoperability 
with the amateur radio community. Some 
dates coincide with quarterly Department 
of Defense Communications Exercises 
(COMEX). 
 

All exercises will begin on channel 1 as the 
initial calling channel and move to other 
60-meter working channels as may be 
appropriate. 
 

"In addition to voice calls, I want to intro-
duce passing ICS 213 messages in both 
voice and digital modes to enhance the 
overall interop experience," said US Army 
MARS Chief Paul English, WD8DBY. 
 

English continues, "Our exercises will yield 
the frequencies to other scheduled exer-
cises or mission activations, which may be 
called by other agencies for interop sup-
port (e.g., hurricane, wildfire, etc.).  We 
regularly instruct MARS members to work 
cooperatively with the amateur radio 
community during the use of the 60-meter 
interop channels. We will continue to 
track our 60-meter usage and activities." 
 

English said he plans to provide a quarterly 
usage report of 60-meter interoperability 
activities. 
 

The interoperability schedule is as follows: 

 
August 2 - 8 
Exercise: Interop Outreach 
Location CONUS  

 

September 1 - 6 
Exercise: Interop Outreach 
Location CONUS 
 
October 1 - 31 
Exercise: DOD COMEX 21-4 
Location: CONUS 
NNNN 
/EX 

RO3FTDM, 9K8FTDMC, 
A60FTDMC, DQ8FTDMC, 
GB0DMC, HZ8FTDMC, and 
many others. A certificate will be 
available with bronze, silver, 
gold, and platinum levels for 
working them. -- Thanks to The 
Daily DX 
 

AO-109 (RadFxSat-2/
AMSAT Fox-1E) is now 
open for amateur use. 

 AMSAT's Engineering and Op-
erations Teams advise opera-
tors to use efficient modes for 
making contacts, such as CW or 
FT4, because issues with the 
satellite make SSB voice con-
tacts "challenging at best." An 
article in the May/June 2021 is-
sue (Vol. 44, No. 3) of The AM-
SAT Journal details the various 
attempts to characterize AO-109 
and its apparent problems. -- 
Thanks to Jerry Buxton, NØJY, 
and Drew Glasbrenner, KO4MA 

DX Engineering has ac-
quired Top Ten Devices. 

 The new owner will manufac-
ture and distribute three of Top 
Ten Devices' signature products 
under the Top Ten Devices 
brand -- the A/B Station Selec-
tor, the Op Swapper, and the 
Band Aide Band Decoder. 
Formed by Dave Hawes, N3RD, 
and George Cutsogeorge, 
W2VJN, in 1991, Top Ten De-
vices built a strong reputation for 
producing high-performance and 
affordable equipment for the am-
ateur radio community. "DX En-
gineering is excited for the op-
portunity to carry on the legacy 
that the innovators at Top Ten 
Devices have built over the past 
3 decades," said DX Engineer-
ing CEO Tim Duffy, K3LR. 

Many stations will take to 
the airwaves August 2 - 15 
to celebrate the 4th anniver-
sary of FT8. 
 All stations will use call signs 
with "FTDMC" or "FTDM" in the 
suffix. The activity also cele-
brates the 2nd anniversary of the 
FT8 Digital Mode Club. Logs will 
be uploaded to LoTW and eQSL. 
QSL cards will be available. Sta-
tions planning to participate in-
clude: 4J8FTDM, OZ8FTDMC, 

http://www.dailydx.com/
http://www.dailydx.com/
https://www.ft8dmc.eu/
https://www.ft8dmc.eu/
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BARC Email Addresses 
 
*Info@w4amc.com 
to Peter Van Houten, N4PVH  
*Treasurer@w4amc.com 
to Jim Lowe, AC4JL  
*Hamchatter@w4amc.com 
to Mark Raysin, KG4GVJ  
*QSL-VE@w4amc.com 
to Richard Campbell, W4JNC  
*Webmaster@w4amc.com 
To Peter Van Houten, N4PVH 

NETS 
VHF/UHF 
♦BARC Net, Mondays, 2000 on 147.09 MHz, 
W4GDF Repeater. 
♦Down East Hospital Net, 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at noon 
Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ 
Fountain 444.425 MHZ, 88.5 Tone N4HAJ  
♦Newport SkyWarn Tues. nights 2100E 
Grifton-146.685-88.5 tone 
♦Newport-145.450..... IRLP 8561 links to 
Columbia 
♦Jacksonville-147.000- 88.5 tone  
♦Oriental-147.210-151.4 tone 
♦444 Newport-444.825- 88.5 tone 
♦Swansboro-146.760- 88.5 tone 
♦Grantsboro-145 230 - 85.4 tone. 
♦Kinston Amateur Radio Society Net, 1,3,4 
Tuesdays, 2000 hrs. on 145.47 MHz., W4OIX 
repeater in Kinston. 
♦Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net, Every 
night, 2030 on 146.685 MHz. 
♦Wilson Amateur Radio Club Net, Thursdays 
@ 2000 on 146.76 MHz. 
♦  Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net, Nightly 2030 
on 146.88 MHz. 
♦Carteret County ARS (CCARS) Emergency 
Net, Tuesdays, 1930 on the Newport 145.45 (-
) MHz. 
♦Coastal Emergency Linking Net, 
Wednesday, 2100 ET on Ahoskie 145.13, 
Buxton 145.15, Columbia 146.835 & 443.30, 
Elizabeth City 146.655, Greenville, 145.35, 
Hertford 147.33, Williamston 145.41 & 
444.25 

 220 Net, Wednesday 2000hrs, 224.840 
MHz –1.6, PL 91.5 

HF 
Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 
3923 kHz Nightly 1930. 
NTS CW Nets 
♦3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 wpm) 
Carolinas Slow Net 
♦3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm) 
♦3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 wpm),  
South Carolina/North Carolina 

National Traffic System 
Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net (ENCTN) 
146.685 (146.085 in) MHz (PL 88.5) 2030E 

 

Great Lakes Area Winlink 
Net Started 

A new Great Lakes Winlink Net 
has been started to promote the 
use of Winlink and training on 
the various facets of the hybrid 
amateur radio data/internet sys-
tem. The net is open primarily to 
those states that border any of 
the Great Lakes: Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, and the Canadi-
an province of Ontario. Howev-
er, radio amateurs wishing to 
check in from other states or 
provinces anywhere are wel-
comed to participate. This net is 
modeled on the Wisconsin 
ARES Winlink net. 

The net check-in process is as 
follows: Send either a basic, 
plain text message, or use any 
of the forms templates on the 
Winlink Express platform availa-
ble that will allow you to include 
the following line of text in the 
body of the message or in an 
appropriate part on the form you 
choose to send: FIRST NAME, 
CALLSIGN, CITY, COUNTY, 
STATE, COUNTRY. For exam-
ple: RYAN, KB8RCR, REMUS, 
MECOSTA, MICHIGAN, USA. 

The net started on Wednesday, 
March 10, and each week on 
Wednesdays, amateurs may 
send their messages or forms 
any time during the day using 
Winlink in any mode available, 
RF or via Telnet. Send your 
message to KB8RCR as the re-
cipient on Winlink. - Ryan 
Lughermo, KB8RCR, ARRL As-
sistant Section Emergency Co-
ordinator for Data Management/
Special Projects, Michigan Sec-
tion; and Official Relay Station 
From ARES March 2021 Newsletter 
(Editors Note: Great way to learn and prac-
tice) 

 

The EmComm Training Organi-
zation (ETO) will continue the 
popular Winlink Thursday exer-
cises to foster Winlink-
knowledgeable operators across 
the country leading up to a na-
tionwide drill November 13, 
2021. Procedures will include a 
weekly exercise for routine prac-
tice with a fourth Thursday exer-
cise of a more challenging na-
ture. Exercises will almost al-
ways include a Winlink Express 
Check-in form. Please send 
questions about Winlink Thurs-
days. Questions about the ETO 
group can be sent here. 

WinLink Nets and Practice 

mailto:Info@w4amc.com
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
mailto:Hamchatter@w4amc
mailto:QSL_VE@w4amc.com
mailto:Webmaster@w4amc
http://wi-aresraces.org/
http://wi-aresraces.org/
mailto:%20WinLink.Technical.Team@EmComm-Training.groups.io
mailto:%20WinLink.Technical.Team@EmComm-Training.groups.io
mailto:%20WinLink.Technical.Team@EmComm-Training.groups.io
mailto:%20main+owner@EmComm-Training.groups.io
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Virginia EmComm  

A Facebook Group that practices WinLink and other related modes every 
Wednesday. Many Hams all over involved. 

 PRIMARY NET CONTROL: KW6GB 

See Facebook Group for more details. Joining group required to see page and comment. 

( Example of a Wednesday) 

*** Winlink Wednesday (Episode #252) *** 
07/07/2021 

This being the first Wednesday of the month, weather snapshots are requested; see below for 
details (no attachments of any type, please). Standard check-ins are always welcome. 
WHO: All amateur radio operators 
WHAT: Winlink Wednesday 
WHEN: Wednesday, 7 July 2021, 0000-2359 EDT (UTC: 0400 Wed - 0359 Thu) 
HOW: This net will accept check-ins via Winlink only. Send a check-in via any RMS during the 
timeframe above, or participate in one or both of the P2P sessions below. 
 
Please do not use a "Telnet Winlink" connection (which defeats the purpose of Winlink). The 
goal is to have the message leave your station via RF. 
Please remember to use the correct format for check-in, as shown below (check-in message on 
a SINGLE LINE), or with optional weather snapshot on second line, over an RF connection. 
 
To: KW6GB (or alternate NCS, as appropriate) 
Subject: Winlink Wednesday Check-In 
Message body: call sign, first name, city or town, county, state (HF or VHF, etc.) 
observation time, weather conditions, temperature <<<--- WEATHER ON SECOND 
LINE 
 
See example in my signature line, below. 
 
PEER-TO-PEER SESSIONS: 
Morning session: 0730-0930 EDT, (UTC: 1130 - 1330), ARDOP P2P, several frequencies (see 
chart below). 
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Afternoon session: None. 
Evening session: 1900-2130 EDT, (UTC: 2300 Wed - 0130 Thu), VARA P2P, 3582 kHz (dial). 
 

 
Watch Facebook for details when active. 
On Thursday, all check-ins will be acknowledged, and a net report and complete roster will be 
published to the Web. 
73, 
KW6GB, Greg, Front Royal, Warren, VA (VHF) 
0815L, clear, winds calm, 69dF 
 
 
Content copyright ©2020-2021 by Greg Butler, KW6GB. All rights reserved. 

Net Control Stations - Morning P2P Session Only 
Please check in through ONLY ONE of these stations each week. 

Role Station Dial Frequency Operator Location 

Primary KW6GB 3582 kHz Greg Butler Warren County, VA 

Alternate KM4DC 3585 kHz Don McCubbin Fairfax County, VA 

Alternate KN4LQN 3590.5 kHz David Elkins Chesterfield County, VA 

Alternate N4ACK 3565 kHz Lyle Piner Isle of Wight County, VA 

 
Messages sent to Alternate NCS must be addressed to the receiving station. 

Net Control Station - Evening P2P Session 

Role Station Dial Frequency Operator Location 

Primary KW6GB 3582 kHz Greg Butler Warren County, VA 

 
No Alternate Net Control Stations. 
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The next QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo is ready to lift off on August 14-15, 2021 and we’ve loaded it with amazing 
speakers, content, prizes, networking, and exhibits.  Anyone can attend from their home or office. Early bird dis-
counts are now available at www.qsotodayhamexpo.com.   
  
Included in this Expo’s 90+ world-class speakers is an entire track dedicated to the astounding world of amateur 
satellite radio.  With over 70 amateur satellites launched, any ham can take advantage of this unique facet of our 
hobby.  At the Expo, you’ll learn and engage with satellite radio experts who will help you master the skills you 
need to make it happen.  Plus advanced sessions to provide additional competencies to those already deep in sat-
ellite radio.  
 
Our sessions include: 

• Adventures with Repeater Builder:  A Raspberry Pi based Multi-Mode Digital Voice Modem that gives new 
life to analog repeaters by allowing them to become digitally capable. Discover how it is used at ORI for M17 proto-
col space and terrestrial work.  (Michelle Thompson, W5NYV) 

• Amateur Radio and Debris Mitigation:  How can open source help the amateur radio satellite service deal 
with new FCC regulations about Debris Mitigation in space? Come hear the good news and learn about innovative 
solutions.  (Michelle Thompson, W5NYV) 

• Beacon in LEO:  AMSAT provides space enthusiasts with a DIY satellite development kit. Currently, this kit 
comes with a LoRa RFM 95 transceiver for transmitting data from the sensors. Our project is to piggy back the 
sensor section with a 6 cm or 3 cm band beacon.  (Vidya Gopalakrishnan K4VGK) 

• BG0AUB's QO-100 Satellite QSO/DIY Journey:  BG0AUB, will present his QO-100 (Qatar Telecom Satellite) 
story, including how he got involved in this activity, gear development, and fun anecdotes of his QO-100 experienc-
es.  (Feng Zhao, BG0AUB) 

• DVBS2 Based Transponder Demo:  Get an engaging and practical demo of a DVBS2 Based Transponder 
along with answering all of your questions to apply it to your own hamshack.  (Anshul Makkar) 

• Getting Started with Amateur Satellites:  Learn everything you need to know to get started with amateur ra-
dio satellites, with a focus on using equipment likely already in your hamshack.  (Patrick Stoddard, WD9EWK) 
Portable Operating for Amateur Satellites:  Discover how to work with amateur radio satellites away from home. 
Includes discussion on the equipment used for portable operating, licensing issues, and other issues related to 
portable operating.  (Patrick Stoddard, WD9EWK) 
 
At the Expo, you won’t spend a dime on travel!  And your ticket allows you to return over the 30 day on-demand 
period after the Expo to listen to speakers you missed during the Live period, and spend more time exploring the 
exhibitor booths.  (At our last Expo, attendees took advantage of this to watch almost 100,000 videos). 
 
ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio® in the United States, is a QSO Today Ham Expo Part-
ner.  FlexRadio is the Expo’s Platinum Sponsor and Gold sponsors are Elecraft and RFinder. 
  
Save money and take advantage of early bird registration - go to https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/ now to get 
registered!  
  
We look forward to having you join us at the Expo for an amazing and engaging experience. 
 
PS: All QSO Today Expo attendees qualify for a free subscription to Microwave Journal, the leading RF and micro-
wave technology magazine. Get your subscription now at https://www.microwavejournal.com/subscribe.  

https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SIlgGx&mc=9C&s=AgVwvi&u=Fa22&z=EEMfyeJ&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SIlgyl&mc=9C&s=AgVwvi&u=Fa22&z=ECg8ch&
https://www.microwavejournal.com/subscribe
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SIlgzG&mc=9C&s=AgVwvi&u=Fa22&z=EC6TwrT&
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Announcements 
The Amateur Radio Emergency Data 
Network (AREDN

®
) Development Team 

announces the availability of a new sta-
ble production release of their software, 
version 3.21.4.0. This version supports 
new devices from the MikroTik, TP-Link, 
GL.iNET, and Ubiquiti. 
 

Upcoming ARRL Section, 
State, and Division Conven-
tions 
Many conventions and hamfests have 
been canceled or postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Check the calen-
dar of canceled events on the ARRL 
website. 

August 13 - 15 -- QSO Today Virtual 
Ham Expo (online) 

August 21 - 22 -- ARRL Southeastern 
Division Convention (Huntsville Ham-
fest), Huntsville, Alabama 

Find conventions and hamfests in your 
area. 
 
 

MS Volunteer’s 
 
After months of hard work, I am thrilled to 
announce the launch of the National MS So-
ciety’s new volunteer portal! 
For volunteer opportunities happening after 
July 1st, 2021 you can sign up using our new 
volunteer portal, which means you can sign 
up for our Bike MS: Historic New Bern 
Ride happening the weekend of September 
10th through 12th, 2021!  
Greater Carolinas Market Site 
Step 1: Create your Volunteer Profile 

• You may already have an account with 

us, if so, just reset your password to login! 
Instructions to reset your password found here. 
Step 2: Join the Greater Carolinas Chapter Volun-
teers User Group  

Step 3: Respond to Volunteer Opportunities for the 
New Bern Ride –  

• Bike MS: Historic New Bern Ride 

 Date: September 10th through 12th, 2021 

 Location: New Bern, NC 
Event Page: https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/need/

index?s=1&need_init_id=4216 
Our goal for this new website is to provide our incred-
ible volunteers (that’s you!) with a fresh, modern ex-
perience that makes it easy to find the volunteer op-
portunities that match each person's unique skills and 
interests. 
 
Some of the features we are most excited to share are: 

• Your Volunteer Profile – Denote Skills & Inter-
ests so Volunteer Coordinators can find the right vol-
unteer opportunities for YOU. 

• Track Your Volunteer Hours & Impact – Com-
pelling infographics display hours, impact value, and 
opportunity responses. 

• Stay Connected – “Fan” your local chapter to re-
ceive new opportunity notifications. 
Check it out and let me know what you think! I hope 
you’re going to love it as much as I do. 
 
All the best, 

Gab    
Gabrielle (Gab) Pipitone Tuggle 
Specialist, Volunteer Engagement  
Pronouns: She/Her 
  
National MS Society 
3101 Industrial Dr. Suite 210  
Raleigh, NC 27609 
tel 919-792-1024 x51224 
nmss 1-800-344-4867 
nationalMSsociety.org 
 

Family Comes First During Hurri-
cane Preparation for Home and 
Station 
The Atlantic hurricane season began on June 1 

http://www.arednmesh.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://hamfest.org/
https://hamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=119460
https://galaxydigital.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/36000040866-resetting-your-password
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/user/joinGroup/?group=Es0kwNLgm9Ih0gmV09LWtMd8i5Fe5EQliNPmSvXZCphphbNxSIFJllRD7d2lKhpRkNn%2BgThtyxcidbNHtEkNFA%3D%3D
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/user/joinGroup/?group=Es0kwNLgm9Ih0gmV09LWtMd8i5Fe5EQliNPmSvXZCphphbNxSIFJllRD7d2lKhpRkNn%2BgThtyxcidbNHtEkNFA%3D%3D
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/need/index?s=1&need_init_id=4216
https://nmss.galaxydigital.com/need/index?s=1&need_init_id=4216
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and continues through November 30, and two 
named storms have already shown up, although nei-
ther threatened the US. There's still time to make 
sure you, your family, and your ham station are pre-
pared. Remember, your family's safety comes first. 

Your first stop should be a visit to the National 
Weather Service (NWS) page for personal and fami-
ly hurricane season preparedness. Next, prepare 
your amateur radio station and equipment for possi-
ble service and/or deployment. For example, be 
sure to have multiple sources of backup power, such 
as batteries and generators, and test them to make 
sure they'll do the job, if needed. Never test or run a 
generator indoors or in an enclosed area where any-
one may be nearby. 

Make sure you can take down and reinstall anten-
nas quickly and efficiently when there's a threat of 
severe storms. VHF antennas mounted on masts 
and typical HF dipoles can be taken down and put 
up in minutes. 

Also, test all radios and peripherals, especially those 
you may not use on a routine basis, but might want 
during a severe weather emergency. This might in-
clude handheld transceivers (especially for VHF and 
UHF) and any HF gear that can easily run from 
emergency power sources. 

Know the name, call sign, and email address of both 
your ARRL Section Manager (SM) and Section 
Emergency Coordinator (SEC). Keep a list of emer-
gency and public safety nets handy. Some hams 

 

establish a "hardened" facility that's essentially 
stormproof, with ham gear installed inside.  

In addition, look for local/regional nets before a seri-
ous storm strikes, to learn or practice net procedure 
and get acquainted with all the players you might 
work with in a disaster: net and emergency manag-
ers, American Red Cross, Community Emergency 
Response Teams (CERT), Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Service

®
 (ARES), and Radio Amateur Civil 

Emergency Services (RACES) communicators. Ob-
tain and learn how to use Winlink HF mail. 

"The advantages are clear, and that's why the Red 

Cross and others embrace Winlink," Rick 
Palm, K1CE, says in his July 2021 QST 
"Public Service" column. "There is a learning 
curve to gaining Winlink proficiency, howev-
er. It's not a system for spontaneous volun-
teers." On-air training is available. 

The National Weather Service offers infor-
mation on personal and family hurricane 
season preparedness. Read an expanded 
version. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Florida, Rick Palm, K1CE, has repur-
posed a heavy steel shipping container 
for a hardened ham radio facility that's 
ready for the hurricane season. [Sandy 
Tan, photo] 

http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
http://www.arrl.org/news/family-comes-first-during-hurricane-preparation-for-home-and-station
http://www.arrl.org/news/family-comes-first-during-hurricane-preparation-for-home-and-station
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Hams in New Zealand again have access to 60 meters 
 
  The New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters (NZART) an-
nounced recently that negotiations with regulator RSM were suc-
cessful in accommodating 60-meter operation for New Zealand ra-
dio amateurs. Following the end of the two-channel 60-meter "trial" 
in New Zealand during 2020, hams there will now have access to a 
WRC-15 Amateur Secondary Allocation of 5351.5 - 5366.5 kHz with 
a maximum allowable power of 15 W EIRP (about 9.14 W) by apply-
ing for a sub-license. An FAQ on the new licensing system for 60 
meters has been posted. Scan and email your completed form to 
NZART Headquarters. Once acknowledged by return email, applicants may begin operation. This 
trial will be for 12 months, to allow RSM to assess if any interference issues arise. If none do, then 
NZART will negotiate with RSM to have the 60-meter band added to the General User Radio Li-
cense, eliminating any need for a sub-license in the future. -- Thanks to Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, Edi-
tor, The 5 MHz Newsletter 
 
( An article found said “Our channel 5 frequency has been adopted internationally as the international call 
frequency of 60 meters. “, Editor) 

YOTA Announces New Three-Times-a-Year Contest 

"Team YOTA" of Youngsters on the Air in IARU Region 1 has announced it will 
sponsor a new contest, the YOTA Contest. Open to all radio amateurs, it takes 
place three times a year and runs for just 12 hours. YOTA said the aim is to 
boost on-the-air activity by younger radio amateurs and to support YOTA. The 
contest will take place on different 12-hour windows on three Saturdays. 

The opening event will be on May 22, 0800 - 1959 UTC. The other two in 2021 
will be July 17, 1000 - 2159 UTC, and December 30, 1200 - 2359 UTC. 

YOTA has established eight different operating categories, which include sub-categories for operators age 25 and 
younger, but operators of all ages may participate. Covering 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meters, the allowable modes will be 
CW and SSB. 

The contest exchange will be the age of the participating operator. Different ages serve as score multipliers during the 
contest. Stations may work the same station once per band mode. 

Contacts between the station's own continent are worth 1 point, while working DX is worth 3 points. The most points will 
be achieved by working the youngest operators. "The younger the operator, the more points one will get for the QSO," 
YOTA said. 

The IARU Region 1 Youth Working Group is working with Hungary's IARU member-society MRASZ, the Hungarian Am-
ateur Radio Society. MRASZ is providing a contest log robot, among other things. 

Submit Cabrillo logs only. Contest winners will be announced once logs received have been checked in the various cate-
gories. Winners will be awarded with a YOTA Contest plaque. 

The contest committee consists of the IARU Region 1 Youth Working Group: Philipp, DK6SP, chair; Markus, DL8GM, 
vice chair, and members Csaba, HA6PX, and Tomi, HA8RT. 

Contact the YOTA Contest Committee with any questions or further information. 

https://mcusercontent.com/64f7be5730c7460d77210d538/files/99497205-974b-af90-3083-7ed25462ad33/60m_Sub_Licence_2021.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/64f7be5730c7460d77210d538/files/8577c7a3-863e-8648-d25e-64fbf835a060/60m_FAQs_2021.pdf
mailto:nzart@nzart.org.nz
https://ham-yota.com/contest
https://contest.ham-yota.com/
mailto:contest@ham-yota.com
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BARC Website Blog page 
Titles 
 
See you at QSO Today Virtu-
al Ham Expo! 
 
Around the world in a Bal-
loon. 
 
Contest University Propaga-
tion Seminar 2021. 
 
Winter Field day. 
 
Podcast/Videos/webpages. 
 
Let’s look ahead. 
 
John McCoy, K4KBB, SK 
11/29/20. 
 
10kHz signal on 40M. 
 
Everyone Join Amazon 
Smile and support BARC. 
 
The “Bubba” Potatoe gun. 
 
Brightleaf Emergency Com-
munications 
Workgroup (BECW) 
 
A Nice Winter POTA Day 
 
Podcast’s 
 
ARRL DX CX Contest 
And others 
 
Feel free to view, comment 
and add. 

Membership Dues 
 

 Membership dues for BARC are due January 1 every year. Mem-
bership dues are as follows and are almost the same as 2020: • 
Regular Member $20.00 • Family Member $2.00 • Associate Mem-
ber (Non-Licensed) $5.00 • Life Members $0.00 • New Hams:  Free 
first year  
  We are requesting that you send the application form in, so that we 
can have your correct information on file. The form can be down-
loaded at: 
 https://www.qsl.net/w4amc/barc-application.html. 
  Please give the application and dues to the Treasurer at the meet-
ing or mail your dues, along with the member application form to:  
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 8387, Greenville, NC 
27835  
  Or go to https://w4amc.com/membership/ to use PayPal at the 
page bottom. 
  If there are any questions concerning membership status or dues, 
please contact Jim Lowe, AC4JL, Treasurer@w4amc.com or (252) 
320-6545.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and participation in BARC.  

**Renew/Join Now** 
Help Support  BARC. 

Hey Moe! Can I call CQ too? 

https://qsl.net/w4amc/barc-application.html
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com
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TARHEEL NET MANAGER 
 
  Mike Fagan, AE4MF, has done a fine job in the time that he has served as Net Manager for the Tarheel 
Emergency Net .  He has informed me that he will move out of state at some time in the not too distant fu-
ture.   
If you are interested in becoming Net Manager of the Tarheel Net, let me or Mike (ae4mf at gmail) know of 
your interest.  We would like the next Net Manager to have an opportunity to work with Mike before there is 
a vacancy.  Duties include: 
 
a. Maintaining contact with net control stations for the various evening 
sessions. 
b. Recruiting net control stations when vacancies arise. 
c. Filing a monthly report with W4DNA Section Traffic Manager. 
d. Assist in developing a Net Operating Guide for distribution to net 
participants. 
 
An ideal candidate would be one with a good hf signal heard across the state (subject to band conditions 
which are expected to improve), a willingness to work to increase net participation, and a desire to increase 
the usefulness of the Tarheel Net which has been in existence since 1947.  The next Tarheel Net Manager 
may choose an Assistant Net Manager to assist the Net Manager.  
 

REGIONAL HAMFESTS ARE COMING BACK!!! 
 
Many people have waited a long time for the return of hamfests and swapfests.  The organizations that put 
these events on invest a lot of time, effort and money to make these events happen.  Do you part and show 
your support by attending.  The following events have been publicly announced.   
 
Depending upon your location, you may want to save the date and plan on attending one or more of the fol-
lowing events: 
 
August 14  22nd Annual Cape Fear Swapfest – Fayetteville NC.  Info 
at http://www.cfarsnc.org  

 
September 3-5 Shelby Hamfest, Cleveland County Fairgrounds.  Info at 
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org  

 
September 24-25, W4DXCC DX and Contest Convention, Pigeon Forge, TN.  
Info at http://w4dxcc.com  

 
October 2, 69th Annual Rock Hill Hamfest, Rock Hill SC.  Info at 

http://www.cfarsnc.org
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org
http://w4dxcc.com
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http://www.scssb.net/Hamfests/
Hamfests.html  

 
October 7 Roanoke Valley Hamfest, Roanoke 
VA  Info at 
http://w4ca.com 

 
October 16 W4NC FallFest, Winston-Salem 
NC.  Info at http://W4NC.COM 

 
October 23 Carolina Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Services Hamfest, Gaffney 
SC.  Info to follow. 
 
November 6 Stone Mountain Hamfest, Law-
renceville GA.  Info at 
https://www.stonemountainhamfest.com  

 
2021 is the centennial of the Finnish 
Amateur Radio League (SRAL). 
 The special anniversary call sign 
OH100SRAL is being used throughout 
the year. Working at least 100 Finnish 
stations during 2021 qualifies the opera-
tor for an award.  

Announcements 
Japanese Antarctica Research Expedi-
tion (JARL) station 8J1RL will be active 
from February 2021 to January 2022 with 
Takumi, JG3PLH, at the helm. 8J1RL is 
located at the Japanese Syowa Station 
on East Ongul Island in eastern Antarcti-
ca. Activity will be on SSB, CW, and FT8, 
7 - 28 MHz. 
 
 

2022 ARRL National Convention 
Emergency Communications 
Training Track Not to be Missed  
  It's not too early to plan on attending the 
2022 ARRL National Convention, set to 
take place at Orlando HamCation

®
 

(www.hamcation.com) on February 11 - 

13. A day-long workshop on emergency communi-
cations is scheduled as one of the training tracks 
that will be offered as part of the National Conven-
tion program that will precede HamCation on 
Thursday, February 10. The training presentations 
will feature current protocols, techniques, and re-
sponsibilities for the modern volunteer radio opera-
tor serving partner public safety entities. The pre-
senters are all subject-matter experts. Topics to be 
covered include the ARRL National and Florida 
Emergency Communicator Task Books, an over-
view of amateur radio responses to disasters, basic 
voice traffic handling with hands-on voice traffic net/
message transfer practice, using the ICS-213 form, 
Winlink's ARDOP (Amateur Radio Digital Open) 
and VARA protocols, and the Radio Mail Server 
(RMS) hybrid internet/HF radio gateway system. 
Registration for the National Convention Training 
Tracks will open later this summer at www.arrl.org/
expo. 

A lot like trying to get that last needed 
contact. 

http://www.scssb.net/Hamfests/Hamfests.html
http://www.scssb.net/Hamfests/Hamfests.html
http://w4ca.com
http://W4NC.COM
https://www.stonemountainhamfest.com
https://www.sral.fi/english/
http://www.hamcation.com/
http://www.arrl.org/expo
http://www.arrl.org/expo
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www.arrl.org/2021-Hurricanes 

This page, www.arrl.org/2021-Hurricanes, in-
cludes information and news summarizing the prep-
arations and response by Amateur Radio (ham ra-
dio) volunteers who are supporting emergency com-
munications in areas that may be (or have 
been) impacted by 2021 hurricanes. Ham radio op-
erators provide a critical communications capability 
used for relaying life-saving information and to as-
sist with reunification activities. Additionally, radio 
amateurs throughout affected regions often provide 
firsthand accounts of storm impact and ongoing re-
covery needs.  
 
 
INFORMATION RESOURCES 

National Hurricane Center 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 
 
Tropical Tidbits (current forecast models) 
https://www.tropicaltidbits.com/ 
 
Active Red Cross Shelters 
maps.redcross.org/website/maps/
ARC_Shelters.html 

Red Cross Safe and Well 
www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-
recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-
ones.html 
 
Facebook Safety Check 
www.facebook.com/about/safetycheck 
 
Hurricane Watch Net 
hwn.org 

VOIP Hurricane Net 
voipwx.net 
 
Amateur Radio at the National Hurricane Center 
www.WX4NHC.org 
 
FEMA - Federal Emergency Management Agency 
www.fema.gov 

Ready.gov - Plan ahead for disasters 
www.ready.gov 

Hurricane Central - The Weather Channel 
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane 
 

 

Hurricane Season 2021 nets 

Hurricane Season 2021 nets to know include 
the Hurricane Watch Net (HWN) on 14.325 
and 7.268 MHz, the Caribbean Emergency 
Weather Net (CEWN) on 3.815 and 7.188 
MHz, the Marine Maritime Services Net 
(MMSN) on 14.300 MHz, the Intercontinental 
Net on 14.300 MHz, and the Salvation Army 
Team Emergency Radio Network (SATERN) 
on 14.260 MHz.  

Thanks to The ARRL ARES Letter 

http://www.arrl.org/2021-Hurricanes
http://www.arrl.org/ham-aid
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.tropicaltidbits.com/
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.facebook.com/about/safetycheck/
http://hwn.org/
http://voipwx.net/
http://www.wx4nhc.org/
http://www.wx4nhc.org/
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane
http://www.hwn.org/
http://cewn.dageekz.com/
http://mmsn.org/
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
https://www.satern.org/AboutSATERN.html
http://www.arrl.org/ares-letter/
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Hurricane Season 2021: Nets to 
Know 
Caribbean Emergency Weather Net - Meets daily 
at 1030Z and 2230Z on 3815 kHz. 

Hurricane Watch Net -- 14.325 MHz, 7.268 MHz -
- Activated whenever a hurricane is within 300 
nautical miles of expected landfall. Disseminates 
storm information and relays meteorological data 
to National Hurricane Center via embedded NHC 
station WX4NHC. Also relays post-storm damage 
reports and other relevant information.  

Intercontinental Net operates from 7 AM to noon 
US Eastern Time on 14.300 MHz, providing a 
means of emergency communications to any lo-
cation where normal communications are disrupt-
ed. 

Marine Maritime Services Net -- 14.300 MHz -- 
The network acts as a weather beacon for ships 
during periods of severe weather and regularly 
repeats high seas and tropical weather warnings 
and bulletins from the National Weather Service 
and the National Hurricane Center.  

Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network 
(SATERN) -- 14.260 MHz -- The purpose of the 
SATERN net is to support the Salvation Army op-
erations in local, regional and international disas-
ter situations. - ARRL US Virgin Islands Section 
News 

New Bern MS Bike 2021 is coming! 

After 2 cancellations (Or is it 3?) due to a Hurri-
cane then a Virus, New Bern MS Bike will be this 
September 11-12, 2021.This event consist of 
many bikes being ridden for two days. There is 4 
different length of routes the bicyclists can take. 
Each day a different way to go. 

  Ham radio operators help on the course. Oper-
ating at the rest stops, driving on the roads 
checking on the riders, manning the Net Control, 
shadowing MS Leaders, providing rides and re-
porting needed information by radio thru it all. 
Check on status and sign up if interested. If your 
looking for a Hotel for the weekend of it, start 
looking now. Many Bikers will also be looking. 

By Mark Raysin, KG4GVJ 

VOA Event February 19-20, 2022 
 
Brightleaf will be the W4A station. Transmitting 
location to be determined. Details still being 
worked out. 

https://www.dxzone.com/dx30956/caribbean-emergency-and-weather-net.html#:~:text=The%20Amateur%20Radio%20network%20now,North%20and%20South%20American%20friends.
http://www.hwn.org
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
http://mmsn.org/
https://qso.com/satern/SATERNNets.html


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 38 August 2021 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter for three 
months for each renewal. Ads must be received by the last week of 
the month to be included in the following issue. Send ads to: Ham 
Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835. Or Email the Ham 
Chatter. 
 
Used Radios and equipment for Sale: 
 

Tytera MD 380 UHF DMR & Analog HT, includes one 
battery, and charger,  and box. 
Programmed, but buyer will need to get an DMR ID, and 
change the ID in the HT 
Asking $75.00 
  
Bernard Nobles WA4MOK 
wa4mok@embarqmail.com 

mailto:wa4mok@embarqmail.com
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Commercial Ad Rates 
 

1/8 page, Business Card Size  
$10 per Month - $100 per Year 
Send ads to:  Ham Chatter,  
PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 
Help support Ham Chatter and the club.   Donations 
accepted! 

BARC on FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ 

Facebook and Group details 
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.html#BARC 

 

Pitt County Repeater Association 
http://www.pcra.us/ 

 Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter 
for three months for each renewal. Ads must be received by 
the last week of the month to be included in the following 
issue. Send ads to: Ham Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, 
NC 27835. Or Email the Ham Chatter. 
 

 

How to print a copy of your FCC License  
by Jim, KV4SJ   
 
To access an official copy of your license: 
 
1. Go to: HTTPs://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp 
 
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has links to find or get 

your FRN.) 
 
3.   Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” in the links on the 
left hand side. 
 
4.   Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Authorizations” and 
click on the Add button to copy it into the “Authorizations to Down-
load” box. 
 
5.   Click on the Download button to download an official copy of your 
license in PDF format. 
via Forsyth ARC Newsletter, August 2020 

BARC MEMBERS 
 If you are not receiving Ham Chatter email notices,  
please send an email to hamchatter@w4amc.com so I can get 
your email address.  I know some have said they do not re-
ceive them but haven’t sent me their address.  You may miss 
some important BARC notices. - KG4GVJ and W4YDY 

http://www.pcra.us/
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BARC 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Aug 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . SARL HF Phone Contest 
Aug 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . K1USN Slow Speed Test (CW,
 Max 20 WPM) 
Aug 3   . . . . . . . . . . . .  Worldwide Sideband Activity 
 Contest 
Aug 3   . . . . . . .  ARS Spartan Sprint (CW) 
Aug 3, 5   . . . . . . . RTTY ops Weeksprint 
Aug 4   . . . . . . . Phone Weekly Test—Fray 
Aug 4 –5 . . . . . . . . . .  CW ops Mini-CWT Test 
Aug 4   . . . . . . . . . . . . UHF FT8 Activity Contest 
Aug 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Regular Meeting – 7PM 
Aug 17 . . . . . . . . . .. . .  BARC Emergency (BECW) 7PM 
Aug 31 . . . . . . . . . . . .  Board Meeting—7PM 
Aug 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . Ham Chatter Deadline 
Sept. 11-12 . . . . . . . . .  New Bern MS Bike 2021 
Sept 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Woods, Dinner—7PM 
Sept 21 . . . . . . . . . . . .  BARC Emergency 7PM 
Sept 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . Board Meeting—7PM 
Sept 30 . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ham Chatter Deadline 
Feb 19-20 2022 . . . . . . VOA Anniversary Event  “W4A” 
 

Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 PM Live-Zoom 
BARC Emergency Communication Workgroup - 
3rd Tuesday  @ 7pm ZOOM 
Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM ZOOM 
Contest Calendar: All the rules: 
 https//www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 
 
Upcoming ARRL Section, State, and Division Conventions 

Many conventions and hamfests have been 
canceled or postponed due to the corona-
virus pandemic. Check the calendar of 
canceled events on the ARRL website. 

 
August 14 - 15 -- QSO Today Virtual Ham Ex-

po (online) 
August 21 - 22 -- ARRL Southeastern Division 

Convention (Huntsville Hamfest), Hunts-
ville, Alabama 

 September 10 - 12 -- ARRL New England Divi-
sion Convention (Northeast HamXposition), 

September 25 -- ARRL Dakota Division Convention 
(RRRA Hamfest), West Fargo, North Dakota 
August 27 - 29 -- ARRL West Virginia State Conven-
tion, Sutton, West Virginia 
September 3 - 5 -- ARRL North Carolina Section 
Convention (Shelby Hamfest), Shelby, North Carolina 
September 10 - 11 -- ARRL Illinois Section Conven-
tion (2021 W9DXCC Convention), Naperville, Illinois 

September 12 -- ARRL Southern New Jersey 
Section Convention and Hamfest, Mullica 
Hill, New Jersey 

 
Find conventions and hamfests in your area. 
 
Other events: 

• August 5 -- NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest (CW, 
phone, digital) 

August 5 -- EACW Meeting (CW) 
 
And so many more folks. 

BARC 2 METER NET - MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM - 147.09 W4GDF REPEATER - 131.8 Tone 
Down East Hospital Net - 2nd Tuesday at noon - Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ 

BRIGHTLEAF AMATEUR RADIO CLUB STATIONS 

W 1 V O A  -  W 4 A M C  -  W 4 U H S  

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:1/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://hamfest.org/
https://hamfest.org/
https://hamxposition.org/
https://hamxposition.org/
https://rrra.org/cal/2021/09/25/rrra-hamfest-arrl-dakota-division-convention/
https://www.qsl.net/wvsarc/
https://www.qsl.net/wvsarc/
http://www.shelbyhamfest.org
https://w9dxcc.com/
https://w9dxcc.com/
http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.w2mmd.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests

