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An Official BARC, W4AMC, Publication Volume 56 Issue 10 October 2022  

Editor, Mark,  KG4GVJ    Email: hamchatter @ w4amc.com 

Amateur Radio 
“only fail-safe system” 

General meeting Oct. 11, 2022 
7pm on ZOOM and at The 
Oakwood School, in the Music 
Room. 4000 MacGregor Rd, 
Greenville, NC.  
 
 All members, families and guests are 
invited to attend. 
  

Speaker:  
Nate Moreschi, N4YDU  

World Radio Sport Team 
Championships.  
 
Nov. 8:  Grant Willis, VK5GR 
IOTA (Australia) ZOOM 
ALSO: Elections for Club officers 
 
Dec 13, Christmas Party, Pot Luck, 
Immanuel Church (Still confirming at 
this time) 
 
 

Reminder, Dues due January 1,  
2023 

 
Please send in your checks to the 

Treasurer or go to our W4AMC.com 
webpage and use PayPal on the website. 

Thank you. 
 

  

We  need to vote for new Officers in the 
Club this November. 

Please  send your votes in before the Nov 
meeting if not coming in person. 

 
 
Vice-President’s: One is still open, to help with the duties of 
the president by taking on some of the needs of leadership. 
Although if no takers, VP 1 and 2 will be combined this year. 

Board Meeting - October 25, 2022 
The meeting will be on ZOOM  at 
7:00 PM. All members invited.  

New Bern Bike MS 2022 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:hamchatter%20@%20w4amc.com
https://w4amc.com/membership-2/
https://w4amc.com/membership-2/
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ARLB018 FCC Grants an ARRL Emergency Request to Permit Higher Data Rate Transmissions 
for Hurricane Relief Communications 
 
ZCZC AG18 
QST de W1AW 
ARRL Bulletin 18  ARLB018 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT  September 28, 2022 
To all radio amateurs  
 
SB QST ARL ARLB018 
ARLB018 FCC Grants an ARRL Emergency Request to Permit Higher Data Rate Transmissions for Hurricane 
Relief Communications 
 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has granted an ARRL emergency request for a 60-day tempo-
rary waiver intended to facilitate amateur radio emergency communications for hurricane relief. The waiv-
er was adopted on Tuesday, September 27, 2022, and immediately permitted amateur radio operators 
supporting amateur data transmission for Hurricane Ian traffic to employ a higher symbol rate for data 
transmissions than the current limit of 300 baud. 
 
In its Order (DA 22-1011), the FCC concluded "that granting the requested waiver is in the public interest. 
Puerto Rico was recently hit by Hurricane Fiona and Hurricane Ian is predicted to cause significant damage, 
including disruption to electricity and communications services. Thus, to accommodate amateur radio opera-
tors assisting in the recovery efforts, we grant the ARRL's waiver request for the period of 60 days from the 
date of this Order to operate in any parts of the United States and its territories impacted by hurricanes. The 
waiver is limited to amateur radio operators in the United States and its territories using publicly document-
ed data protocols that are compatible with FCC rules, with the exception of the data rate limit waived here, 
for those directly involved with HF hurricane relief communications." 
 
ARRL's request stated that trained amateur radio operators are working with emergency management offi-
cials and relief organizations to assist with disaster relief communications in anticipation of the arrival on the 
Gulf Coast of Hurricane Ian. ARRL sought the waiver for Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) volunteers, 
and other amateur radio support groups working with federal, state, and local emergency management offi-
cials to assist with disaster relief. 
 
Pursuant to ARRL's request and similar to written waivers granted by the FCC in earlier years, to qualify, a 
protocol or mode exceeding the 300 baud symbol rate limit must (1) be publicly documented, (2) use no 
more bandwidth than the currently permissible slower protocols (generally accepted to be the bandwidth of 
an SSB signal, or 2.8 kHz), and (3) be used solely for communications related to hurricane relief. 
 
Section 97.307(f) of the FCC's rules prevents the use of certain protocols capable of higher data rate emis-
sions in the High Frequency (HF) bands that many amateur stations active in emergency communications pre-
paredness are capable of using. ARRL described that equipment they plan to use exceeds the 300 baud sym-
bol limit and that the higher data rates are critical in sending relief communications. Many use radio modems 
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and personal computers capable of using digital protocols and modes that would permit faster messaging 
rates than normally permitted under the FCC's rules. ARRL pointed out that higher data rates can be critical 
to timely transmission of relief communications, such as lists of needed and distributed supplies. 
 
ARRL also explained that radio amateurs using higher-speed emissions for hurricane-related messages in the 
United States and its territories must be able to communicate with similar stations in the US, possibly with 
Caribbean-based stations that are directly involved with hurricane relief efforts, and also with Federal sta-
tions on the five channels in the 5 MHz band involved with the SHARES network and other interoperability 
partners on those frequencies. 
 
ARRL also pointed out that the past FCC temporary waivers have allowed such protocols in similar events in-
cluding Hurricanes Maria, Dorian, Laura, and Ida, typhoon relief communications in Hawaii, and wildfires in 
the western areas of the US. 
 
In 2016, in response to an ARRL petition for rulemaking, the FCC proposed to remove the symbol rate limita-
tions, which it tentatively concluded had become unnecessary due to advances in modulation techniques and 
no longer served a useful purpose. That proceeding, WT Docket 16-239, is still pending. 
NNNN 
/EX 

http://www.w4amc.com
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We have a request to help take a tower down…from Bernie: (Email) 
 

Peter, Rick Lamonica is in bad health. 
He wants to donate his tower to the club, which is a  
Heights free standing aluminum tower, not sure it's about 40 feet. 
We will need a working party to take it down, and get all the coax out. 
 

I'm still weak from covid, but getting better, so it might be awhile before I could help. 
Maybe you & I can meet in the near future and discuss a plan to help Rick. 
Take Care 
 
Bernard Nobles WA4MOK 
 
——>Please contact Bernie and we will make a tower takedown party! Who can help with this? 

*** 2022 MAYSVILLE HAMFEST *** 
 
Where: Maysville Community Building, William H. Frost Park, 703 8th St., Maysville, NC 
28555  (Same Place As Always) 
 
When:  October 9, 2022   (Always 1st Sunday In October) 
 
Hours:  8:00 AM - 3:00 PM  
 
Cost: ** ALWAYS FREE **  
 
Contact:  Byron Highland, K4BMH, President Maysville Hamfest Assoc, bhighland@nc.rr.com  252-
347-1498  
 
Website:  https://www.maysvillehamfest.org/   (Old website & Needs Updating) 

A crossband activation of NEPM, the Battleship USS Iowa's original active call sign, is sched-
uled in memory of Pearl Harbor. As the representative of the National Museum of the Surface Na-
vy at the Battleship Iowa Museum in San Pedro, California, the Battleship Iowa Amateur Radio As-
sociation (BIARA) will honor the sailors and ships previously homeported in San Pedro who were 
attacked on December 7, 1941, with special crossband activations of NEPM on December 6 and 7, 
2022. When Pearl Harbor was attacked, seven of the battleships formerly homeported in San Pedro 
Bay were not present. Eight Pacific fleet battleships -- the USS Arizona, USS California, USS Mary-
land, USS Nevada, USS Oklahoma, USS Tennessee, USS West Virginia, and USS Pennsylvania -- 
were at Pearl Harbor and absorbed the brunt of the Japanese attack. Of these eight ships, three 
sank, one capsized, and four suffered varying degrees of damage. Under the authority of the Navy 
and Marine Corps Spectrum Office Southwest, they will transmit using the Iowa's NEPM call sign on 
assigned military frequencies and listen for calls from the amateur radio community in their adjacent 
bands. NEPM will transmit on 14.375 MHz, 18.170 MHz, and/or 21.460 MHz on J3E upper sideband 
and/or A1A CW. The operator will advise listeners as to where they are listening. Amateur partici-
pants are reminded not to transmit on the NEPM military frequencies. Operations on both days are 
expected to be from 1500 to 2400 UTC. QSL procedures can be found at https://biara.org. For spe-
cific questions in advance of the operation, contact w6hb@biara.org. 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:bhighland@nc.rr.com
https://www.maysvillehamfest.org/
https://biara.org/
mailto:w6hb@biara.org
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 Please bring to the Test the 
following, required: 
• Photo ID (drivers license) 
• Original Amateur Radio 
License 
• Copy of Amateur Radio 
License 
• Original CSCE’s 
• Copy of CSCE 
• Test fee (Cash) . 
 FRN number is required. * 
 A valid Email address will 

need to be provided. 
 

See this link for further 
information: https://w4amc.com/
get-your-license-ve/  

Well Wishes 
 

Thoughts and Prayers go out to 
the following:  
 
Rick Lamonica is in bad 
health. 
Doug, K4ROK in Hospital. 
 

 

Please inform the Vice President and 
Ham Chatter of any changes or needs. 
This can be of death announcements, 

sickness or prayers requested. 
 

Well Wishes 

Next VE Session  

Happy Birthday 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE BRIGHTLEAF ARC, P. O. BOX 8387, GREENVILLE, NC 27835 * NON-COPY - RIGHT MATERIAL CONTAINED 
HEREIN MAY BE REPRINTED WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION WITH CREDIT GIVEN TO THIS PUBLICATION * PRESIDENT - PETER , N4PVH * 1ST 
VICE PRESIDENT - VACANT* 2ND VICE PRESIDENT - JUDY, W3JUU * SECRETARY - BETH , KN4FZB, * TREASURER - TERRY, K4ZYD, * VE 
LIAISON - GARY , KK4GC *PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLIC SERVICE COORDINATOR - VACANT * W4AMC/W1VOA/W4UHS TRUSTEE’S, BILL , 
WA4SLC and DAVE, W4EJ * HAM CHATTER EDITOR - MARK , KG4GVJ * WEBMASTER - PETER , N4PVH * EMAIL ADDRESSES ON BARC WEB 
SITE * OPINIONS BY WRITERS MAY NOT NECESSARILY BE THAT OF THE BRIGHTLEAF ARC * CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. . 

In This Issue  

Next Meetings 1 

Presidents Corner - N4PVH 6 

Board Minutes 8 

Yabba-Dabba-Doo & other Clubs 17 

Dave Langley—70 Years 
20 

High Country 10 

ARES/Auxcomm 30 

ARRL Learning 42 

BARC Blogs and Dues 59 

WinLink and Nets 61 

New Bern MS Bike 2022 24 

Hurricane Resources 60 

Ham AD’s 63 

BARC Calendar of Events 67 

To find the next VE testing session 
please go to the ARRL web 
site: http://www.arrl.org/find-an-
amateur-radio-license-exam-
session and find one in your local 
area. For local Hams, look up Ger-
ald KN4CKL as he has been doing 
limited testing all through the pan-
demic. GO Gerald!!!” You will 
need a reservation in order to be 
tested. Practice taking the test on 
line with https://
www.hamradiolicenseexam.com. 
Study material at: http://
www.arrl.org/courses-training.                                                                                                                                                            

VE News 

Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club 
members birthdays : 

10-02 AC4PW Martin  
10-19 N4DN  Donald         
10-28 K4BMH Byron  
10-31 K4ZYD  Terry  
 
11-03 AF4QY  Bob 
11-08 KD4NHZ Walter 
11-11   W4EJ  Dave 
11-13   N8CQD      Bill 
11-18 KN4LVD Daniel 

 Please let me know of any 

additions or corrections. 

Presentation Ideas 
Needed                                                                                                                       

 

Please send ideas of new 
presentation topics and pre-
senters to our new 2nd VP 
Judy W3JUU 

Email: info@w4amc.com 
 

BARC Needs YOU! 
 

BARC needs to know where 
You think we should go as a 
Club. 
Service the Community, Con-
testing, Teaching, Elmering, 
What? Give us your thoughts. 
Contact Peter or the Ham Chat-
ter The contents of this Newsletter 

doesn’t necessarily  express the 
opinion or views of Brightleaf Am-
ateur Radio Club or it’s members. 
No offence is intended. 

Gil Cartoons Courtesy of ARRL’s 
2021 Calendar(2020) and  Gil, a 
Collection of Classic Cartoon from 
QST(1986-2007) 
 
Articles in the Chatter may be from 
the ARRL Newsletters, ARES 
Newsletters and Section Managers. 
Others may be Material provided by 
others. Please respect possible cop-
yrights. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://w4amc.com/get-your-license-ve/
https://w4amc.com/get-your-license-ve/
http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
http://www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-exam-session
https://www.hamradiolicenseexam.com
https://www.hamradiolicenseexam.com
http://www.arrl.org/courses-training
http://www.arrl.org/courses-training
mailto:info@w4amc.com


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 6 October 2022 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

Dear Members: 
 
  
The officers of the board are having problems filling the vacant officer positions. The BARC Board 
met and decided to combine the two Vice President’s offices into one.  This way the VP is in charge 
of organizing and getting the speakers forward the member meetings. The VP will also helping 
President with special issues that need handling or in the president’s absence, run the meetings.   
 So far the slate of nominations are shaping up like this: President: Beth KN4FZB, VP Judy 
W3JUU, Treasurer: Dave W4EJ, Secretary: (need one to help take notes and get correspondence 
out there.) Trustee #1: Bill WA4SLC, Trustee #2 Scott  K9SPJ.  See the included nomination voting 
slate printed elsewhere in the Ham Chatter and on the web Blog.  
 Volunteer positions (not elected but volunteered or assigned by the Pres.) include: Ham 
Chatter Editor - Mark KG4GVJ, Emergency coordinator: Judy W3JUU, Webmaster: Peter N4PVH, 
QSL/Equipment Manager: Richard W4JNC. The following are open and need filling: VE Liaison, 
Public Relations/Historian, VE/Elmer (has been covered in the past by Gerald KN4KCL.) We need 
volunteers or else the club falters and dies. I have kept it running though out the pandemic creating 

President’s Corner, Peter, 
     N4PVH 

http://www.w4amc.com
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a new secure web page with timely articles, started the Zoom meetings to keep us all safe and get in 
speakers that we would never have gotten, created the hybrid meetings of in-person + zoom allow-
ing us to either be present or be virtual as well as get the unusual speakers. As an example, Judy 
has gotten a speaker from Australia to come in and talk about IOTA in November. Now that is DX for 
a meeting! 
 We need committed volunteers, not the kind that volunteers under peer pressure but then 
shows up for less than 50% of the meetings. That kind of help is no help at all. Either volunteer or 
not. If you do volunteer, please put your best effort into it. That is the only way this works. My heart 
felt thanks to all of you that have helped as this club could have shut down during the pandemic as 
did many other volunteer organizations. We survived and flourished.  
 The way we make BARC really flourish is to restart the Elmer program. We have so many op-
portunities that could make a difference in the lives of our youth. Beth is working on a STEM contact, 
Oakwood school has a fabulous technology center that is crying for amateur radio involvement in 
STEM education. We have a 50’ tower at Oakwood and a radio room just begging for some volun-
teer to pick up the baton and run with it making a fantastic experience for all youth, not just the ones 
enrolled in Oakwood. The head master’s father was into Ham Radio so he looks favorably on our 
hobby. Do we have an educator out there willing to lead the fledgling program? How about testing? 
Gerald KN4CKL has been a fantastic resource running VE sessions all throughout the pandemic, 
what a hero!  
 It is time for all of you to step up and volunteer!   “Uncle Sam Needs You!”  
73 Peter, N4PVH 

President’s Corner 

Continued 

Will you step up to the plate? 
(Editor) 

http://www.w4amc.com
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BARC Board Meeting 

September, 2022 

 

In Attendance:  

Bill Dawson WA4SLC, Beth Gonzalez KN4FZB, Scott James K9SPJ, Susan Langley-Jones 

WA4AKB, Dave Langley W4YDY, Mark Raysin KG4GVJ, Judy Taber W3JUU, Peter Van Houten 

N4PVH, Dave Wood W4EJ. 

 

Reports:  

Secretary: Previous minutes were accepted. 

 

Program Director/VP: October 11 speaker will be Nate Moreschi N4YDU on the topic of World Radio 

Sport Team Championships 

 

     November 8 speaker will be the australian guy Grant Willis VK5GR 

 about “IOTA Down Under” and BARC OFFICER ELECTIONS! 

 

     December 13 meeting will be the Christmas party with year end awards. Plan to attend and bring 

a covered dish, details to come. 

 

Ham Chatter: Almost ready for publication, awaiting a few more articles before the end of the month. 

 

Business: 

The election is coming up in November. Following is the proposed slate for the board offices. Note 

that we are still looking for a secretary and it’s not too late to jump in.  

 

 
 

We have had trouble finding a person to serve as Vice President 1, and have voted to temporarily 

eliminate the position. 

Position Candidate Notes 

President Beth KN4FZB   

Vice President (Program 
Director) 

Judy W3JUU Staying in this position 
from last year 

Treasurer Dave W4EJ   

Secretary OPEN Primary Duties:Take notes 
at board meeting, send 
welcome emails or letters 

Trustee 1 Bill W4SLC   

Trustee 2 Scott K9SPJ   

http://www.w4amc.com
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We have two different requests for a team to help take down a tower. 

 

We also have a request for someone to help a veteran program his base station. 

 

Thank you for the suggestion to contact Virginia Enzor about a Skywarn presentation. We are open 

to more suggestions for topics and speakers in the upcoming year. 

 

Mark confirming Immanuel Baptist Church as the site for our Christmas party this year. 

Will need to do certificates for peer awards too. Beth can present certs at party 

 

Meet for breakfast at Panera on October 8 at 9:00 to talk about Ham Radio Hobby! 

 

 

Submitted by Beth KN4FZB 

 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
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GREETINGS FROM THE HIGH COUNTRY       Sept 6, 2022 

 THIS WILL BE AN UNUSUALLY BRIEF NEWSLETTER WITH TIME-CRITICAL INFORMATION. 
 
Greetings from the High Country.  Boone appears to have survived having 
40,168 fans at the AppState Football Stadium on Saturday and life is coming back to its normal  crowded  
condition. 
 
Important Information that you might need: 
 
1.  The ARRL Club Grant program first round awards have been announced 
and can be viewed at http://arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-grants-270-000-to-amateur-radio-clubs. Congratu-
lations to the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club which as one of 24 ARRL affiliated clubs across the United States 
that received a grant in Phase 1. 
 
2. Clubs that want to apply for the second round of funding involving 
grants up to $25,000 can register for a webinar that will be held on Wednesday, September 7 at  7 pm.  Ad-
vance registration for the webinar is required.  Go to https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_PezTqPKCTzuwy58FWWgJ3A . 
 
3. The QSO Today Virtual Hamfest, which has generated a lot of interest 
in previous years, will be held next weekend, September 17-18 over the web.  The hamfest involves speakers 
on a variety of topics and presentations by manufacturers on new products that will be coming out soon.  
Information about the QSO Today Virtual Hamfest can be found at https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/ . 

 
4. The TAPR Digital Conference (in person) will be held in Charlotte 
next weekend at the Hilton Charlotte Airport Hotel on September r16-18.  
TAPR is the group that developed packet radio and carried forward a number of cutting edge digital projects.  
Information on the TAPR CHARLOTTE Conference can be found at https://tapr.org/conferences-2/dcc/.  

 
5. The Clingman Hamfest, sponsored by the Foothills Amateur Radio Club, 
will be held next Saturday, September 17 in Wilkes County at the Clingman Community Center, 3371 Cling-
man Road, Ronda,  
 
6. Congratulations go out to the Shelby Amateur Radio Club for their 
success in holding the 65th Shelby Hamfest.  Susan Melvin-Ledford, K4ZXN,  Hamfest Chairperson, and the 
entire club did a great job.  Those who missed it this year should mark their calendars for Labor Day weekend 
next year! 
Marv, WA4NC 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ARRL North Carolina Section 
Section Manager: Dr Marvin K Hoffman, WA4NC wa4nc@arrl.org 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-grants-270-000-to-amateur-radio-clubs
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PezTqPKCTzuwy58FWWgJ3A
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PezTqPKCTzuwy58FWWgJ3A
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/
https://tapr.org/conferences-2/dcc/
mailto:wa4nc@arrl.org
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 GREETINGS FROM THE HIGH COUNTRY              October 1, 2022 
 
The weather up here has involved a little bit of everything you might expect during Fall.  Some days have had 
lots of sun but then we also had 
the effects of Hurricane/Tropical Storm IAN.   Up here in High Country, 
IAN  left a number of people disappointed over the weather they will encounter at Wilkes Apple Festival or 
the various tailgate celebrations 
for the AppState-Citadel game later today    
 
Up here we have fared tremendously better than those in Florida but on Saturday morning, October 1, over 
280,000 customers were without power in North Carolina.  Restoration works will be a challenge since so 
many areas are affected and the work in Florida will take a lot of time and effort by available crews. 
 
Several times in the past month, I tried to finish this newsletter and share information about our tourism or 
sports euphoria but all that got tossed because of  the destruction associated with Hurricane and then Tropi-
cal Storm IAN. 
 
Our sympathies are with everyone whose homes were damages and whose livelihoods have been disrupted. 
 
ARRL MATTERS 
 
TRAINING FOR NEW SECTION MANAGERS 
 
Each year, ARRL HQ Staff holds a training program for newly elected 
Section Managers which is held at ARRL HQ..    
 
Because COVID-19 prevented the sessions being held for Section Managers elected in 2019, 2020 and 2021, a 
combined session was held last month on September 16-18.  Twenty two Section Managers from across the 
country traveled to HQ and heard presentations from CEO David Minister, N2AA, newly appointed Emergen-
cy Management Director Josh Johnston, KE5MHV, Radiosport and Regulatory Information Manager Bart 
Jahnke, W9JJ.  Each of the HQ Department Heads spoke to the Section Managers and the items below high-
light information that will be of help to members. 
 
It was particularly useful to meet with HQ staff members and to share experiences with other Section Manag-
ers. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED BY ARRL 
 
The ARRL Foundation announced that 137 students have been granted scholarships to help with their college 
expenses.  Vice Director Bill Morine, N2COP, reports that three of the recipients are from the North Carolina 
Section.  Congratulations go out to Jamey Evans, NZ4B, of Locust, Spencer Packard, K4IMP of Southern 
Shores  and  Ryan Polk, KN4IUY, of Flat Rock.  All the scholarship recipients are listed in the October 2022 is-
sue of QST. 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
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CLUB GRANTS 
 
Using $500,000 donated to ARRL Foundation  by the Amateur Radio Digital Communications to promote the 
growth of amateur radio. 
 
ARRL awarded $270,000 as grants to 24 clubs across the country.  There were 128 applications totaling $1.74 
million which was requested by various clubs.  Information on the first round of awards can be found at 
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-grants-270-000-to-amateur-radio-clubs. 
 
Within North Carolina, the Forsyth Amateur Radio Club received an award to allow them to complete the up-
grading of the club station which is housed at the Red Cross Building in Winston-Salem.  Congratulations go 
out to the FARC Team that worked on the station rebuild and the grant application. 
 
A second round of applications for club grants will be due no later than 7 pm on November 4.  Guidance on 
how to successfully writing a grant application under this program can be found in a video from the ARRL 
staff and Board members involved in the project.  Go to  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNvc_eeIIwU .    
 
Clubs are encouraged to start working on ideas for projects for which you would like ARRL Foundation fund-
ing. 
 
CLUB COMMISSION PROGRAM 
 
ARRL recently changed its policies to provide financial incentives to clubs to sign up new and renewing ARRL 
members.  Previously, if a club gathered an application a dues payment to ARRL, ARRL would send the club 
$2 for its efforts 
 
Under the new policy, a club that gets a ham to become a New ARRL member will receive a $15 commission.  
A ham who renews ARRL membership through a local club will generate a $5 commission that is payable to 
the club.  
Information on the new program can be found at the tab “Club Commission Program” at this ARRL webpage, 
http://www.arrl.org/affiliated-club-benefits . 

 
ARRL EMAIL PROBLEMS MAY STILL CONTINUE 
 
Almost six months ago, ARRL implemented a new set of integrated software programs to accomplish in one 
system (by sharing information on a common 
platform) what had been done with six or seven separate software programs that required information hav-
ing to be entered into each system separately.  Members have reported problems with logging into arrl.org, 
renewing their memberships and getting email from ARRL.   
 
Since the implementation, a large portion of staff time has been taken up when members, following previous 
advice from ARRL, called HQ and asked for help on their particular ARRL IT problem. 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-foundation-grants-270-000-to-amateur-radio-clubs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNvc_eeIIwU
http://www.arrl.org/affiliated-club-benefits
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In order to speed up reporting and solving your IT problem with the ARRL systems, HQ has produced an email 
form which will log you problem and track its resolution. 
 
Members who are still having problems with ARRL email, difficulty in logging in, or who feel that their previ-
ous reports about such problems should send an email to websupport@arrl.org  .  This will generate a work 
and tracking number.  Be sure to clearly describe the problem you are having. 

 
ARISS, AMATEUR RADIO ON THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION 
 
A public school in Mitchell County has been selected to provide its students with the opportunity to make 
contact with the Astronauts on the International Space Station.  The scheduled period for such contacts is 
between October 10-13 but there may be a schedule change due to other activities on the Space Station.  
Students in various classes at the school have been working on various STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) projects with a focus on space. 
 
SECTION TRAFFIC REPORT 
 
Each month, Dave Roy, W4DNA, compiles a report that focuses on NTS activities during the previous month.   
 
The ARRL email system does not permit sending the complete email file that Dave compiles and what follows 
is an abbreviated version.  However, 
the complete STM report can be viewed at https://www.ncarrl.org/     

 
W4DNA - NC Section Net Report -  AUGUST 2022    
        
NET NMGR  QNI LISTED   PASSED  TIME SESSIONS TFC % 
        
SECTION NETS        
CN KC4PGN 378 117   95       488  62  81.20% 
CSN KI4KZS 149 21 23        594  31  109.52% 
NCEN WK4WC 349 108   99       424  31  91.67% 
NCMN W3OJO 360 104   94       373  31  90.38% 
THEN K4SEH 211 0 0        497  19  #DIV/0! 
        
LOCAL NETS         
CWTN N4CNX 459 85 85       580  31  100.00% 
ENCTN W4DNA 100 8   8      205  31  100.00% 
PCTN W4TTO 274 41   41      248  31  100.00% 
        
TOTAL   2280 484   445    3409  267  91.94% 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:websupport@arrl.org
https://www.ncarrl.org/
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FCC MATTERS 
 
FCC GRANTS SPECIAL TEMPORARY AUTHORITY TO USE PACTOR 4 MODEMS ON AMATEUR BANDS 
 
In response to then anticipated destruction due to Hurricane IAN, the ARRL requested that , as has been 
done in previous storms and fires, the FCC grant temporary permission to use Pactor 4 modems and to tem-
porarily disregard the 300 baud rule.  The FCC action took effect on September 27, 2022 and will remain in 
effect for sixty days.  Information can be found at http://arrl.org/news/fcc-grants-an-arrl-emergency-request-
to-permit-higher-data-rate-transmissions-for-hurricane-relief-c 

 
 
FCC MATTERS  - CHINESE COMPANIES ADDED TO CYBERSECURITY THREAT LIST 
 
On September 22, the FCC added certain Chinese companies to the FCC list of companies determined to pose 
a cyber threat to American telecommunication infrastructure.  Information on the FCC’s latest action can be 
found at https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-agency-names-chinese-telecom-firms-
national-security-threat-list-2022-09-20/ 

 
 
FCC MATTERS –CITIZENS BAND RADIO 
 
A somewhat surprising public notice was recently issued by the FCC to an 
individual in Illinois for transmitting a steady carrier on CB channel 
27.395 MHz which caused interference to normal CB operations on that 
channel.  Information about the enforcement action can be found at 
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-387396A1.pdf  

 
FCC MATTERS – UNLICENSED PIRATE FM TRANSMITTERS 
 
During 2022, the FCC has increased its enforcement activities against 
unlicensed FM “Pirate stations”.  A relatively new tool available to 
the FCC is a law signed by President Trump authorizing the FCC to take 
enforcement actions (fines) against the owners of properties used by 
renters who are broadcasting from the rental property .  You may find 
this article of interest:  
https://www.insideradio.com/free/the-fcc-s-back-to-pirate-hunting-four-property-owners-face-2-million-
fines/article_c47bd68a-cf69-11ec-b014-3fee8f3116f7.html 

 
 
HAM RADIO IN NORTH CAROLINA 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://arrl.org/news/fcc-grants-an-arrl-emergency-request-to-permit-higher-data-rate-transmissions-for-hurricane-relief-c
http://arrl.org/news/fcc-grants-an-arrl-emergency-request-to-permit-higher-data-rate-transmissions-for-hurricane-relief-c
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-agency-names-chinese-telecom-firms-national-security-threat-list-2022-09-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/us-agency-names-chinese-telecom-firms-national-security-threat-list-2022-09-20/
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-387396A1.pdf
https://www.insideradio.com/free/the-fcc-s-back-to-pirate-hunting-four-property-owners-face-2-million-fines/article_c47bd68a-cf69-11ec-b014-3fee8f3116f7.html
https://www.insideradio.com/free/the-fcc-s-back-to-pirate-hunting-four-property-owners-face-2-million-fines/article_c47bd68a-cf69-11ec-b014-3fee8f3116f7.html
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RECOGNIZING TWO OUTSTANDING NORTH CAROLINA HAMS 
 
September 25 was the 105th birthday for Oscar Norris, W4OXH, who is a 
resident at Courtland Terrace in Gastonia.  Oscar has been a ham for 
over 70 years and is still active on repeaters in and around Gastonia.  
 
 
W4YDY, Dave Langley, was recently recognized in Siler City at a meeting 
of the Quarter Century Wireless Association with its 70th Anniversary 
Award.   Susan Langley Jones, WA4AKB , is Dave’s daughter and accepted 
the award in behalf of her father on June 11.  Susan maintains the 
ncarrl.org webpage and deserves more recognition than she gets for her 
work In support of NCARRL. Information about Dave’s career in ham 
radio can be found at 
https://w4amc.com/2022/09/30/seventy-years-of-amateur-radio/ . 

 
HAMFESTS 
 
a.  Winston-Salem, October 8, sponsored by the Forsyth Amateur Radio 
Club, info at https://w4nc.com/  

 
b. Maysville, October 9, information can be found at 
https://www.maysvillehamfest.org/  

 
c. Asheville, October 15, Vintage Radio Swapfest, information can be 
found at https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/vintage-radio-market  

 
d. Benson, November 20, JARSFEST, information can be found at 
https://www.jars.net/jarsfest-2022/  

 
CLOSING COMMENTS 
 
Hurricane IAN has disrupted hundreds of thousands of lives, if not up in 
the millions.   
Be careful as you try to recover from the storm and its damage: 
 
• Home generators can pose electrical hazards and also pose the risk 
of carbon monoxide poisoning.   

http://www.w4amc.com
https://w4amc.com/2022/09/30/seventy-years-of-amateur-radio/
https://w4nc.com/
https://www.maysvillehamfest.org/
https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/vintage-radio-market
https://www.jars.net/jarsfest-2022/
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• There are risks of falls off roofs as you work on or inspect 
shingles. 
 
• There is an elevated risk for heart attacks due to stress and 
exertion.   
 
• Cutting up downed trees can pose risks for those who do not use 
chainsaws very often.   
 
• Natural gas or propane service may have been interrupted, with the 
potential for gas leaks. 
 
• Some areas may still have swift water risks because flood waters 
have not yet receded. 
 
• Super saturated soils can pose real risks for mudslides and damage 
to home foundations. 
 
Check on your neighbors, a helping hand may be appreciated more than you 
realize. 
 
Marv, WA4NC 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ARRL North Carolina Section 
Section Manager: Dr Marvin K Hoffman, WA4NC 
wa4nc@arrl.org 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:wa4nc@arrl.org


BARC on the Web:                          http://www.w4amc.com               Ham Chatter 

PAGE 17 October 2022 

 

 

Other Club’s Meet-
ings and News 

 
Forsyth Amateur Radio 

Club (FARC) W4NC 
 

Like us, FARC is also having to 
deal with the Virus these days. 
They meet on the 2nd Monday 
of the month at 7:30 PM at the 
Red Cross Blood Center on 
Coliseum Drive in Winston-
Salem.  As this is a medical 
site, mask are required please.   
 

ARES/Auxcomm training is on 
the 3rd Thursdays at 8:30 PM at  
897-9792-5844. 
Tech-Talk is on Wednesdays at 
7:30 PM (informal) 549 621 
524. 
Password is their Call sign. 
From FARC website, https://
w4nc.com  
 

Repeaters: 145.47 (100), 146.64 
(100), 444.275 (100) 
 
 

New Bern Amateur Ra-
dio Club started Live 
Meetings 
 

Next meeting @ 6:30 PM 
(Always 1st Monday of each 
month) at Moore's Old Tyme 
Chicken, BBQ & Seafood, 3621 
Dr. M.L.K. Jr Blvd. New Bern, 
NC 28562 (next to Harris Tee-
ter Shopping Center). Be sure to 
drop by and check out the New 
Bern Amateur Radio Webpage 

at https://nbarc.org/ and check 
out the wealth of info on the 
LINKS page at https://

nbarc.org/ham-links/   
Repeater 146.610 T-100, Net 
every Tuesday at 7pm 
 

Hi folks, 
  Here it is, Thursday. Wind and 
rain is expected for Friday. My 
wife and I are preparing for worst 
case by charging all our batteries. I 
believe I have a bad charger for my 
lead acid battery I use for the radio 
(Haven’t yet) so I need to go shop-
ping. I also am having trouble find-
ing another battery for the radio 
that is hiding here somewhere. Our 
solar Generator is charged up and 
ready for keeping food cold if 
needed. I have the mobile radio at 
the desk here turned up and set for 
the repeater incase of someone 
needing help. 
  I’m glad to say we seem in a good 
area so we don’t need to worry 
about flooding. But around 6 inch-
es is expected as of earlier this 
week. Power hasn’t been a prob-
lem, but I know it can happen. I 
had no power and water for 24 
hours at my old house due to a 
Hurricane going by Virginia years 
ago. 
 
  As a reminder. If the 147.090 re-
peater goes down, use the repeaters 
frequency on simplex for commu-
nications. 

Yabba-
Dabba-

Doo from 
“Bedrock” 

Mark, 
KG4GVJ 

Interested in the Ham Chat-
ter? 
 

  If you are not receiving Ham Chat-
ter email notices and would like to 
receive them,  please send an email 
to hamchatter@w4amc.com so we 
can get your email address and put 
you on the list. You may miss some 
important BARC notices. - 
KG4GVJ  
 

Help the Editor. 
   Do you have something to say or 
post? Want to write an article? Any 

ideas? Comments and notice’s 
of help needed (Personal or 
club needs or activities? Can be 
BARC related or other Club’s) are 
welcomed. Have interesting photo’s 
or articles? Done something related 
to radio? Please let us know and we 
may add them to the Ham Chatter 
and web page Blog.  
 
  Send it along to the Editor at Ham 
Chatter.  We will see if we can fit it 
in soon. 
 

Be a Net Control 

  Volunteer  to help with the Weekly 
Net for BARC, or other nets. All are 
welcomed. It’s great practice for if 
you need it for later, it’s like First 
Aid training. A script is available to 
read off of to help in the progress on 
the web site. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE? 

Website for NC hams who are 
interested in public service, Check it 
out at https://hpsnc.org/.  
 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://w4nc.com
https://w4nc.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046235110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTi
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2Fham-links%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046245105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnbarc.org%2Fham-links%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C209f94995e0f4ef0e09b08d952da95af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637631921046245105%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2
mailto:hamchatter@w4amc.com
mailto:hamchatter@w4amc.com
mailto:hamchatter@w4amc.com
https://hpsnc.org/


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 18 October 2022 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

there's activity on it.  Currently I am the only member 
there.  One of the advantages of the forum is that when 
the Hurricanes hit our area, the Internet is usually still 
working.  Even those without generators who have no 
power still often have a working cell phone that can ac-
cess the Internet.  Therefore, those who can't power their 
Ham equipment can still communicate both with other 
club members, locals, and even with Ham friends in other 
areas via the Club forum.  
 
Please take a minute to check out your forum.  It is ac-
cessible from the CCARS website 
at www.w4ymi.org.  Click on the "forum" link at the top 
right of the navigation bar, or directly at Home | W4YMI 
(freeforums.net). 
 
A few things to keep in mind, you have to register to post 
to the forum.  The "Ham gear for sale" and "Ham gear 
wanted" section is hidden from the public.  Only those 
who join the forum can see these sections.   I did it that 
way to deter the scammers and con people who would 
surely contact you from Nigeria and elsewhere to run 
their scams if they could see your items for sale/items 
wanted posts.  Also bear in mind the forum reflects on 
our Club, so please keep your posts family-rated and civil 
just like you would if you were speaking on the radio.  
 
Enjoy the new forum and if you think there should be new 
categories added, just let me know and I can add it. 
  
73 de Anthony, KD3Y 

 

 

Feb 9, 2022       2022 Public Service Events  
 

Greetings Volunteers, 
 
 The 2022 public service event season is just around the 
corner and I am happy to announce that I expect a full 
schedule of at least 9-10 events.  As usual, the schedule 
is bike-event heavy but there is at least one event, the 
MS Walk on April 2nd, that will not need SAG vehicles 
and will be mostly stationary.     
 
 I am also happy to announce the creation of a new 
Ham Public Service North Carolina (HPSNC) website 
where you will find the new event list and other infor-
mation about volunteering for public service 
events.  You can sign up via this new website.  The 
RARS website public service page still has the sched-
ule and other information posted and you can still sign 
up there as well.  However, all sign-ups will move to 

CARTERET COUNTY AMATEUR 
RADIO SOCIETY W4YMI  

 
Regular club meeting is normally held on the 
fourth Saturday of each month (except December) 
at Cox Family Restaurant on Highway 70 
(4109 Arendell St.) in Morehead City. We meet for 
breakfast at 8:00 am, with the meeting getting un-
derway promptly at 8:30. Please park your car in 
the parking lot behind the barber shop and enter 
through the door on the east side of the building.  

IMPORTANT: Due to the corona virus, we ask that 
people attending are vaccinated. Also, please use 
your best efforts to maintain social distancing.  

Carteret County Amateur Radio Society 
(w4ymi.com)  

Repeaters: 

W4YMI Digital (DMR) - 444.975+, Color code 1. 
Analog Repeaters:             
K4GRW Newport 145.450, Offset of +5, tone 100.         
W3ENK Newport 444.825+  offset of +5, tone 88.5       
KD4KTO Stacy 444.000+ offset +5, tone 162.2   
Area 6-meter repeater 53.090 MHz, offset of  –1, 
tone 162.2 

Nets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM –8:30PM 

 

New Club Website:   From the Secretary 
Last week my work on the CCARS website included 
adding a public forum.  The forum is an interactive 
area of the website where users can post news, ask 
questions, socialize, post photos of their projects and 
events, post ham gear for sale or wanted to buy, and 
post comments or Elmer advice on various Ham ra-
dio topics such as antennas, radios, digital and CW 
modes, etc. 
 
As far as I am aware, CCARS is the ONLY CLUB in 
the area that has this feature on their Club web-
site.  So we are setting the bar as far as our Club 
webpage goes.  I hope to get participation on the fo-
rum from CCARS members and I would like to see 
Hams in the area Clubs such as New Bern and 
Onslow use it as well.  A forum is only practical if 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.w4ymi.org/
https://w4ymi.freeforums.net/
https://w4ymi.freeforums.net/
https://www.hpsnc.org/
https://www.hpsnc.org/events
https://www.rars.org/public-service.php
http://w4ymi.com/
http://w4ymi.com/
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the new website in the near future.  The HPSNC 
website includes a blog page where I plan to post 
articles of interest, photos, information about pub-
lic service, etc., so keep an eye on that space.  

 As you are all aware, each event needs several 
volunteer radio operators to ensure the transmis-
sion of consistent, accurate, and timely information 
to the event organizers.  I will be asking for volun-
teers throughout the season and relying on all of 
you to help make this year a success.  I am also 
working hard to add new volunteers to the roster 
this year.  There seems to be a lot of new hams get-
ting their licenses lately.  Perhaps I can lure some 
of them in with the promise of a free volunteer T-
shirt!  Seriously, I can’t think of a better way for 
new hams to get over mic fright and to learn good 
radio and communication skills.          
 
 I thank all of you for your past participation and 
your continued commitment to supporting worthy 
causes while doing something we love – talking on 
the radio.  I hope to see all of you at this years’ 
events.   
 
73, 
 

Jeremy Lindsley – K2HJX 
On behalf of HPSNC 
 
  

Email about the Traffic Net: 

Hi Mark – great to meet you! 
We have moved the net to the N4HAJ 440 
linked system, including the 444.725 repeater 
in Greenville. 
Long story short, the receive antenna for 
the .685 repeater is gone – totally.  Only the 
hard line left.  Some can still get into it, but not 
reliably.  We are trying to get a replacement 
antenna installed, but access was limited to 
the primary users antenna modes.  Now the 
elevator is broken… 
Feel free to join us at 2030L on the linked sys-
tem.  I call it nightly, except Saturdays.  Doug, 
K4ROK calls it that night. 
 
73 de W4DNA – Dave 

ARRL North Carolina Section Traffic Manager 
NTSD MBO TCC/EAN/4RN 
RRI Digital/Winlink Liaison 
 
 
From: Mark ****** 
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 17:04 
To: w4dna@********* 
Subject: Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net 
 
Mr. Roy, 
  I am Mark Raysin, KG4GVJ in Greenville, NC. I’ve 
noticed the Traffic Net has not been in operation from 
the 146.685 repeater as listed. In talking with another 
operator on the repeater, I learned the long standing 
Net Control operator had retired from the position and 
no one had stepped in to run the Net. Would it be al-
right to try to startup the Net again and if there is a list 
of control tones to bring up and drop the Net and a 
script? 
  Thank you. 
 
73, 
Mark ******, KG4GVJ 
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club 
“Ham Chatter” , Editor 
 
 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:w4dna@arrl.net
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Seventy Years 
   
Seventy years ago on October 7, 1952, the FCC assigned a new call sign to a 17 year old.  But it really started 
before then back about 1948 when he was 13.  He was into model airplanes and Lionel electric trains.  He got 
one train for Christmas and later bought another from a friend for $20.  He sold both to another friend for $20 
about 10 years later.  In good condition, they are probably worth hundreds or more now.  

 
There was a little house in the back yard about 10 x 15 feet and about 2 feet above the ground 
that in which baby chickens had been raised a few years earlier.  Later it was cleaned and be-
came a small boys hobby house with the trains set up and model airplanes built.  An oil space 
heater was used to keep warm in the winter.  Also the old Philco floor Model 37 radio made 
around 1936 was put in the hobby house after his dad bought a table model radio.  He remem-
bers listening to the Philco with his dad on the afternoon of December 7, 1941 to reports that 
Pearl Harbor had been attacked by surprise. He was slightly taller than the radio when he was 
6 years old.     
 

 
 

The Philco had short wave bands up to 18 Mc (for the newbie’s, it’s 18 MHz now) and he listened mostly to 
the hams in North Carolina on 75 meter phone.  A few years later his cousin took him to a hamfest in Charlotte 
and he met some of them at the hamfest before he got his license.  They were like celeb-
rities to him. The closest hams were 30 miles away from his home and he didn’t know 
any of them.  He only knew 2 hams and they were over 150 miles away.  One was a 
cousin who always encouraged him to get his license.  He first heard about and saw his 
station in 1939 when he was 4 years old.  That must have been when he decided he want 
a radio station like that.  He started learning to copy the code at around age 15 or so.  He 
knew the code when he was in the Boy Scouts and used flags for communications.  Of 
course it was line of sight. 
 
 
 
In 1952 he really got serious.  He finally got nerve enough to write Al Parker, W4BAW, who lived about 30 
miles away and asked if he could visit him.  Al wrote a post card right back and said to come on Sunday after-
noon.  He still has the post card.  He had been listening to Al on 75 meter AM for a year or so.  Al lived above 
a hardware store in town and was a mail carrier.  Al showed off his station that included a surplus BC-610 
transmitter that was used in World War II.  He demonstrated it by contacting a station in Raleigh and the 
young boy spoke on Amateur Radio for his first time.  A few years, later the young boy became good friends 
with the ham in Raleigh that he spoke to. 
 
He bought a set of 36 78 rpm records that had 72 lessons, including how to send and receive.  He was a Civil 
Air Patrol cadet and saw a set of the records they were using for training.  It covered from the beginning to 20 

wpm including lessons with QRM, static, etc.  You listened to them 3 times to copy 
3 different tones at 10, 13 and 18 wpm.  He also used his cousin’s Instructograph 
for a couple of weeks that used paper tapes.  Also, in the late spring of 1952, his dad 
ordered him a Hallicrafters SX-71 receiver shown on page 134 of the 1952 Allied 
Radio catalog in Chicago.  The SX-71 was $199.50 and matching R-46 speaker was 
$19.95.  They were shipped in by way of Railway Express.  He listened to the 
W1AW code sessions many nights. 
 

 
 

Philco Radio 

W4QI 1939 Station 

Hallicrafters SX-71 

http://www.w4amc.com
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When he copied about 7 wpm, on August 15, 1952 he went to Norfolk to the FCC office and was the only can-
didate for their weekly Friday session to take Amateur Radio exams.  He was going for the Novice and Tech-
nician exams.  His 17th birthday was a couple of weeks earlier.  He practiced drawing the schematics on the 
day before he went to Norfolk and would take a stab at the Technician exam having studied the questions for a 
couple of weeks.  First you had to pass the code test that was given by FCC examiner, Mr. Bennett.  After fin-
ishing the receive test, he told the candidate that he almost passed so he would give him another try.  This time 
he printed as fast as he could.  Again he was told he almost passed.  Mr. Bennett told him the write in cursive 
if he could do it faster and he would give him a third try.  This time he passed the code receive test.  It looks 
like he copied 1 minute out of 15 minutes he was sent instead of the usual 1 minute out of 5.  If you failed an 
exam, you had to wait 30 days before you could try again.  He had no trouble passing the sending test.  After 
that he took the Novice and Technician exams.  He expected to pass the Novice but had no idea he could pass 
the Technician which was the same as the General exam.  BTW, he never printed when copying the code since 
that day, always cursive.  
 
He had gone to Norfolk with his mom and dad who was making a business trip.   He went out in the hallway 
waiting for his mom and dad after he finished the exams.  About the time they came, Mr. Bennett came out of 
the office and told him he had passed.  The candidate said, “Both test”?  Mr. Bennett said, “Yes, you passed 
Novice and Technician”.  Boy, was he thrilled because the Technician was good for 5 years and the Novice 
expired in 1 year.  Since the Technician and General exam were the same, all he had to do for the General was 
to pass the 13 wpm code test at a later date.  Now for the long wait to receive his Novice and Technician call 
signs.  When he got his license, he joined the ARRL and also subscribed to CQ Magazine. 

 
About 8 weeks later 70 years ago, a letter from the FCC arrived.  He received his 2 
licenses with the Novice and Technician call signs dated October 7, 1952.  He had a 
license, but he did not have a transmitter to get on the air.  Since his dad was helping 
with the costs, he was looking for something with minimum prices.  Back to the Al-
lied Radio catalog.  On page 138 was a Harvey Wells TBS-50 watt AM/CW transmit-
ter that covered 80 through 2 meters for $137.50 and matching power supply for 

$39.50.  It was a small transmitter, only 8x8x12 inches. 
 
Searching QST and CQ magazines, he found a used TBS-50 and power supply for 
$100 in like new condition at World Radio Labs in Council Bluffs, IA.  It was $100 
for both so an order was put in for them.  They arrived by Railway Express on De-
cember 24, 1952 on the last train to ever go to the small town.  The train tracks and 

communication lines removal started a few days later. 
 
The next day, December 25, 1952, the transmitter was installed and hooked up to an 80 meter folded dipole 
made of 300 ohm TV twin lead.  He had a source from his dad’s appliance store that also sold TVs.  Very 
nervous, he went on the air and called CQ at 2:45 PM EST on the Novice band at 3723 kc.  This was the first 
entry in the ARRL logbook that cost 50 cents.  In 2022, they cost $9.95, about a 20 times increase!  In 1952, 
all transmissions that included a station and CQ transmissions were required to be entered.  By the time the 
young boy got on the air, his CW speed had dropped to about 3 wpm.  Five minutes later, WN4YHI was called 
for 2 minutes. He had 599 signal but he didn’t come back.  Using crystal control, you had to tune around to 
hear a station calling since his crystal was probably on a different frequency.  Called CQ 2 more times but no 
luck.  At 3:30 PM, called WN4YHI again and he came back with a strong 599 signal.  It scared the young boy 
so much, he felt like going out his second story window to the roof and jumping!  His code copying was so 
slow, they sent their names and QTH quite a number of times.  WN4YHI had no trouble copying and he could 
copy faster.  Finally he got his name and QTH, George in Fremont, NC.  The fact that the QSO lasted 1 hour 
and 45 minutes can attest to the poor CW by the new ham with his first Amateur Radio contact.  The log has15 

TBS-50D 

http://www.w4amc.com
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entries on December 25, 1952 and 8 of them were calling CQ.  He called 4 other stations that day but weak 
signals and QRM killed the contacts.    
 
He got on the air the next day and made one contact, WN1WRQ, in Connecticut that lasted 20 minutes.  Inter-
esting that the second station contacted was in Hartford County, the home county of W1AW.  His first TVI 
complaint was whem his mom call upstairs.  “Stop messing up the TV!” The Harvey Wells must have been a 
good TV transmitter because it had no TV interference shielding since it was designed in the late 1940s before 
TV became popular.  The closest TV station in 1952 was WTAR-TV on channel 4 in Norfolk, about 110 miles 
away.  It was always a snowy picture and at times faded out completely.  The TV antenna was two 4 elements 
stacked up about 40 feet on top of the 2 story house strapped to the chimney.  It lasted until October 1954 
when Hurricane Hazel crashed it to the ground along with the chimney.  That antenna was not replaced be-
cause a new TV station came on the air about 40 miles away a few months earlier.  It carried some shows from 
all four networks, ABC, CBS, NBC and the DuMont TV Network.       
 
The 17 year old boy, still in high school, was making contacts regularly on the 80 and 40 meter Novice bands.  
Someone had given him a crystal that would put his transmitter on 40 meters but it was just below the Novice 
band.  With a little research in some Amateur Radio books and magazines, he saw he could use very fine sand-
paper to grind the crystal to make it work on a little higher frequency.  After a few tries, he had the transmitter 
well inside the 40 meter Novice band.   
 
Also while he was on the Novice band, he built a VFO so he would be ready for the phone band and not have 
to have a bunch of crystals.  It was a lot of money if you had to buy very many of them.  The construction pro-
ject details were on page 46 of the July 1952 QST, titled “Simple VFO Construction for the 75-Meter ‘Phone 
Band”.  It used 2 tubes, a 6AG7 for the VFO and 6L6 for the amplifier.  He added a vernier tuning dial to the 
front that cost $1.47.  Now you can find one for about $45.  
 
In late February, 1954, his code speed was higher and using the records and W1AW, he found that he could 
copy 13 wpm.  He was ready to go to Norfolk again and get that General Class license.  So off to Norfolk to 
take the exam.  But when he was given the exam, he was so nervous, he didn’t even come close to passing.  
Disappointed, it was back on the Novice bands and more practice.  About 6 weeks later he was copying 18 
wpm.  Back to Norfolk on April 10, 1953 and the 13 wpm was very easy.  He hoped he could get the license 
that day since there was no written exam to clear the FCC in DC.  He was told it would be a couple of months 
before he got the license.  The next day on April 11, his Dad called from the store and said he had a letter from 
the Norfolk FCC office.  He rushed over to the store and saw that Mr. Bennett had signed the license and 
mailed it.  Bet you can’t get a letter from Norfolk to NC overnight now!  After 241 stations contacted using his 
Novice call sign, he could now use his General call sign.   
 
When he got home, he pulled the crystal out and plugged the homebrew VFO into the crystal slot and tuned 
the transmitter to the 75 meter phone band.  He wanted to make 
his first phone contact with Ross, W4NOV, a Baptist minister in 
Apex.  He had been listening to Ross for months.  He heard Ross 
on the air on 75 meters and nervously he was called and he came 
right back.  The QSO started at 4:21 PM and lasted 34 minutes.  
His QSL card was received about 4 days later.  
 
On the side of the card that had the 2 one cent stamps, he wrote 
the following, “I am quite happy to be your first 75m contact.  
Many tnx for the call - and tnx a million for the report on my 
new dipole.  You made me feel mighty good.  By all means stop 
and see me if you pass this way.  I would like very much to meet 
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U in person.  Call me often on 75m.  73s, Ross”.  We ended up having 49 QSOs over the years.  The ‘in per-
son’ meeting never happened.     
 
His high school teachers were amazed that he could go home and talk to other hams all over the USA and oth-
er countries.   
 
Oh, BTW.  The two call signs assigned by the FCC on October 7, 1952 were WN4YDY and W4YDY.   
           

Written by Dave Langley, W4YDY 
1/28/2015 
 
Note: Some photos supplied was not able to copy over. Editor. 
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New Bern Bike 2022 
Editors note: From some Emails, Some names and Emails, etc may be omitted or shorten for privacy. 

 
Hello everyone, 
I hope you all got a great night's sleep last night. I know I did. 
 
What a weekend! On behalf of Bill Sanford and myself, I want to say thank you one more time! We could not 
have done it without this excellent team of Ham Radio Operators! 
 
While Saturday had its weather challenges and "incidents" to deal with, the thunderstorms on Sunday certainly 
gave us an entirely new challenge. Everyone should be very proud of how Sunday's "clearing of the course" 
was handled and how quickly everyone was safely transported back to Start-Finish. 
 
Regardless of your role and contribution to the success of the two days, please realize that it takes an army. 
From the Ham Radio perspective, this was one of the best-supported Bike MS events in several years. We 
hope you'll all join the fun again in 2023. 
 
Comments and Suggestions are most welcome. Please send them to Bill and me. 
 
For those who are interested, Public Service "Stars" have been entered for each of you, as appropriate for your 
participation on Saturday and/or Sunday. See https://www.rars.org/public-service/stars/ 
 
If you live closer to the Raleigh area, we could use more SAGs for Bikefest on Saturday, October 1st and for 
Le Tour de Femme on Saturday, October 8th.  See https://www.hpsnc.org/events for more information and to 
sign up. 
 
That's it for now. Have a great week everyone! 
 
 
Allow me to briefly add to the challenge and challenge accepted during Sundays storm and course closure.  
 
While we would rather the cyclist have a full day, the closure and immediate response to safety of life and 
property is part of who and what we are as Amateur Radio Operators.  
 
From the moment the course was closed, our mission changed and all of you responded outstandingly.  Rest 
Stop Hams changing over to SAG’s, staying the course until the job was done.  
 
We cleared the course and had everyone back at the start / finish in just minutes after an hour. Quick, efficient 
and professional.   
 
I am proud to be associated with the caliber of operators such as yourselves.   
 
Regards & 73, 
 
Bike MS New Bern 
Amateur Radio Support Team 
Net Control  
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Hello ham volunteers.   
 
Thank you all for your contributions of time, money, and effort in support of the event this past weekend in 
New Bern.  It certainly sounds like the weekend presented some unexpected challenges that you all met and 
overcame with ease and enthusiam. Though I was not able to join you for the event this year, I take great pride 
in being part of this remarkably capable and generous group of hams.     
 
I am looking forward to working with many of you at the upcoming Bikefest event in Hillsborough on October 
1, 2022.   We still need SAG drivers for the event so please sign up if you are available: https//
www.hpsnc.org.   
 
Once again, thank you all for your help in supporting Bike MS: New Bern 2022! 
 
See you soon. 
 
Yours, 
 
Jeremy Lindsley/K2HJX 
Public Service Director, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS) 
Ham Coordinator, Ham Public Service North Carolina (HPSNC) 
 
 
Hello Bike MS New Bern Volunteers!  
First and foremost, may I just say WOW! I have heard nothing but praise, appreciation and awe from the local 
staff for your incredible support on event weekend including your ability and willingness to support through-
out the weather challenges. Your passion, dedication, positive energy and attitudes this past weekend were 
greatly appreciated and NOTICED! You make Bike MS a great experience for our cyclists and we thank you.  
I appreciated your flexibility, teaching me all kinds of ins and outs, and your kindness as I worked through the 
craziness leading up to event weekend. You all are an impressive group of individuals and I sincerely hope I 
get to meet you in person one day!  
 
If there is any specific feedback related to your role, please let me know. As the saying goes, I want the good, 
the bad and the ugly.  Weather is out of our control but there are plenty of things that ARE in our control to 
improve for 2023 and I want to make sure I capture it accordingly!  
Thank you for being such a big part of Bike MS: New Bern. You made a BIG impact!  
 
Best,  
 
Brittany McGarry, MA, CVA 
Senior Manager, Volunteer Engagement and Acquisition 
Pronouns: She/Her 
My office hours are 7:30a.m.-3:30p.m. MST 
nationalMSsociety.org 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://society.org


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 26 October 2022 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

http://www.w4amc.com


BARC on the Web:                          http://www.w4amc.com               Ham Chatter 

PAGE 27 October 2022 

 

 

Judy with her fishing pole antenna spotted fishing for 
contacts. 

New Bern Bike MS 2022 
 

  New Bern’s Bike MS is a two day event. With 30, 50, 75 
and 100 mile courses that are different on both days. Except 
for two years in a roll where it was canceled due to Hurri-
cane’s, it has been sunny on the most part when I was work-
ing on Saturdays. 
  This year was different. We had wind and rain thru Satur-
day, some of the wind at rest stop 5 was strong but blowing 
at the time in the direction of travel. Sunday, weather went 
bad and lightning required closing the course after the bik-
ers had started. MS has a thick binder for the volunteers to 
refer to on different  possible problems. Including maps of 
the courses, phone numbers, etc.  On closing the course, it 
became a need to first get riders to safe areas, then transport 
back to the Start/Finish line so they can get home, or meet 
in the Center there. 
  The MS Events uses many volunteers for many positions 
in the Event. Operating the Supply trucks that deliver and 
pickup at the rest stops, SAGS that drive around the courses 
picking up riders who are too tired, hurt, etc and to com-
municate locations of riders as needed so they are not lost 
and to know when a section of route is clear for the day. 
Medical, Food and encouragement at the rest stops, Bike 
repairs setting up shelters at the rest stops and taking them 
down, marking the routes correctly, Ham radio Operators 
providing additional communications that can be for differ-
ent needs thru the day. 
 
 
Mark KG4GVJ, Editor 
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Beth’s Bike MS 2022 Recap 
 
Another Bike MS event has come and gone, not without some adventure, but still a success in my 
book. The weather may have been damp, but approximately 1100 riders still showed up and local 
amateur radio operators, including several from BARC, were there to support them. 
 
Saturday morning I arrived at the convention center for the early morning ham meeting in a light driz-
zle. The hams received some last-minute clarifications, made sure that they had the correct frequen-
cies, and the BARC members posed for selfies for the Facebook page. By the time the meeting was 
over, the drizzle had stopped. I was stationed at a rest stop, so I went to get settled in. I was plan-
ning to work the event with my HT so I didn’t have much to set up, although I do like to have a table 
or surface on which to take notes or flip through the route maps to keep track of information. I typi-
cally station myself with the medical person and take over a corner of that table. I was working the 
30 mile loop and the traffic was mostly directed to the SAGs (Safety And Gear, mobile hams) for rou-
tine flat tires or checking in on which rider was the final one, so the morning was pretty quiet for me. 
As the 30 milers finished their ride, the rest stop closed and I was moved to my next rest stop. 
 
My afternoon rest stop was on the 75 and 100 mile loop. At this point in the day, there had been a 
consistent drizzle. The roads were wet and slippery, and route markings were being smudged or dis-
integrating in other ways. A few signs had to be replaced and riders had to be sent back to the cor-
rect route. However this was being taken care of by SAG drivers and I was still just monitoring most 
of the time. This was a crowded rest stop, with two nurses, two hams, and three other volunteers 
sharing the shelter. At one point the rain really started coming down and was blowing in. I was glad 
to just have the HT and not a larger rig to keep dry. The medical supply box and pizza boxes left 
over from lunch were getting soaked. There was nowhere we could stand where all of us could stay 
dry. I had a raincoat in the car, which I got just to have a place to tuck my radio to keep it out of the 
rain. All the chairs were wet too, and the rain had blown in on our legs, so my pant legs and feet 
were pretty wet for the rest of the afternoon. Finally, the last rider came through and we could close 
up the rest stop and head home. 
 
On Sunday, I was again at a rest stop, and the day started with beautiful sun. It was a busy rest stop 
as it was used twice, at the middle point of a loop that crossed itself. It was also on the course for all 
three of the long distance rides, 50, 75, and 100 miles. Most of the traffic was about finding the bike 
mechanic, and noting when riders started to head in large numbers to the next rest stop. But around 
11:00 I started hearing weather advisories between Net Control and some of the rest stops further to 
the west. A storm was heading our way and was starting to threaten the most western part of the 
route. Lightning was moving closer and closer and the furthest lying rest stop was advised to hold 
the riders there and not let them back onto the course. Riders were still trickling past me from the 
east, while rain and lightning were coming in from the west and soon, the race* was canceled. How-
ever, there were still riders that had to be swept into rest stops, and then transported back to the 
convention center. Additionally, the rest stops where the riders were held really didn’t have enough 
shelter for the large numbers of people that needed it, so evacuating them speedily was a priority. 
There was a flurry of net traffic about finding all the riders, making sure that they were gathered at 
the rest stops to get a count, and sending for the super-SAG vehicles to move the large groups. Our 
net was hopping. Information was flying to and from net control and they did an excellent job of coor-
dinating the SAGs to locate and then transport the riders and their bikes, sometimes in different ve-
hicles, to be reunited back at the convention center. I was able to take the last two riders from rest 
stop 2,  drive to rest stop 4 and pick up six more, then transport them all back to the convention cen-
ter. I was then dispatched to rest stop 5 to pick up more. By the time I arrived at the rest stop, the 
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last riders had been picked up and I was cleared to go home. It was an eventful end to the day, but it 
got us home earlier than usual, and I was thankful for that.  
 
Notes for next year: I was glad to have headphones, my HT, snacks, and my raincoat. Next year, I 
might try to find a small folding table to bring along for when there are two medical support staff, or 
two hams, and just not enough room at the table provided. Also, we needed paper towels to dry off 
some things, but ran out quickly this year. I have been sharing the shelter provided by the event co-
ordinators, but the space is tight and I might consider bringing my own. Sometimes there is not room 
in the area, but it is something to bring and use if space allows. 
 
*It is not really a race, it’s a fundraising event, but I keep accidentally calling it a race. 
 
Submitted by Beth KN4FZB 
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 The five USB 
channelized 60-meter fre-
quencies are available for in-
teroperability 
(communication between 
services). By convention, 
Channel 1 is designated the 
calling channel. This conven-
tion is established to train 
the amateur radio community 
to reach out on Channel 1 in 
times of national emergency, 
for information from the fed-
eral government. The ama-
teur radio community uses 
60 meters on a secondary 
basis with federal agencies. 
This and similar 60-meter in-
teroperability exercises are 
conducted during the first 
full week of each month. 
More information here. - 
ARRL News 

ARES/AUXCOMM News 

ARES Resources 
· Download the ARES Manual 
[PDF] 

· ARES Field Resources Man-
ual [PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training 
Plan Task Book [Fillable PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training 
Plan Task Book [Word] 

· ARES Plan 

· ARES Group Registration 

· Emergency Communications 
Training 

The Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service® (ARES) consists of li-
censed amateurs who have vol-
untarily registered their qualifica-
tions and equipment, with their 
local ARES leadership, for com-
munications duty in the public 
service when disaster strikes. 
Every licensed amateur, regard-
less of membership in ARRL or 
any other local or national organi-
zation is eligible to apply for 
membership in ARES. Training 
may be required or desired to 
participate fully in ARES. Please 
inquire at the local level for spe-
cific information. Because ARES 
is an amateur radio program, only 
licensed radio amateurs are eligi-
ble for membership. The posses-
sion of emergency-powered 
equipment is desirable, but is not 
a requirement for membership. 

How to Get Involved in ARES: 
Fill out the ARES Registration 
form and submit it to your local 
Emergency Coordinator. 

AUXCOMM Training 
REQUIRED TRAINING 

The State of North Carolina has 
mandated that all personnel per-
forming any functions within any 
Emergency Operations Center, 
forward Command Post, or any 
Incident where Incident Com-
mand System (ICS) is used have 

We suggest keeping clear 
of the Frequencies use by 
Hurricane nets during the 
Hurricane season along 
with posted frequencies 
during other Emergencies.  
Editor  

completed basic ICS training. This 
training is available via the FEMA 
Learning Institute’s on-line training 
system at https://training.fema.gov/
nims/. Training required is ICS-100, 
ICS-200, ICS-700 and ICS-800. 
 
It is recommended taking the 
courses in the following order: ICS-
700, ICS-800, ICS-100 and ICS-
200. You will be asked to register 
for the courses and a certificate of 
training will be issued upon suc-
cessful completion. Team members 
are requested to forward an elec-
tronic copy of their certificate’s to 
the AuxComm - ARES EC at the 
email address below. Completion of 
these courses will permit 
AuxComm - ARES team members 
to perform Radio Operator at duties 
an EOC or other ICS Command 
location. Each course is self-paced 
and should take approximately 3 
hours to complete on-line. 
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http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
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http://www.arrl.org/ares-group-id-request-form
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Staying Flexible and Adaptable: Planning for Communications Continuity 
Achieving secure and resilient voice and data communications across the Emergency Communica-
tions Ecosystem is essential for public safety agencies to execute their missions. However, as emer-
gency communications systems and functions become more interconnected, they also become 
more vulnerable to impacts from physical and cyber-based threats and hazards. The National Emer-
gency Communication Plan (NECP) highlights the critical need for public safety organizations to plan 
for continuity and recovery of critical communications. Despite its importance, the SAFECOM Na-
tionwide Survey found that less than half of public safety organizations build processes into their 
plans to ensure continuity of communications during out-of-the ordinary emergencies or disasters.  

A webinar hosted by the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency highlighted the im-
portance of continuity capabilities in the emergency communications ecosystem and provided partic-
ipants with best practices for ensuring limited loss of critical communications during incidents. 
Speakers discussed specific communications elements that should be considered; explained how 
existing capabilities should be updated or upgraded to ensure continuity based on lessons learned; 
and provided real-world experiences on how jurisdictions have adapted to mitigate mission impacts 
from communications vulnerabilities. 

Continuity capabilities-building principles, practices, and resources are available at the FEMA Na-
tional Continuity Resource Toolkit and other sites. It's important to periodically review and update or 
upgrade capabilities and leverage the NECP to understand and build emergency communications 
resilience. Get additional information on the webinar series.--Cyber Security and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency (CISA), US Department of Homeland Security 

Operating Tips: Simplex and Programming Channels 

Many opine that simplex is the ultimate mode of communication during a major emergency. Bob 
Pickering, KB4RSY, communications tech for the large EOC in Flagler County, Florida, conducted 
an all-simplex exercise annually. Recently while reprogramming my radios I devised a method to in-
corporate simplex frequencies to make "retuning to simplex" easy and fast. All of my local repeaters 
are programmed to the uneven channel numbers and the simplex frequencies to the even channels. 
One rotational click and I can check a simplex channel for use. - Lou Mecseri, KE1F, Palm Coast, 
Florida 

A Case for Not Programming Repeaters into the Memories of your Radios 

If you are like me and most other operators, you have programmed your area repeater frequencies 
into the memory channels of your radios. Recently, when I needed to switch to a new repeater fre-
quency, I could not remember how to enter the PL tone and offset - an aggravating factor may be 
that I'm almost 70 years old with a slowly eroding memory! I resorted to reading the radio's operating 
manual. Now, I forego using the memory channels and instead enter the repeater frequency, offset, 
and PL tone manually each and every time so that I'll have the muscle memory needed to select re-
peater parameters on the fly in the field. Think about it - it only takes a second to enter the parame-
ters. - K1CE 

Important Links 
ARRL Home: www.arrl.org 

Find an ARRL Affiliated Club: www.arrl.org/clubs 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/national-emergency-communications-plan
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/national-emergency-communications-plan
https://www.cisa.gov/safecom/sns
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https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/continuity/toolkit
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/continuity/toolkit
https://www.cisa.gov/necp-webinars
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/clubs
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Find Your ARRL Section: www.arrl.org/sections 

Find a License Class in your area: www.arrl.org/class 

Find a License Exam in your area: www.arrl.org/exam  

Find a Hamfest or Convention: www.arrl.org/hamfests 

Email ARRL Clubs: clubs@arrl.org 

 

 
 

ARES Resources 
· Download the ARES Manual [PDF] 

· ARES Field Resources Manual [PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training Plan Task Book [Fillable PDF] 

· ARES Standardized Training Plan Task Book [Word] 

· ARES Plan 

· ARES Group Registration 

· Emergency Communications Training 

 
  The Amateur Radio Emergency Service

®
 (ARES) consists of licensed amateurs who have voluntar-

ily registered their qualifications and equipment, with their local ARES leadership, for communica-
tions duty in the public service when disaster strikes. Every licensed amateur, regardless of mem-
bership in ARRL or any other local or national organization is eligible to apply for membership in 
ARES. Training may be required or desired to participate fully in ARES. Please inquire at the local 
level for specific information. Because ARES is an amateur radio program, only licensed radio ama-
teurs are eligible for membership. The possession of emergency-powered equipment is desirable, 
but is not a requirement for membership. 

How to Get Involved in ARES: Fill out the ARES Registration form and submit it to your local Emer-
gency Coordinator. 
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http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Public%20Service/ARES/ARRL-ARES-STANDARDIZED-TRAINING-TASK-BOOK-V1_2_2.doc
http://www.arrl.org/ares-plan
http://www.arrl.org/ares-group-id-request-form
http://www.arrl.org/emergency-communications-training
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ARES
®
 Briefs, Links 

Julio Ripoll, WD4R, National Hurricane Center station WX4NHC Amateur Radio Assistant Coordina-
tor, reported that Hurricane Earl tracked far enough to the east to spare Bermuda the strongest 
winds. The last report the NHC station received from the VoIP Hurricane Net Team was: "Pirates 
Cove, Southampton, Bermuda, Wind Measurements: Measured; Sustained Wind Speed: 35 MPH; 
Gust Speed: 48 MPH; Wind Direction: NNE degrees." Ripoll thanked all stations for the reports, es-
pecially VoIP Hurricane Net Director of Operations Rob Macedo, KD1CY, and John Stevens, VP9NI, 
"for staying up late tonight and sending reports." Ripoll said "It has been a very quiet season so far. 
Earl is just a warm up! The Atlantic is still very hot and the Sahara Dust and Shear Winds are fad-
ing." 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is the United Nations specialized agency for infor-
mation and communication technologies - ICTs. Founded in 1865 to facilitate international connec-
tivity in communications networks, the ITU allocates global radio spectrum and satellite orbits, devel-
ops the technical standards that ensure networks and technologies seamlessly interconnect, and 
strives to improve access to ICTs by underserved communities worldwide. The ITU's amateur radio 
page is worth reviewing. The International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) is the worldwide federation 
of national amateur radio organizations. The membership of the IARU consists of more than 160 
member-societies in as many countries and separate territories. Here, in ITU Region 2 (the Ameri-
cas), there is a vital Region 2 amateur radio emergency communications program, which has pub-
lished the IARU Emergency Telecommunications Guide, and is recommended reading. 

The state of Florida is starting the long-awaited state-sponsored AUXCOMM courses, with the first 
class coming up in November. Jason S. Matthews, K4AUS, DHS/CISA (Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency) ICTAP Program Support, said "A good cross section of attendance is 
key, as the networking component and getting folks collaborating at the courses are one of the best 
parts." The State of Florida Division of Emergency Management in conjunction with the Department 
of Homeland Security is offering the AUXCOMM Auxiliary Communications Course in Fort Pierce 
November 4-6. The course is free of charge. Applicants need to have completed the FEMA ICS100, 
200, 700, and 800 on-line courses and have an interest in working with public safety agencies. Apply 
for registration for the AUXCOMM course. For a review of this course, see May 2016 QST, pp. 77-
78. 

2022 ARRL Simulated Emergency Test Guidelines 

Test Your Readiness on October 1 - 2  

ARRL's Simulated Emergency Test (SET) is October 1 - 2, 2022, and this nationwide exercise is the 
chance to test your personal emergency-operating skills and the readiness of your communications 
equipment and accessories in a simulated emergency-like deployment.  

ARRL Field Organization Leaders at the Section and local levels, and many other volunteers that 
are active in public service and emergency communications, are developing simulated emergency-
like scenarios in consultation with a variety of agencies and organizations for whom radio amateurs 
are known to provide service during emergencies. 

Please remember that station readiness and personal training and practice are tenets of the Ama-

http://www.w4amc.com
https://voipwx.net/
https://www.itu.int/hub/tag/amateur-radio/
https://www.itu.int/hub/tag/amateur-radio/
https://www.iaru.org/
https://www.iaru-r2.org/en/on-the-air/emergency-communications/
https://www.iaru-r2.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/IARU-Emergency-Telecommunications-Guide.pdf
https://trac.floridadisaster.org/TRAC/EventDetailPublic.aspx?ID=5857&mode=ModeEdit&LookupName=eventsearchpublic
https://trac.floridadisaster.org/TRAC/EventDetailPublic.aspx?ID=5857&mode=ModeEdit&LookupName=eventsearchpublic
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teur Radio Service. Any time we spend on the air will contribute to developing and practicing our 
personal radio communication capability. 

The ARRL's Amateur Radio Emergency Service
® 

(ARES
®
), the National Traffic System (NTS), the 

Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES), SKYWARN™, Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT), Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Network (SATERN), and other allied groups 
and public-service oriented radio amateurs are among those who are eligible to participate in the 
simulated exercise and to practice emergency operation plans, nets and procedures.  

Changes for 2022 SET 

For the 2022 Simulated Emergency Test, there will be bonus points for cooperation with Army 
MARS stations and sharing information between MARS and amateur radio stations. Please refer to 
the reporting form to calculate the bonus points.  

Please stand by for new 2022 SET reporting forms that will be posted among the resources on the 
Public Services/Field Services Forms page on the ARRL website. 

ARRL Emergency Communications and Field Services Committee 
Update 
The efforts of the ARRL Emergency Communications and Field Services Committee (EC-FSC) con-
tinue with four assigned subcommittees: ARES

® 
/AUXCOMM, NTS™, Radio Clubs, and Field Ser-

vices Restructuring. Each has an obvious and specific focus to evaluate the present structure and 
processes in their respective areas, and supply recommendations for change and improvement. 
Each subcommittee tasking calls for contact with many people in the ARRL Field Organization, com-
munity leaders, and served agencies. While this work is complex and ongoing, in the interim, the EC
-FSC has completed a number of other tasks to improve services and recognition for ARRL mem-
bers. Other improvements include (ARES-specific information is in bold): 
1. An update of the ARRL Affiliated Club Commission Program for recruiting ARRL members. The 
new plan, now offering a higher commission and greatly simplified paperwork, provides a significant 
incentive for clubs to sign up more of their members to be ARRL members. 
2. Recognition of US military veteran status in ARRL's publication of Silent Keys reports. Recogni-
tion is permitted for all honorably discharged members of the U.S. Armed Forces and all National 
Guards. The information will be gathered from Silent Key submissions 
and noted in the Silent Keys column in QST. 
3. Members now have full access to all ARRL Division and Section newsletters through our web por-
tal. If a member wants to see what a neighboring Division or Section may be doing, the information 
is now easily available. 
4. QST now carries a new column, "Club Station," where clubs can share information about their ac-
tivities and initiatives that may inform and inspire other clubs. 
5. The ARES Plan has been updated with a few recent changes and posted on the ARRL web 
pages. 
6. The results of this year's Simulated Emergency Test (SET) will be able to be electronically 
filed and all of the score calculations will be done by the new online program. This has been 
tested and will roll out in time for the October 2022 SET. 
7. Annual reporting/renewals for Affiliated Clubs and those clubs who are also Special Service Clubs 
(SSC) have different renewal dates - all based upon the anniversary of when the club was Affiliated 
or became an SSC. Often one of the dates was overlooked during the club's renewal process. As of 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.arrl.org/public-service-field-services-forms
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January 1st , 2024, these dates will be fully 
synchronized and will renew simultaneously, ensuring no club will lose its SSC status because of an 
oversight. New and renewing SSCs are now listed monthly in QST. 
8. Clearing the backlog of pending Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) between ARES 
groups and served agencies. Five MOUs have been approved, two more are near completion 
and one awaits signature from the cooperating agency. While this work is 
ongoing, we are planning a template version of an MOU, which will greatly simplify the MOU 
process and speed the approvals. -- ARRL Emergency Communications and Field Services Com-
mittee Chairman Dale Williams, WA8EFK 
 

This Month is National Preparedness Month 
National Preparedness Month is an observance each September to raise awareness about the im-
portance of preparing for disasters and emergencies that could happen at any time. The 2022 theme 
is "Build a Lasting Legacy." Prepare for disasters to create a lasting legacy for you and your family. 
Join a CERT program. The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program educates vol-
unteers about disaster preparedness for the hazards that may impact their area and trains them in 
basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and 
disaster medical operations for the period of time when professional first responders are not yet able 
to assess the needs of your community. CERT offers a consistent, nationwide approach to volunteer 
training and organization that professional responders can rely on during disaster situations, allow-
ing them to focus on other more needy areas and complex tasks. Find your local CERT team, and 
offer ARES and emergency communications support. 

In June 2003, ARRL became an official affiliate program of Citizen Corps, an initiative within the De-
partment of Homeland Security to enhance public preparedness and safety. A Statement of Affilia-
tion made ARRL an affiliate under the four charter Citizen Corps programs--Neighborhood Watch, 
Volunteers in Police Service, Community Emergency Response Teams and Medical Reserve Corps. 
The League joined the National Safety Council, Points of Light Foundation, National Voluntary Or-
ganizations Active in Disaster (NVOAD, of which ARRL is also a member), National Volunteer Fire 
Council, National Fire Protection Association, Save A Life Foundation and The Jaycees as Citizen 
Corps affiliate programs.  

The relationship between ARRL and FEMA goes back to 1984 when an MOU was inked that helped 
ARRL volunteers coordinate their services with emergency management at all levels of government. 
The 2003 SoA demonstrated the ARRL's commitment to community emergency preparedness 
through the Citizens Corps programs. 

ARRL ARES® Section News 

Wisconsin Section -- ARES Member Assists in Rescue of Fellow Ham 

"It was Friday, September 2, 2022, which meant I worked from my home office. I have the VHF radi-
os on low to monitor them in the background. Recently, I got into the AllStar node with a hotspot. I 
use it to monitor the FM38 systems (AllStar 2495) in the southern [part] of Wisconsin. 

"At about 7:45 AM, I heard the AllStar node come up. An individual in distress was asking for assis-
tance to get an ambulance to him. It was a ham in Brown Deer, Wisconsin. He had slipped on his 
bathroom floor and went down so hard he could not get up, but he happened to have his handheld 
with him (don't we all). He did not have access to the phone, and he lived alone. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.ready.gov/september#theme
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"I called the Brown Deer police call center. The dispatcher got the fire department rolling and then 
started asking me for more details. I had the dispatcher on speaker phone, and he could hear the 
hams' responses to the questions. Being on a handheld and lying prone, the signal was, at times, 
noisy. At that time, both the other ham and I used ITU phonetics to get the exact info out. All those 
times practicing on the ARES

®
 nets made it second nature. The dispatcher was also able to under-

stand the info without my having to repeat it. 

"It felt good to help out. I also realized it was due to my monitoring that I was able to hear his call. If 
you are not participating in the weekly local ARES net, I would encourage you to do so when you 
can." -- Scott Strecker, KG9IV. Thanks also to the Chippewa Valley Amateur Radio Club in Wiscon-
sin, an ARRL Affiliated Club; ARRL Letter 

Idaho Section -- Rocky Mountain Rescue 

On September 3, 2022, in the Rocky Mountains of northwest Idaho, newly licensed amateur radio 
operators Shannon Vore, KK7GVG, and CJ Bouchard, KK7GNG, were out for a weekend of four-
wheeling in their Jeep. The area is an extremely mountainous region with no towns, very few people, 
no facilities, and no cell phone coverage. The nearest airfield is Horse Haven Trail, an unimproved 
dirt strip that's severely eroded and covered with rocks and debris. 

At about 4:30 PM, Vore and Bouchard were taking a break when an approaching truck notified them 
of an ATV accident involving two teenage girls. The accident scene was just a few miles away, and 
when they arrived it was clear the teenagers were critically injured. Bouchard was unable to contact 
several local repeaters, but was finally able to make contact using a simplex frequency (146.420 
MHz) that's popular with the hams in Coeur d'Alene, 20 miles from the accident site. 

While Bouchard and an off-duty Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) were administrating medical 
aid to the teenagers, Vore took over radio operations. The call for emergency assistance was picked 
up by local amateur radio operator John Tappero, K7JNT, who immediately called 911 and asked 
that 146.420 MHz be used only for emergency traffic. For nearly 2 hours, Vore and Tappero provid-
ed relay between the 911 dispatcher, advising the condition of the injured and the approaching 
weather. Life Flight Network was unable to respond because of a severe thunderstorm immediately 
over the rescue site. 

Two teams of EMTs were dispatched, but due to the mountains and the storm, they couldn't com-
municate with dispatch. Tappero continued to provide relay information for all parties until 6:00 PM, 
when the EMTs arrived. The teenagers were in stable condition and immediately transported to the 
nearest hospital. Today, they're in good condition and recovering. 

"It took us about 2 days to wind down from the experience," said Vore. "We are both glad we had 
our amateur radio licenses and were able to help." 

Bouchard said that they had been using radios on the General Mobile Radio System (GMRS), but 
have since upgraded their licenses for more operating privileges. "Because the area signals were 
not good, it was difficult to communicate," he continued. "So, we studied, took our exams, and are 
now looking forward to much more amateur radio opportunities." 

Both Vore and Bouchard are now looking to join a local amateur radio club and become involved in 
ARES. --Thanks to ARRL Idaho Section Manager Dan Marler, K7REX, and Idaho Assistant Section 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Manager Ed Stuckey, AI7H, for their help with the Idaho rescue story; ARRL Letter 

Western Pennsylvania Section SET Planning 

Planning is underway for the October 1-2, 2022 ARRL Simulated Emergency Test (SET). This year, 
Sections in the ARRL Atlantic Division will activate the Mid-Atlantic ARESMAT program to support 
SET operations, possibly exchanging teams of ARESMAT volunteers between neighboring Sec-
tions. Such mutual assistance protocols would be indicated during a hurricane, winter storm or other 
large-scale incident. -- Joe Shupienis, W3BC, is the ARRL Western Pennsylvania (WPA) Section 
Manager (SM). -- Blair ARES Alert!, September 2022 

South Dakota Section -- SOTA Operators Help Prevent Wildfire 

Hams on SOTA Event Help Prevent Major Forest Fire -- While participating in the Black Hills Ama-
teur Radio Club's (ARC) annual Summits on the Air (SOTA) event in South Dakota on July 16, 2022, 
two amateur radio operators helped spot a potential forest fire. Ryan Lindblom, KE0LXT, President 
of the Black Hills ARC, and Christopher Jaques, KD0RAS, had made their trek to Cicero Peak. Just 
before heading back down, they noticed what might be smoke or dust to the south near Hot Springs. 
Lindblom made a contact on their simplex frequency to ask a local amateur radio operator if there 
had been any reports of Forest Service activity in the area. An off-duty ranger was monitoring a local 
ham repeater from his home, heard traffic from Cicero Peak, and called in the alert. A fire crew and 
a helicopter were able to contain a small fire 2.5 miles south of Pringle, South Dakota. 

Ward Hall, WC0Y, attending the Black Hills SOTA weekend for his second year, reported that a for-
est ranger on Bear Mountain stepped out of the ranger tower to greet him, but at the time, was busy 
monitoring firefighting traffic. "I could hear the radio activity while I was on the ground near the tow-
er," said Hall. "The ranger later told me that the Forest Service was alerted to a small fire when an 
off-duty ranger was monitoring a local ham repeater and heard the traffic from Cicero Peak." Hall 
said the ranger credited the ham activity for an early alert that allowed them to address the fire while 
it was small. "He was very appreciative of how the ham activity helped them and asked that I pass it 
on," Hall added. 

ARRL Dakota Division Director Bill Lippert, AC0W, applauded the work of the amateur radio opera-
tors for early reporting of what could have been a major fire, as well as credited the Forest Service 
for their quick response. 

The Black Hills Amateur Radio Club had 12 people participating in their Black Hills SOTA weekend. 
The club has 75 members and covers the Black Hills region of South Dakota, which is in the south-
west corner of the state. They are headquartered in Rapid City, South Dakota, and they are an 
ARRL Affiliated Club. - The ARRL Letter 

North Florida Section -- Recruitment Effort Pays Dividends 

Jim Bledsoe, KI4KEA, the ARRL Public Information Coordinator for North Central Florida, and PIO 
for Alachua County ARES reports: "Years of attempting to establish a relationship with our local 
press has finally developed into a far-reaching program. The Alachua County Public Relations Man-
ager sent our press release to hundreds of thousands of readers, and was also picked up by a local 
news electronic newspaper. This publicity resulted in over 29 people taking the Technician class and 

http://www.w4amc.com
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exam. Our local ABC affiliate put our story on the air for the second time since Field Day, reaching 
as many as 120,000 homes." 

Ohio Section -- Nuclear Power Plant Exercise 

The Ohio Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES
®
) just completed a dry-run exercise for the Per-

ry Nuclear Power Plant in Lake County, Ohio. ARRL Ohio Section Emergency Coordinator Stan 
Broadway, N8BHL, said the drill was practice for the federally judged exercise scheduled for this 
month. 

The Ohio state Emergency Operations Center (EOC) amateur station, W8SGT, was utilized and on 
the air to communicate with several counties in northeast Ohio. Amateur radio serves in the emer-
gency planning as a backup communications resource. The actual exercise is focused more on the 
power plant and its operation, but the state EOC is involved for the process. "In real life, this was a 
low-key type of exercise for us. It does not involve a lot of hams or activity, just establishes the line 
of communication," said Broadway. "It's satisfying to know, through many conversations during the 
planning stage, that amateur radio is a key ingredient to assure communication with the state." 

Ohio ARES is also working on a Simulated Emergency Test (SET) drill for October 1, 2022.  

 

National Preparedness Month: List of Disasters 
Consistent with the goals and objectives of National Preparedness Month, here is a list of natural 
and man-made disaster scenarios we should all be familiar with. 

All Hazards 

Emergency Alerts 

Attacks in Public Places 

Avalanche 

Bioterrorism 

Chemical Emergencies 

Cybersecurity 

Drought 

Earthquakes 

Explosions 

Extreme Heat 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Floods 

Hazardous Materials Incidents 

Home Fires 

Household Chemical Emergencies 

Hurricanes 

Landslides & Debris Flow 

Nuclear Explosion 

Nuclear Power Plants 

Pandemic 

Power Outages 

Radiological Dispersion Device 

Severe Weather 

Space Weather 

Thunderstorms & Lightning 

Tornadoes 

Tsunamis 

Volcanoes 

Wildfires 

Winter Weather 

Recovering from Disaster 

K1CE for a Final: Send It In (Please) 
This newsletter goes out to a subscriber list of almost 40,000 each and every month. There are a 
number of significant aspects of the newsletter, which has been in monthly production and circula-
tion for almost 20 years. As with any newsletter of this nature, there is a regular group of contributors 
that provide the majority of articles, reports and other input. If you and/or your ARRL Section ARES 
program administrators are not one of them, please consider providing reports of your section's ac-
tivities: the ARES community at large will benefit and learn from them, and your hard-working ARES 
volunteers will receive national exposure and the recognition they deserve. Thank you. 

http://www.w4amc.com
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President Harry Dannals, W2HD, Remembrance 

On a personal note, I was saddened at learning of the passing of ARRL President Emeritus Harry 
Dannals, W2HD. In the early eighties, I was on the ARRL staff at Newington, and had the privilege 
of working with him on assignments and projects for the Board and membership. I'll always remem-
ber him working behind the ARRL booth at Dayton and other large conventions, shaking hands with 
and completely engaging visitors to the booth. He always gave them his full attention and a big 
handshake. He'll go on to join the pantheon of League greats. You can read the remarkable story of 
Mr. Dannals' legendary service to ARRL and the amateur community at large. 

Have a Great and Safe SET! 

I'll be participating with the ARRL Northern Florida Section (from Columbia County) for Florida's 
statewide SET dubbed Service DENIED. On October 1, amateur radio operators from Florida's 
emergency communications teams will conduct Service DENIED, based on a simulated statewide 
cyber-attack impacting communications infrastructure. A full outage is the scenario. The exercise will 
allow teams from various Florida counties to test their ability to communicate with the State Division 
of Emergency Management in Tallahassee using only amateur radio equipment. Individual amateur 
radio operators will assist in gathering situation reports, providing them to local emergency manage-
ment as well as the State EOC using various voice and data modes. Teams will test capability to 
provide health and welfare messaging for residents using a national traffic system. I'm really looking 
forward to it. Be safe out there. 

73, Rick, K1CE, k1ce@arrl.net 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-president-emeritus-harry-dannals-w2hd-sk
mailto:k1ce@arrl.net


BARC on the Web:                          http://www.w4amc.com               Ham Chatter 

PAGE 41 October 2022 

 

 

Register to Log in to ARRL.ORG (Web site was been updated) 

Follow these steps to sign in and access ARRL features and services: Go to arrl.org and click 
"Login" which will redirect you to "Register" (please note, even if you have an ARRL account you will 
need to register). 

This will log you in to arrl.org, which now allows you to renew, donate, and shop all in one transac-
tion.    

If you need help, we're here for you. Call us Monday - Thursday from 8 am - 7 pm (ET) and on Fri-
day from 8 am - 5 pm (ET) or e-mail us at membership@arrl.org. 

 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
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http://www.arrl.org/
mailto:membership@arrl.org
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ARRL Podcasts 

Listen to ARRL Audio News, 
available every Friday. ARRL 
Audio News is a summary of the 
week's top news stories in the 
world of amateur radio and 
ARRL, along with interviews and 
other features. 

 ARRL Podcasts Schedule 
On the Air podcast:  (Episode 
32) addresses the topic of scan-
ning, with specific discussions 
about memory scanning, 
CTCSS tone scanning, priority 
watch, and more. 

QST contributor Dino Papas, 
KL0S. Papas provides insight 
into the construction and tuning 
of a J-pole antenna, which he 
built for On the Air from a design 
by John H. Unrath, K6JHU. 

Of the ARRL Eclectic Tech pod-
cast: (Episode 67) features a 
discussion of power generation 
using graphene, synchronizing 
clocks with cosmic rays, mul-
tifrequency "vascular" antennas, 
and listening to Very Low Fre-
quency (VLF) atmospheric sig-
nals as part of NASA's INSPIRE 
project. 

The On the Air and Eclectic 
Tech podcasts are sponsored by 
Icom. Both podcasts are availa-
ble on iTunes (iOS) and Stitcher 
(Android) as well as on Blubrry -
- On the Air | Eclectic Tech  

 

Amateur Radio in the 
News 
"HAMs to unveil new communi-

ARRL on the Purpose 
of Amateur Radio 

 For over 100 years 
amateur radio and ARRL 
— the National Associa-
tion for Amateur Radio® 
— have stood for the de-
velopment of the science 
and art of communica-
tions, public service, and 

the enhancement of international 
goodwill. Amateur Radio’s long 
history and service to the public has 
solidified the well-earned reputation 
that “Amateur Radio saves lives.” 
 
Amateur Radio Operators, due to 
their history of public service, their 
training, and the requirement that 
they be licensed by the FCC have 
earned their status as a component 
of critical communications infra-
structure and as a reliable resource 
“when all else fails." 
 
Amateur Radio is about develop-
ment of communications and re-
sponsible public service. Its misuse 
is inconsistent with its history of 
service and its statutory charter. 
ARRL does not support its misuse 
for purposes inconsistent with these 
values and purposes. 

cation trailer this week." / The 
Star (Indiana), August 27, 2022. 
-- Northeastern Indiana Amateur 
Radio Association is an ARRL 
Affiliated Club. 

"NCFL residents get training on 
HAM radios in case of a major 
disaster." / WCJB - TV (Florida), 
August 28, 2022. -- Thanks to 
Alachua County ARES

®
/RACES 

and the North Florida Amateur 
Radio Club, an ARRL Affiliated 
Club. 
"Hams complete amateur radio 
Emergency Communication 
course" / The Coastal Point 
(Delaware), August 30, 2022. -- 
Thanks to the radio amateurs of 
Kent and Sussex County and 
the ARRL Delaware Section.  

"Fulton Amateur Radio Club 
Holds Annual Picnic" / Oswego 
County Today (New York), Sep-
tember 1, 2022. -- The Fulton 
Amateur Radio Club is a ARRL 
Affiliated Club. 

"New Daleville Area Amateur 
Radio Service gets grant" / 
Dothan Eagle (Alabama) Sep-
tember 5, 2022. -- The Daleville 
Area Amateur Radio Service is 
an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

"Amateur radio informs and pro-
tects county residents" / Times 
Bulletin (Ohio), September 7, 
2022. -- Van Wert Amateur Ra-
dio Club, Inc. is an ARRL Affiliat-
ed Club.  
"Amateur radio historic event set 
for Oct. 1" / The Ironton Tribune 
(Ohio), September 13, 2022. -- 
The Southern Ohio Amateur Ra-
dio Association is an ARRL Affil-
iated Club. 
 
"Special Event At EPM Will Re-

http://www.w4amc.com
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https://oswegocountytoday.com/news/fulton/fulton-amateur-radio-club-holds-annual-picnic/
https://oswegocountytoday.com/news/fulton/fulton-amateur-radio-club-holds-annual-picnic/
https://dothaneagle.com/news/local/new-daleville-area-amateur-radio-service-gets-grant/article_921d92fc-2d36-11ed-9010-3b5b9942c25e.html
https://dothaneagle.com/news/local/new-daleville-area-amateur-radio-service-gets-grant/article_921d92fc-2d36-11ed-9010-3b5b9942c25e.html
https://timesbulletin.com/Content/News/News/Article/Amateur-radio-informs-and-protects-county-residents/2/4/233919
https://timesbulletin.com/Content/News/News/Article/Amateur-radio-informs-and-protects-county-residents/2/4/233919
https://www.irontontribune.com/2022/09/13/amateur-radio-historic-event-set-for-oct-1/
https://www.irontontribune.com/2022/09/13/amateur-radio-historic-event-set-for-oct-1/
https://gardnernews.com/2022/09/11/special-event-at-epm-will-remember-early-ham/


BARC on the Web:                          http://www.w4amc.com               Ham Chatter 

PAGE 43 October 2022 

 

 

member Early "Ham"" / The Gardner News 
(Kansas), September 11, 2022. -- The Santa Fe 
Trail Amateur Radio Club is an ARRL Affiliated 
Club.  

"West Allis Amateur Radio Club aims to gener-
ate interest in ham radio" / Spectrum News 
(Wisconsin), September 17, 2002 -- The West 
Allis Radio Amateur Club is an ARRL Affiliated 
Club. 

"STUTSMAN COUNTY HAM RADIO ENTHUSI-
ASTS CELEBRATE 75 YEARS" / NewsDako-
ta.com (North Dakota), September 21, 2022 -- 
The Jamestown Amateur Radio Club is an 
ARRL Affiliated Club. 

"Area Amateur Radio Operators to participate in 
Communications Exercise" / St. Louis Post - 
Dispatch (Missouri), September 19, 2022 -- 
Thanks to the St. Louis Metro ARES/RACES

®
 

team. 

"HAM RADIO OPERATOR KEEPS LIFELINES, 
PEOPLE AND EVENTS CONNECTED WHERE 
CELLPHONE TECHNOLOGY CANNOT" / Leb-
anon Local (Oregon), September 22, 2022 -- 
Lebanon Amateur Radio Emergency Services

®
. 

"MARSHALL COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO OP-
ERATORS TO PARTICIPATE IN A DISTRICT 
WIDE COMMUNICATIONS EXERCISE" / 
WTAC (Indiana), September 22, 2022 -- Thanks 
to the Marshall County Amateur Radio Club and 
the Marshall County ARES/RACES

®
 team. 

"Big E to host chat with International Space Sta-
tion for local students" / WGGB Western Mass 
News (Massachusetts), September 26, 2022 -- 
Thanks to the ARRL New England Division.  

"Students to chat with International Space Sta-
tion at Big E Tuesday" / WWLP 
(Massachusetts), September 26, 2022 

"Ham radio is ready if cell phones go down" / 
SNN News (Florida), September 27, 2022 -- 
The Sarasota Emergency Radio Club is an 
ARRL Affiliated Club. 

"Ham operators hosting Simulated Emergency 
Test Oct. 8" / The Monroe News (Michigan), Sep-
tember 28, 2002 -- Thanks to the Monroe County 
Amateur Radio Public Service Corps and Monroe 
County Radio Communications Association, an 
ARRL Affiliated Club . 

 

Announcements 

Hurricane Watch has not been activated but 
as the situation changes activation notices will be 
sent via the private email listing, as well as posted 
on their website at www.hwn.org. As a reminder, 
when activated, the hurricane net will be on 
14.325 MHz (USB) by day and 7.268 MHz (LSB) 
by night. When propagation dictates, both fre-
quencies will be used simultaneously. 

 
 

FEMA's Emergency Management Insti-
tute (EMI) will offer the K0428 CERT Train-the-
Trainer course online. This course prepares par-
ticipants to deliver FEMA's CERT Basic Training 
course. For additional information, contact Jamie 
"Betsy" Mauk, EMI Course Manager. Refer to the 
EMI website for course date availability. 
 

The Danish DX Group (DDXG) will cele-
brate its 50th year with special event station 
OZ50DDXG, on the air until December 31, 2022. 

Ukraine Maintains Ham Radio Silence 
in State of Emergency 

Radio amateurs in Ukraine appear to be diligently 
maintaining radio silence as the state of emergen-
cy declared there just prior to the Russian military 
invasion remains in effect. A February 24 decree 
from President Volodymyr Zelensky included "a 
ban on the operation amateur radio transmitters 
for personal and collective use."  

 
 

ARRL Foundation Grants $270,000 to 
Amateur Radio Clubs 

The new ARRL Foundation Club Grant Program, 
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funded by a generous grant from Amateur 
Radio Digital Communications (ARDC), has 
awarded $270,000 to radio clubs that partici-
pated in the first round of applications. 

The Club Grant Program, introduced earlier 
this year, includes $500,000 to be awarded to 
radio clubs with projects that will have the 
most impact on amateur radio, the communi-
ty, and the future of radio technology. The 
grants will fund transformative projects that 
encourage the growth of active amateur radio 
operators and training opportunities, educa-
tion programs for student groups and schools, 
and club revitalization. A second round of ap-
plications to award the program's remaining 
funding will open on September 7, 2022. 

Twenty-four clubs were notified on Monday, 
August 29, that they are receiving grants. The 
ARRL Foundation received 128 applications 
in the first round, with requests totaling $1.74 
million. The selection committee noted that it 
was difficult work deciding between many 
high-quality grant proposals considering the 
finite available funds. Radio clubs that did not 
receive grants in the first round may revise 
and resubmit applications in the second 
round. 

An informational webinar will serve as an ori-
entation to the program, providing information 
on how to apply. The webinar will take place 
on September 7 at 7 PM Eastern Time. 
Please register in advance to attend. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining the 
webinar: 

Webinar: ARRL Club Grant Program: 
Round Two Kickoff 
When: September 7, 2022, at 7 PM Eastern 
Time 
Register: tinyurl.com/ARRL-Webinar-
September-2022 

The ARRL Foundation, established in 1973 
by ARRL The National Association for Ama-
teur Radio

®
, administers the Club Grant Pro-

gram. ARRL has long recognized that it is in the 
best interests of amateur radio to encourage and 
support amateur radio clubs. Historically, clubs 
have recruited, licensed, and trained new radio 
amateurs and have provided the community set-
ting for them to continue their education and train-
ing. 
 
The new Club Grant Program will help clubs more 
easily provide and expand their important ser-
vices. More information about the program can be 
found on the ARRL Foundation website at 
www.arrl.org/club-grant-program. 

Amateur Radio Makes the Connec-
tion to Save Lives in Wisconsin 
and Idaho 
The following two rescue stories are great exam-
ples of why amateur radio is important. The first 
story occurred in Wisconsin and is told by ARRL 
member Scott Strecker, KG9IV. In his own words, 
Strecker shares how he was able to help a ham in 
distress. Thanks to the Chippewa Valley Amateur 
Radio Club in Wisconsin, an ARRL Affiliated Club, 
for this information. 

"It was Friday, September 2, 2022, which meant I 
worked from my home office. I have the VHF radi-
os on low to monitor them in the background. Re-
cently, I got into the Allstar node with a hotspot. I 
use it to monitor the FM38 systems (Allstar 2495) 
in the southern [part] of Wisconsin. 

At about 7:45 AM, I heard the Allstar node come 
up. An individual in distress was asking for assis-
tance to get an ambulance to him. It was a ham in 
Brown Deer, Wisconsin. He had slipped on his 
bathroom floor and went down so hard he could 
not get up, but he happened to have his handheld 
with him (don't we all). He did not have access [to 
the] phone, and he lived alone. 

[I called the] Brown Deer police call center. The 
dispatcher got the fire department rolling and then 
started asking me for more details. I had the dis-
patcher on speaker phone, and he could hear the 
hams' responses to the questions. Being on a 
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handheld and [lying] prone, the signal was, at 
times, noisy. At that time, both the other ham 
and I used ITU phonetics to get the exact info 
out. All those times practicing on the ARES

®
 

nets made it second nature. The dispatcher 
was also able to understand the info without my 
having to repeat it. 

It felt good to help out. I also realized it was due 
to my monitoring that I was able to hear his call. 
If you are not participating in the weekly local 
ARES net, I would encourage you to do so 
when you can." 

In addition to Strecker's story, newly licensed 
amateur radio operators Shannon Vore, 
KK7GVG, and CJ Bouchard, KK7GNG, also 
shared a rescue story. On September 3, 2022, 
in the Rocky Mountains in northwest Idaho, 
they were out for a weekend of four-wheeling in 
their Jeep. The area is an extremely mountain-
ous region with no towns, very few people, no 
facilities, and no cell phone coverage. The 
nearest airfield is Horse Haven Trail, an unim-
proved dirt strip that's severely eroded and cov-
ered with rocks and debris. 

At about 4:30 PM, Vore and Bouchard were 
taking a break when an approaching truck noti-
fied them of an ATV accident involving two 
teenage girls. The accident scene was just a 
few miles away, and when they arrived it was 
clear the teenagers were critically injured. Bou-
chard was unable to contact several local re-
peaters, but was finally able to make contact 
using a simplex frequency (146.420 MHz) that's 
popular with the hams in Coeur d'Alene, 20 
miles from the accident site. 

 

While Bouchard 
and an off-duty 
Emergency Med-
ical Technician 
(EMT) were ad-
ministrating med-
ical aid to the 
teenagers, Vore 
took over radio 
operations. The 
call for emergen-
cy assistance 
was picked up by 
local amateur 
radio operator 
John Tappero, 
K7JNT, who im-
mediately called 
911 and asked 
that 146.420 
MHz be used on-
ly for emergency 
traffic. For nearly 2 hours, Vore and Tappero pro-
vided relay between the 911 dispatcher, advising 
the condition of the injured and the approaching 
weather. Life Flight Network was unable to re-
spond because of a severe thunderstorm immedi-
ately over the rescue site. 

Two teams of EMT's were dispatched, but due to 
the mountains and the storm, they couldn't com-
municate with dispatch. Tappero continued to pro-
vide relay information for all parties until 6:00 PM, 
when the EMT's arrived. The teenagers were in 
stable condition and immediately transported to 
the nearest hospital. Today, they're in good condi-
tion and recovering. 

"It took us about 2 days to wind down from the 
experience," said Vore. "We are both glad we had 
our amateur radio licenses and were able to 
help." 

Bouchard said that they had been using radios on 
the General Mobile Radio System (GMRS), but 
have since upgraded their licenses for more oper-
ating privileges. "Because the area signals were 
not good, it was difficult to communicate," he con-

 
Shannon Vore, KK7GVG, and CJ Bou-
chard, KK7GNG, used ham radio to re-
spond to an accident in a remote area of 
Idaho. Bouchard used a simplex frequency 
on the 2-meter band to get help. 
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tinued. "So, we studied, took our exams, and 
are now looking forward to much more amateur 
radio opportunities." 

Both Vore and Bouchard are now looking to join 
a local amateur radio club and become involved 
in the ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Ser-
vices

®
 (ARES

®
). 

--Thanks to ARRL Idaho Section Manager Dan 
Marler, K7REX, and Idaho Assistant Section 
Manager Ed Stuckey, AI7H, for their help with 
the Idaho rescue story. 

AMSAT Outlines Tracking for 
Artemis I Moon Mission using 
"Welcome" Beacons 
When NASA's Artemis I rocket launches for its 
mission to the moon this month (September), 
you'll be able to track it using 70-centimeter 
beacons known as Outstanding MOon explora-
tion TEchnologies demonstrated by NAno Semi
-Hard Impactors (OMOTENASHIs). 

Omotenashi is Japanese for welcome or hospi-
tality, and it de-
scribes the 70-
centimeter bea-
cons as small 
spacecraft and 
semi-hard landers 
of the 6U Cu-
beSat format 
which will demon-
strate low-cost 
technology to land 
and explore the 
lunar surface. 
OMOTENASHI 
will be one of 10 
CubeSats to be 
carried with the Artemis I mission.  

Brian Wilkins, KO4AQF, says that with the Arte-
mis Real-time Orbit Website (AROW), anyone 
with internet access can pinpoint where Orion is 
and track its distance from the Earth, its dis-
tance from the moon, the mission duration, and 

more. AROW is available on NASA's website and 
Twitter account. AROW visualizes data collected 
by sensors on Orion that are sent to the Johnson 
Space Center's Mission Control Center in Hou-
ston during its flight. It will provide periodic real-
time data beginning about 1 minute after liftoff 
through the separation of the Space Launch Sys-
tem (SLS) rocket's Interim Cryogenic Propulsion 
Stage, approximately 2 hours into flight. 

Once Orion is flying on its own, AROW will pro-
vide constant real-time information. On the web, 
users can follow AROW to see where Orion is in 
relation to the Earth and the moon, and follow 
Orion's path during the mission. Users can view 
key mission milestones and characteristics on the 
moon, including information about landing sites 
from the Apollo program. Also available for down-
load will be an ephemeris, which provides trajec-
tory data from the flight. 

AROW will also provide a set of Orion's state 
vectors -- data that describes precisely where 
Orion is in space and how it moves -- for inclu-
sion in these tweets once Orion is flying on its 
own. These vectors can be used for data lovers, 
artists, and creatives to make their own tracking 
app, data visualization, or anything else they en-
vision. For more information, read https://
www.nasa.gov/feature/track-nasa-s-artemis-i-
mission-in-real-time/. 

AMSAT member Joe Fitzgerald, KM1P, adds a 
second online tool, called Horizons. The JPL Ho-
rizons online solar system data and computation 
service provides access to key solar system data 
and flexible production of highly accurate loca-
tions for solar system objects such as asteroids, 
planetary satellites, planets, the Sun, and select 
spacecraft. Horizons is provided by the Solar 
System Dynamics Group of the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. 

Fitzgerald says to use "OMOTENASHI" as the 
Target Body. You can find information and the 
online app at https://ssd.jpl.nasa.gov/horizons. 
 

Oscar Norris, W4OXH, with his 
guide dog, Neil, circa late 1940's.  
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-- Thanks to Brian Wilkins, KO4AQF; Joe Fitz-
gerald, KM1P; NASA; JPL Horizons, and AM-
SAT. 

More African countries are now operating on 
the 60-meter band. The South African Radio 
League (SARL) reports that three new African 
countries have joined the ranks of 5 MHz as 60-
meter operators. They are Botswana, Lesotho, 
and Eswatini (formerly known as Swaziland). 
Each country has access to the new WRC-15 
amateur secondary allocation of 5351.5 - 5366.5 
kHz. This makes a total of 89 countries now on 
the band worldwide. --Thanks to SARL Secre-
tary Dennis Green, ZS4BS.  

104-Year-Old Ham is On the Air 
ARRL member Oscar Norris, W4OXH, of Gas-
tonia, North Carolina, will turn 105 on Septem-
ber 25, 2022, and he is still on the air. 

Norris lost his sight when he was 24 in 1942, 
and it was his blindness that led him to amateur 
radio. He earned his license in 1949, and has 
been on the air for 73 years. 

Tony Jones, N4ATJ, has known Norris since he 
was 14 and remembers the first time he met 
Norris. It was at a bicycle shop and Norris, blind, 
was still able to tear down a wheel, replace the 
spokes, and spin the wheel until it was bal-
anced. Several years later, Norris gave Jones a 
book on how to earn an amateur radio license. 

"Over the years, the book got misplaced," said 
Jones. "I would give anything to find that book 
today." Jones continued, "Oscar has the person-
ality of one of the kindest people you would ever 
want to meet, and he never has an unkind word 
for anyone." 

Norris communicates mostly using digital mobile 
radio (DMR) on a handheld radio, and he has 
been a member of the Gaston County Amateur 
Radio Society (GCARS), an ARRL Affiliated 
Club, since 1979. 

In honor of his 105th birthday, GCARS mem-

bers will be operating the special event station 
N1O from 00:01 UTC on September 20 through 
20:00 UTC on October 1. Operations will be on 
the HF bands, 2 meters, 1.25 meters, and 70 
centimeters. Modes used will be CW, SSB, FT4, 
FT8, DMR, and D-STAR. 

For additional information, contact Jones at 
n4atj@twc.com. 
 

100th Anniversary of the Reading 
Radio Club 
The Reading Radio Club (RRC) in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, will celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary on September 24, 2022. Special event sta-
tion W3BN will operate from 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM 
EDT on 10-, 15-, 20-, 40-, and 80-meters SSB. All 
licensed amateurs are invited to join the celebra-
tion and make contacts to qualify for a personal-
ized color certificate commemorating the event. 
RRC operators will be staffing three HF stations 
from the Reading area for a 12-hour period. Look 
for spots on your favorite DX cluster to find and 
contact one of the stations. 

The RRC was formed by a group of radio hobby-
ists in 1921, and it became an ARRL Affiliated 
Club in February 1922. ARRL President Rick Ro-
derick, K5UR, presented a plaque during the 
RRC banquet in May, marking the celebration of 
the centennial. 

To qualify for a color QSL card, send log infor-
mation to w3bn100@gmail.com and include your 
call sign, the band that you operated on, the time 
and date, and your name. 

Hawaii "Big Wind" Drill Success-
fully Tests Emergency Radio 
Communications 
Makani 'Ino, Hawaii's big wind hurricane exercise 
on July 16, 2022, successfully tested amateur ra-
dio equipment and the skill of operators in a dis-
aster environment. 

Highlights of the drill included:  
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• Participation of 112 stations 

• 256 Winlink traffic messages to served agen-
cies 

• 127 voice contacts from spokes 

• 125 Winlink traffic messages from spokes 

10 voice traffic messages to served agencies 

The drill was designed to test the ability of ama-
teur radio operators in establishing emergency 
communications during a widespread disaster. 
Makani 'Ino simulated severe infrastructure fail-
ure as a hurricane impacted every island's elec-
trical power, internet service, and cell phone ser-
vice. High winds, catastrophic rains, and storm 
surges on coastal lands produced flooding in 
many areas. 

The timing of the drill could not have been bet-
ter. Early in the morning on July 16, before the 
exercise began, Tropical Storm Darby was mak-
ing a run toward the islands. The National 
Weather Service issued a Tropical Storm Warn-
ing, and the Hawaii Emergency Management 
Agency activated its Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC). While High Surf Warnings were 
issued throughout the weekend, the storm 
weakened and did not reach hurricane strength. 

Hawaii Amateur Radio Emergency Service
®
 

(ARES
®
) Public Information Officer Michael Mil-

ler, KH6ML, said that not only were the numbers 
impressive, but participation in the exercise was 
excellent. "I was glad to see all of the participat-
ing agencies working well together, helping build 
leaders and train amateur radio operators," said 
Miller. "Also, a special thanks to the Hawaii 
Emergency Management Agency for a very en-
gaged Emergency Operations Center," he add-
ed. 

The next Hawaii ARES drill is the ARRL Simu-
lated Emergency Test, which will involve an ex-
treme tsunami. The event is set for October 1, 
2022.  

Amateur Radio Helps Disabled 
Sailboat to Port  
On September 7, 2022, Jeanne (Jan) Socrates, 
VE0JS/MM / KC2IOV, and her sailboat, the SV 
Nereida, set sail from Cape Flattery, the north-
westernmost point of the contiguous US. She 
was on her way to visit friends in San Francisco, 
California, but 2 days of 35 knot winds and 
storms left her sailboat disabled and her onboard 
radio equipment marginally operational. Amateur 
operators in New Mexico, California, and Cana-
da, and members of Group 7.155 heard her re-
quests for assistance. 

 

Gil Gray, 
N2GG, was 
able to con-
tact Socrates 
on 40 me-
ters. "Her 
power was 
extremely 
low, and she 
was unable 
to communicate on 14.300 MHz to notify the 
monitoring group on that frequency," said Gray. 
"She needed help with wind and sea conditions, 
and tidal data for San Francisco Bay," he added. 

Low-power output on the HF radio made it very 
difficult to get Q5 copy, which would typically be 
Q2 or Q3. With the help of several software-
defined radio (SDR) operators in Utah, California, 
and Maui, Hawaii, they were able to glean 
enough copy to understand her situation and an-
swer questions for her navigation. 

Gray; Jonathan Ayers, AI6NA, and Edwin E. Jen-
kins, K6EXY, are all experienced sailors. They 
were able to make periodic contact with Socrates 
and give her updated wind reports. Their last 
contact was on Monday, September 12, at 11:00 
AM (MSDT). By this time, Socrates was sailing 
with only the forward sail on her 38-foot sloop. 
Fortunately, a "following wind" kept her moving 
without a mainsail. As she approached the Gold-
en Gate Bridge, Socrates was able to use the 

 

Jeanne (Jan) Socrates, VE0JS/MM/ 
KC2IOV, and her sailboat, the Nereida. 
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tidal information passed on by amateur radio 
operators to make it safely to Berkeley Marina 
in San Francisco Bay. 

"I wouldn't call it a rescue," said Socrates, "just 
good amateur radio assistance -- and I'm grate-
ful for their help." 

Socrates is 81 years old and the oldest person 
to have ever sailed around the world unassist-
ed. Once her sailboat is repaired, she will sail 
again, not for records, but for the enjoyment of 
sailing the high seas. 

Her situation is one of three events in early 
September in which amateur radio was able to 
provide emergency assistance. 

More information about Socrates is available on 
her Facebook page. 

Amateur Radio Takes Center 
Stage at The Big E 
The Big E, "New England's Great State Fair," 
kicks off on Friday, September 16, 2022, and 
includes Project Big E, a 17-day amateur radio 
exhibit that runs through October 2, 2022. The 
fair, held in West Springfield, Massachusetts, is 
the largest agricultural event on the eastern 
seaboard and the sixth-largest fair in the nation. 

Planning for this year's Project Big E was initiat-
ed in 2021 by Larry Krainson, W1AST, ARRL 
Western Massachusetts Section Affiliated Club 
Coordinator and President of the Hampden 
County Radio Association (HCRA), as well as 
HCRA members and other interested individu-
als. They envisioned an exhibit that would 
demonstrate the many aspects of modern ham 
radio and provide an opportunity for future ama-
teur radio operators to sign up for information 
and courses in their local area. 

"If just one-tenth of 1% of attendees sign up for 
ham classes, that would be 1,600 names to dis-
tribute to all New England radio clubs," said 
Krainson. "We would all benefit and grow ham 
radio," he added. 

HCRA will operate special event station N1E dur-
ing the 17-day event. A donation from Remote 
Ham Radio (RHR) will allow N1E access to re-
mote stations throughout the entire event. 

Additional exhibits and demonstrations at the 
event will include: 

• An emergency communications (EmComm) 
display 

• D-STAR and/or other digital mobile mode 
demonstations 

• Digital HF modes on a big screen 

• SSB, CW, and digital modes 

• Demonstrations of portable stations for field 
operation, such as Parks on the Air

®
 (POTA) and 

Summits on the Air (SOTA) 

• Youth in ham radio 

 

A related ef-
fort includes 
The BIG E 
Space Chat, 
which in-
volves a 
scheduled 
ham radio 
contact from 
the fair with 
an astronaut 
aboard the 
International Space Station (ISS). The contact is 
organized through Amateur Radio on the Interna-
tional Space Station (ARISS). At press time, the 
contact is scheduled to take place in The Big E 
Arena between September 27 - 29. The exact 
date and time will not be known until a decision is 
made by NASA, approximately 1 week before the 
event. 
 
More information about Project Big E can be 
found at the ARRL New England Division web-

 
The International Space Station (ISS). Photo 
courtesy of NASA. 

http://www.w4amc.com
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site. 

Read the complete Project Big E story on 
the ARRL website. 

-- Thanks to ARRL New England Division Vice 
Director Phil Temples, K9HI, for some of the 
information in this article. 

Amateur Radio Operators Track 
Hurricane Fiona 
The National Hurricane Center (NHC), the Hur-
ricane Watch Net (HWN), the Voice over Inter-
net Protocol (VoIP) Hurricane Net, and the Sal-
vation Army Team Emergency Radio Network 
(SATERN) all have been engaged in tracking 
Hurricane Fiona. 

Amateur radio operators have been reporting 
weather conditions since Monday, September 
19, 2022, and have received positive feedback 
on their assistance. The VoIP Hurricane Net 
was active for 14 continuous hours on Sunday, 
September 18, for Hurricane Fiona, as it pum-
meled the southern and southwestern portions 
of Puerto Rico with catastrophic rainfall and 
flooding with hurricane-force conditions. 

In the ARRL Puerto Rico Section, Public Infor-
mation Coordinator (PIC) Angel L. Santana-
Diaz, WP3GW, who lives in Trujillo Alto, report-
ed a widespread blackout as the hurricane 
made landfall on the island. Still, he explained, 
there were ham radio repeaters that remained 
on the air with amateurs sharing reports of 
damage, including downed trees and power 
poles, and roofs ripped from homes. ARRL 
Member Pedro S. Labayen, KP4DKE, of Utu-
ado, was mentioned in a Miami Herald article 
for reporting the significant damage to his rural 
and mountainous region of the island. 

The NHC has issued advisories for Hurricane 
Fiona and Tropical Storm Gaston. Marine 
warnings are also in effect for the Caribbean 
and the Southwest Atlantic. As of 2:00 PM EDT 
(1800 UTC) on Thursday, September 22, the 

NHC reported that Hurricane Fiona is forecast to 
pass just west of Bermuda by late Thursday 
evening, approach Nova Scotia on Friday, and 
move across Nova Scotia and into the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence on Saturday. Fiona is a category 4 
hurricane with maximum sustained winds near 
130 mph (215 km/h) with higher gusts. 

In advance of the hurricane, the Radio Society of 
Bermuda activated their Emergency Measures 
Organization (EMO) on Wednesday, September 
21, at 1:43 PM ET and plans to have 14 active 
amateurs monitoring the hurricane network. 
Plans are to use local repeaters, unless there's a 
power loss, then they'll switch to simplex. They're 
currently monitoring 14.283 MHz and will contin-
ue to monitor that frequency. 

The HWN will be activated on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, at 5:00 PM EDT/AST (2100 UTC) on 
the primary frequency of 14.325 MHz. Activation 
for the 40-meter net on 7.268 MHz will be at 7:00 
PM EDT/AST (2300 UTC). The net will be on 20 
meters for as long as propagation will allow and 
will remain active on 40 meters until it's no longer 
required, or propagation goes away. 

However, should Hurricane Fiona make direct 
landfall, operations will resume on Friday, Sep-
tember 23, at 9:00 AM EDT/AST (1300 UTC) to 
assist with post-storm reports and any outgoing 
health and welfare traffic, which would be di-
rected toward SATERN. 

HWN Manager Bobby Graves, KB5HAV, offered 
some suggestions for amateur radio operators 
contacting the net. 

"We look for reporting stations that can provide 
us with any measured or estimated weather in-
formation that we can relay directly to the fore-
casters at the National Hurricane Center in Mi-
ami. Such weather information we look for is 
maximum sustained winds, wind gusts, wind di-
rection, barometric pressure, and rainfall amount 
-- how much over x-amount of time, storm surge, 
and damage," Graves said. "Also, should you 
have any outgoing health and welfare traffic be-
fore, during, or after this event, we are happy to 

http://www.w4amc.com
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assist as we work closely with the Salvation Ar-
my Team Emergency Radio Network." 

Graves also said, as a reminder, the HWN is 
available to provide backup communications to 
official agencies, such as Emergency Opera-
tions Centers, American Red Cross officials, 
and storm shelters in the affected area. They 
also collect and forward significant damage as-
sessment data to government and non-
government officials. 

Amateur radio operators who want to monitor or 
participate in the hurricane nets should visit 
these two useful and informative links: 

The Hurricane Watch Net - Useful Links 

VoIP Hurricane Net 

Special thanks to HWN Manager Bobby 
Graves, KB5HAV, and ARRL PIC Angel L. San-
tana-Diaz, WP3GW for information in this arti-
cle. 

Girl Scouts Receive ARRL Radio 
and Wireless Technology Patches 
On Saturday, September 10, 2022, the York 
County Amateur Radio Society (YCARS) in 
Rock Hill, South Carolina, helped 22 Girl Scouts 
earn their ARRL Radio and Wireless Technolo-
gy patch. 

Created in 2016, the Radio and Wireless Tech-
nology Patch Program offers Girl Scouts oppor-
tunities to learn about wireless technology, in-
cluding amateur radio. Girl Scouts are encour-
aged to participate in activities that help them 
gain knowledge and skills in careers and sub-
jects that involve science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM). 

The program activity was part of the Girl Scouts 
Love State Parks annual event. YCARS Out-
reach Coordinator Vicki Carnes, AD3I, and six 
other club members presented the program. 
Other amateur radio operators were available to 
help the Girl Scouts get on the air and com-

municate using amateur radio.  

Carnes said some of the most enjoyed activities 
included a hands-on demonstration of Lenz's law 
that used copper tubing and a magnet, making 
and using tin cans with string telephones, and 
coding and decoding words using the phonetic 
alphabet. The breakdown for the Girl Scouts par-
ticipating were: 11 Brownies, four Juniors, four 
Cadettes, two Seniors, and one Ambassador.  

Carnes said YCARS is very involved in the Ama-
teur Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®), and 
it was an honor to play a small part in these Girl 
Scouts' journeys through Girl Scouts of the USA. 
Engaging their members by getting involved with 
ARES, Girl Scouts, and other charitable organi-
zations is just one way that YCARS serves its 
community. Read "Club Station" in the Septem-
ber 2022 issue of QST for more information 
about how YCARS has rebuilt itself into being an 
active club, and other ways that they engage 
their membership by way of public service. 

"ARRL is eager to encourage opportunities to 
involve scouts with ham radio," said ARRL Edu-
cation and Learning Manager Steve Goodgame, 
K5ATA. "Congratulations to YCARS and the Girl 
Scouts for an outstanding activity," he added.  

Annual SET Exercise to Test 
Skills and Emergency Prepared-
ness 
The ARRL Simulated Emergency Test (SET) is 
scheduled for October 1 - 2, 2022. The SET is 
ARRL's annual national emergency exercise and 
is designed to assess the skills and prepared-
ness of Amateur Radio Emergency Service

®
 

(ARES
®
) volunteers, as well as those affiliated 

with other organizations involved in emergency 
and disaster responses. 

"The SET provides an opportunity to evaluate 
equipment and skills, and to gauge the level of 
preparedness," said ARRL Director of Emergen-
cy Management Josh Johnston, KE5MHV. 
"Additionally, it helps with interaction between 

http://www.w4amc.com
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other amateur radio operators and strengthens 
the level of training we all have." 

The SET encourages maximum participation 
by all radio amateurs and partner organiza-
tions, as well as national, state, and local offi-
cials who typically engage in emergency or dis-
aster responses. In addition to ARES volun-
teers, those active in the National Traffic Sys-
tem™ (NTS™), Radio Amateur Civil Emergen-
cy Service (RACES), National Weather Service 
(NWS) SKYWARN®, Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT), and a variety of oth-
er allied groups and public service-oriented ra-
dio amateurs are needed to fulfill important 
roles in this nationwide exercise. 

This year, ARRL introduces a new program of 
accessible online reporting forms that allow 
SET participants to report activity directly to 
ARRL Headquarters. The new forms allow 
Emergency Coordinators and Net Managers to 
report traffic and activity. Public Information 
Officers and Coordinators, as well as Section 
Emergency Coordinators and Section Manag-
ers, can also upload press releases and pic-
tures online. 

The SET offers volunteers an opportunity to 
assess equipment, modes, and skills under 
simulated emergency conditions and scenari-
os. Individuals can use the time to update a go
-kit for use during deployments and to ensure 
their home station's operational capability dur-
ing an emergency or disaster. To get involved, 
contact your local ARRL Emergency Coordina-
tor or Net Manager. 
 
SET guidelines and access to the forms can be 
found at www.arrl.org/public-service-field-
services-forms. 
 

Three Hams Make the Most of 
an Emergency Scenario 
Three members of the Central Ohio Severe 
Weather Network (COSWN) found themselves 
in an unanticipated situation last week as they 
arrived for their weekly weather net at their op-

erations center in Columbus, Ohio. 

Amateur radio operators Bradley Howard, 
KE8SVT; Brian Burley, KE8ANW, and John Ross, 
KD8IDJ, discovered they didn't have access to the 
COSWN operations center. All three are experi-
enced operators who regularly carry handheld ra-
dios, or have radios mounted in their vehicles. In 
turn, they decided to treat this as an "emergency 
scenario" to simulate establishing an emergency 
communications network in the event of an actual 
emergency. 

They went to their cars and accessed what equip-
ment they had and what equipment they would 
need to set up an Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) in the parking lot. They found three folding 
chairs and an empty 5-gallon bucket for a make-
shift table. A mobile radio was pulled from its un-
der-dash mount in Burley's car (connected to a 
trunk-mounted antenna) and set it on the table. 

"We all were pretty amazed by how fast it came 
together -- about 5 minutes," said Ross. "Howard 
had copies of the scripts and procedures and we 
were able to get the net up and running on time." 
Disassembly only took 5 minutes. 

Burley said he, too, was surprised by the setup 
speed and was glad he could help. 

"I believe this underscores the importance of train-
ing and working in different scenarios, so we can 
always be ready for the unexpected," said How-
ard. "Our commitment to Central Ohio is to be 
ready when severe weather hits, and we will work 
to always uphold that responsibility." 

All three now suggest different training opportuni-
ties to ensure COSWN is fully prepared. 

***Editor's note*** John Ross, KD8IDJ, is the 
ARRL News Editor and a member of the COSWN 
Board of Trustees. COSWN is an ARRL Affiliated 
Club. 

Amateur Radio Operators Contin-
ue Response to Hurricane Ian 
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As Hurricane Ian made its way across Florida, 
and now heads toward South Carolina, amateur 
radio operators have continued to provide com-
munications support for weather updates and re-
quests for assistance. 

The hurricane made landfall at 3:00 PM Eastern 
Time on Wednesday, September 28, 2022, just 
south of Tampa, Florida, as a Category 4 hurri-
cane with winds of 150 miles per hour. Millions of 
residents are without power, and damage was 
reported as extensive along the storm's initial 
path. As of 5 PM ET on Thursday, the National 
Hurricane Center (NHC) reported that Ian is 
"taking aim at the Carolinas and Georgia with life-
threatening flooding, storm surge, and strong 
winds." 

ARRL Director of Emergency Management Josh 
Johnston, KE5MHV, has been in regular contact 
with ARRL Section Managers and Section Emer-
gency Coordinators in Florida and throughout the 
southeastern US. Johnston said ARRL is also in 
touch with national-level partners, including FE-
MA and the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Securi-
ty Agency (CISA), should any requests for direct 
emergency communications via amateur radio be 
needed. 

 

Johnston said 
many ARRL 
Amateur Ra-
dio Emergen-
cy Service

®
 

(ARES
®
) vol-

unteers and 
their groups 
are involved 
across Flori-
da, Georgia, 
and South 
Carolina. 
"Many ARES 
groups 
throughout 
Florida have 
been in a state of readiness since before the 

 
An ARES activation setup at Palm Harbor Uni-
versity High School, one of some 25 shelters 
in Pinellas County, Florida, providing commu-
nications in case of infrastructure failure. Radi-
os communicate directly to the Pinellas County 
Emergency Operations Center. [ARRL mem-
ber Stephen Foy, N4FOY, photo] 

weekend," said Johnston. "These amateur radio 
volunteers are well-connected with their state 
and local emergency management partners in 
government and non-government organizations." 
Johnston also said that there are ARES mem-
bers, at the request of the Florida Division of 
Emergency Management, serving in the state 
Emergency Operations Center. Many ARES 
groups are also operating in several shelter loca-
tions. 

ARRL has previously deployed Ham Aid kits in 
the region. The kits include amateur radio equip-
ment for disaster response when communica-
tions equipment is unavailable. 

W1AW, the Maxim Memorial Station at ARRL's 
headquarters in Connecticut, has activated its 
Winlink station to handle PACTOR III and IV 
messages and traffic, as well as its SHARES sta-
tion, NCS310. 

 

"In our 
[ARRL's] ex-
perience, 
amateur ra-
dio's re-
sponse will 
continue to 
play out, 
sometimes 
even more 
significantly, 
after the storm passes and communities enter a 
period of recovery," said Johnston. "As needs are 
assessed, such as disruptions to power and com-
munications, our ARRL Section leaders and 
ARES groups may receive additional requests for 
more activations and deployments." 

Bobby Graves, KB5HAV, Net Manager for the 
Hurricane Watch Net (HWN), said the net is now 
transitioning from receiving weather data to gath-
ering post-storm reports (read "Hurricane Watch 
Net Update for Ian," ARRL News, 9/29/2022). 

"These reports include damage and areas that 
are flooded," said Graves. "This gives the fore-
casters additional information they need. Also, 

 
Orange County (Florida) ARES at the Orange 
County Emergency Operations Center, provid-
ing backup communications. Pictured is Emer-
gency Coordinator John Knott, N4JTK 
[Assistant Emergency Coordinator Michael 
Cauley, W4ORL, photo] 
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since FEMA has an office in the National Hurri-
cane Center, they look over these reports to get 
a bigger picture of what has happened, which in 
turn helps them to get help and humanitarian as-
sistance where it is needed." 

Graves added that the HWN will be assisting 
with emergency, priority, and any Health and 
Welfare Traffic. The net may continue operations 
for days. The HWN will issue an after-action re-
port to detail the number of amateur radio opera-
tors who participated on the net. 

Assistant HWN Net Manager Stan Broadway, 
N8BHL, said they have been filing reports since 
September 26, 2022, and over 125 specific re-
ports have been filed to the NHC from stations in 
the area. "We have handled other reports, not 
included in the database, for damage and other 
storm-related situations," said Broadway. "One 
such call involved a relayed report of a woman 
trapped in her home with a collapsed wall in the 
Ft. Meyer area. That report was relayed to Lee 
County Emergency Communications to dispatch 
a rescue team." 

The VoIP Hurricane Net has been active as well. 
Director of Operations for the VoIP Hurricane 
Net and ARRL Eastern Massachusetts ARES 
Section Emergency Coordinator Rob Macedo, 
KD1CY, said the net will remain active potential-
ly through 11:00 PM EDT on Thursday evening, 
supporting WX4NHC, the Amateur Radio Station 
at the National Hurricane Center in Miami, Flori-
da. WX4NHC will be active through this period 
for as long as needed. 

Use these additional links for more information: 

The Hurricane Watch Net - Useful Links 

VoIP Hurricane Net  

Club Grant Application Period 
Open Until November 4 
The ARRL Foundation Club Grant Program 
opened a second grant proposal period which 
began September 7, 2022, and runs until No-
vember 4, 2022, at 7 PM Eastern Time. Radio 

clubs can apply now, and information about the 
program can be found on the ARRL website at 
www.arrl.org/club-grant-program. 

Following the first proposal period that ran earlier 
this year, 128 clubs applied for grants with a vari-
ety of outstanding projects. Emphasis is placed 
on projects that have a component of community 
involvement, training, new ham development, and 
club revitalization. Twenty-four clubs were chosen 
and nearly $270,000 was awarded. 

Clubs that applied in the first round and did not 
receive a grant are urged to reapply. The ARRL 
Foundation will award an additional $230,000 in 
grants at the end of the second application round. 

An informational webinar was held on September 
7, and a recording of that event can be seen on 
ARRL's YouTube channel at https://youtu.be/
ZNvc_eeIIwU.  
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More Announcements 
 

W1AW, the Hiram Percy Maxim Me-
morial Station located at ARRL 
Headquarters in Newington, Con-
necticut, is fulfilling QSL card requests 
with a commemorative card celebrating 
the Amateur Radio Transatlantic Commu-
nications Centennial. The special card will 
be issued for all W1AW QSL card requests for 
contacts made with the station from Decem-
ber 11, 2021, to December 31, 2022. The his-
toric transatlantic tests of 100 years ago con-
tributed to the dawn of international amateur 
radio communications. US amateurs contact-
ing W1AW who would like a QSL card should 
send their card directly to the station with a 
SASE (Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope). 
International stations may confirm receipt of 
transmissions directly to W1AW with one IRC 
or via the W1 Incoming QSL Bureau. 
 

Amateur radio operators are needed 
for the Marine Corps Marathon on 
October 30, 2022, in Washington, 
DC, and Arlington, Virginia. The call is 
for 150 amateur radio operators to provide 
"eyes on the course" using the 144 and 420 
MHz bands, with FM and Digital Smart Tech-
nologies for Amateur Radio (D-STAR), and a 
Medical Data Network using Amateur Radio 
Emergency Data Network (AREDN). Amateur 
radio will also be used as back-up communi-
cations in case all else fails. Operators will 
prepare themselves, supplies, and equipment 
to function in a large-scale, multi-jurisdictional, 
mass casualty-type event under real-world 
conditions. Training will be provided, and each 
operator will receive a commemorative T-shirt. 
Amateurs can sign up by following the link 
www.mcmham.org. To learn more about the 
2022 Marine Corps Marathon, visit their web-
site at Marine Corps Marathon.  
NOTE: Recommend not waiting to the last 
minute to sign up. 
 

ARRL has introduced the third edition of Get 
On the Air with HF Digital, by Steve Ford, 
WB8IMY. The book, written in an easy-to- un-
derstand style, covers how to set up and oper-
ate your own HF digital station. Ford includes 
details for making contacts using 11 different 
digital modes, including the PACTOR system, 
the weak-signal WSJT-X modes, VARA, and 
JS8Call. Join the millions of amateur radio oper-
ators worldwide studying propagation with 
WSPR, contesting with RTTY, and ragchewing 
with JS8Call. Order your copy from ARRL and 
ARRL publication dealers. 

 
JOTA-JOTI 2022 (Jamboree-on-the-Air-
Jamboree-on-the-Internet), the world's larg-
est amateur radio Scout event, is set for Oc-
tober 14 - 16, 2022. The event connects mil-
lions of young people around the world for a full 
weekend of amateur radio and online activities 
that promote friendship and global citizenship. 
Using both the airwaves and the Internet, JOTA
-JOTI enables young people and volunteers to 
participate in fun and engaging group activities 
focused on developing 21st century skills 
through Scouting. JOTA is one of World Scout-
ing's longest-running global events, dating back 
to 1958. JOTA-JOTI aims to support young peo-
ple of all ages to learn about communications 
technology, the values of global citizenship, and 
their role in creating a better world. To register 
and learn more about JOTA-JOTI, visit their 
website at www.jotajoti.info. 
 

ARRL Online Groups. ARRL manages 
several online forums (groups.io) where all radio 
amateurs - ARRL members and non-members 
alike - can discuss issues and topics in two-way 
conversation with ARRL staff and leadership. 
The groups are aimed at enhancing communi-
cation among ARRL leadership, staff, members, 
and prospective members, in a manner that en-
ables timely updates and collegial discussion. 
The current ARRL online subgroups include the 
following: 

• Antenna Law and Policy Forum 

http://www.w4amc.com
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• ARRL-Awards 

• ARRL-Contesting 

• ARRL-Education 

• ARRL-HF-Band-Planning 

• ARRL-LoTW 

• ARRL-New-Hams 

• ARRL-Regulatory-Affairs 

Feedback to ARRL 

Visit https://www.arrl.org/arrl-groups for more 
information. 

The Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association 
(PAARA) will celebrate their 85th anniver-
sary on October 29, 2022, at Memorial Park 
in Cupertino, California. PAARA was founded 
in 1937, and is dedicated to improving the skills 
of radio amateurs for recreational purposes and 
emergency communications. The event is open 
to everyone and will begin at 10:00 AM PT. 
PAARA will operate a special event station with 
the call sign, W6P. In addition, two HF stations 
will be operating along with a Get on the Air 
(GOTA) station. There will be a special ARRL 
presentation at 1:00 PM PT. Visit the PAARA 
website, www.paara.org, for QSL card infor-
mation and further details about the event. 
 
Southern Ohio Amateur Radio Association 
(SOARA) and Lawrence County Amateur Ra-
dio Emergency Service

®
 (ARES

®
) members 

will participate in an On the Air Special His-
torical Event on Saturday, October 1. 
SOARA members invited amateur radio clubs 
across the tristate area to participate in this 
event. They will be operating on several differ-
ent frequencies from the Burlington Commons 
Park shelter on the riverbank in Burlington, 
Ohio, from 9 AM - 2 PM. The radio stations will 
use SOARA's call sign, W8SOE. This year, in 
keeping with the historical event series, SOARA 
will bring attention to the early history of Law-

rence County and its first county seat, established 
in 1817, in Burlington. The event will focus on the 
importance of Burlington as part of the Under-
ground Railroad. This event will be the first for the 
ARRL Ohio Section at this location. "This event 
has all the opportunities for a fun-filled family day 
to engage the public and learn about the rich his-
tory of Burlington," said SOARA Public Infor-
mation Officer Mike Love, WB8YKS. An effort will 
be made to raise public awareness of amateur 
radio and the benefits of getting licensed, as well 
as emergency and community service. A special 
certificate will be issued to all amateurs who con-
tact SOARA. "I am excited that the SOARA mem-
bers have decided to have their special event 
here at the Burlington Commons [Park] and are 
focusing on our area's history," said Concerned 
Citizens of the Burlington Area President Tamara 
Howard. Eddie Jenkins, N8URU, Assistant ARES 
Coordinator and SOARA Assistant Volunteer Ex-
aminer Testing Team Leader added, "The special 
event station will mimic the emergency conditions 
required during a total communications failure. 
This includes telephone, commercial radio, televi-
sion, cell phone, and web access due to devastat-
ing weather, earthquakes, and wildfire condi-
tions," stated.  

Pete Smith, N4ZR, is looking for call sign up-
dates to include in the latest update of the Re-
verse Beacon Network (RBN) pattern file that 
will be released ahead of the fall contest sea-
son. Smith encourages anyone who wants their 
updated call signs to be included in the October 1 
release to email him at pete.n4zr@gmail.com be-
fore September 25. -- Thanks to Paul Bourque, 
N1SFE, and the ARRL Contest Update for the 
information. 
 
The 75th anniversary of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) is being celebrated over a 
period of several months by various activities. 
A special event call sign, K4C/75, will be active 
September 16 - 30, 2022. The operators are sign-
ing K4C/75 from locations in northern Virginia to 
distinguish this operation from previous temporary 
users of the call sign. The QSL Manager is 
Gerard Rossano, N4JR. 
 

The Radio Amateur Society of Australia 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.arrl.org/arrl-groups
https://www.paara.org
mailto:pete.n4zr@gmail.com
mailto:contest-update@arrl.org
mailto:contest-update@arrl.org
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(RASA) was able to gain permission to use 
an AX prefix for their call signs to commem-
orate the life of Queen Elizabeth II. The al-
lowed use of the AX prefix began on September 
19, 2022. VK amateurs may exchange VK with 
AX until September 23, 2022. Normally, the VK 
prefix is reserved for use only on three specific 
days of the year. But the RASA and the Wire-
less Institute of Australia (WIA) worked with the 
Australian Communications and Media Authority 
(ACMA) so that the VK prefix could be used in 
this manner.  

Andy Clift, G6PJZ, has achieved the coveted 
Summits on the Air (SOTA) Mountain Goat 
status for reaching 1,000 activator points. 
His Mountain Goat-qualifying activation took 
place from Helvellyn in the English Lake District 
in Cumbria, England. Andy's SOTA journey 
started back in 2015, when he learned about the 
program by answering a CQ call from a SOTA 
activator. He soon activated his first summit -- 
Rogan's Seat in the Yorkshire Dales in England 
-- and started, as so many do, a keen obsession 
over the ensuing years. Reflecting on his 
achievement, Andy commented, "Without SOTA 
I would not do anywhere near as much walking. 
I would not be as active on the radio, and I 
would not have discovered some of the fantastic 
smaller Marilyns [parts of larger mountain sys-
tems that are situated in protected areas] that 
people don't bother travelling to." For more infor-
mation about SOTA, visit www.sota.org.uk.  
 

Special Bulletin 9  ARLX009 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT  September 23, 2022 
To all radio amateurs  
 
SB SPCL ARL ARLX009 
ARLX009 Amateur Radio Operators Track Hurricane 
Fiona 
 
The National Hurricane Center (NHC), the Hurricane 
Watch Net (HWN), the Voice over Internet Protocol 
(VoIP) Hurricane Net, and the Salvation Army Team 
Emergency Radio Network (SATERN) all have been 
engaged in tracking Hurricane Fiona. 

 
Amateur radio operators have been reporting weath-
er conditions since Monday, September 19, 2022, and 
have received positive feedback on their assistance. 
The VoIP Hurricane Net was active for 14 continuous 
hours on Sunday, September 18, for Hurricane Fiona, 
as it pummeled the southern and southwestern por-
tions of Puerto Rico with catastrophic rainfall and 
flooding with hurricane-force conditions. 
 
In the ARRL Puerto Rico Section, Public Information 
Coordinator 
(PIC) Angel L. Santana-Diaz, WP3GW, who lives in Tru-
jillo Alto, reported a widespread blackout as the hurri-
cane made landfall on the island. Still, he explained, 
there were ham radio repeaters that remained on the 
air with amateurs sharing reports of damage, includ-
ing downed trees and power poles, and roofs ripped 
from homes. 
ARRL Member Pedro S. Labayen, KP4DKE, of Utuado, 
was mentioned in a Miami Herald article for reporting 
the significant damage to his rural and mountainous 
region of the island. 
 
The NHC has issued advisories for Hurricane Fiona and 
Tropical Storm Gaston. Marine warnings are also in 
effect for the Caribbean and the Southwest Atlantic. 
As of 2:00 PM EDT (1800 UTC) on Thursday, Septem-
ber 22, the NHC reported that Hurricane Fiona is fore-
cast to pass just west of Bermuda by late Thursday 
evening, approach Nova Scotia on Friday, and move 
across Nova Scotia and into the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
on Saturday. Fiona is a category 4 hurricane with max-
imum sustained winds near 130 mph (215 km/h) with 
higher gusts. 
 
In advance of the hurricane, the Radio Society of Ber-
muda activated their Emergency Measures Organiza-
tion (EMO) on Wednesday, September 21, at 1:43 PM 
ET and plans to have 14 active amateurs monitoring 
the hurricane network. Plans are to use local repeat-
ers, unless there's a power loss, then they'll switch to 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.sota.org.uk/
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simplex. They're currently monitoring 14.283 MHz 
and will continue to monitor that frequency. 
 
The HWN will be activated on Thursday, September 
22, at 5:00 PM EDT/AST (2100 UTC) on the primary 
frequency of 14.325 MHz. 
Activation for the 40-meter net on 7.268 MHz will be 
at 7:00 PM EDT/AST (2300 UTC). The net will be on 20 
meters for as long as propagation will allow and will 
remain active on 40 meters until it's no longer re-
quired, or propagation goes away. 
 
However, should Hurricane Fiona make direct land-
fall, operations will resume on Friday, September 23, 
at 9:00 AM EDT/AST (1300 UTC) to assist with post-
storm reports and any outgoing health and welfare 
traffic, which would be directed toward SATERN. 
 
HWN Manager Bobby Graves, KB5HAV, offered some 
suggestions for amateur radio operators contacting 
the net. 
 
"We look for reporting stations that can provide us 
with any measured or estimated weather information 
that we can relay directly to the forecasters at the 
National Hurricane Center in Miami. Such weather 
information we look for is maximum sustained winds, 
wind gusts, wind direction, barometric pressure, and 
rainfall amount -- how much over x-amount of time, 
storm surge, and damage," Graves said. "Also, should 
you have any outgoing health and welfare traffic be-
fore, during, or after this event, we are happy to as-
sist as we work closely with the Salvation Army Team 
Emergency Radio Network." 
 
Graves also said, as a reminder, the HWN is available 
to provide backup communications to official agen-
cies, such as Emergency Operations Centers, Ameri-
can Red Cross officials, and storm shelters in the 
affected area. They also collect and forward signifi-
cant damage assessment data to government and 
non-government officials. 
 

Amateur radio operators who want to monitor or par-
ticipate in the hurricane nets should visit these two 
useful and informative links: 
 
The Hurricane Watch Net - Useful Links: 
 
https://hwn.org/tools/useful-links.html 
 
VoIP Hurricane Net: 
 
https://voipwx.net/ 
 
 

The 70th Rock Hill Hamfest and 2022 ARRL 
South Carolina Section Convention, originally 
planned for October 1, 2022, has been post-
poned. The event sponsor, York County Amateur 
Radio Society (YCARS), said the postponement 
is due to the projected path of Hurricane Ian. 
YCARS announced that the make-up date will be 
Saturday, November 12, 2022. For more infor-
mation, visit the YCARS website. 

On September 25, 2022, the Mid Cornwall 
Beacon and Repeater Group (MCBARG) 
brought into service three new CW and FT8 
beacons at 28.205 MHz, 40.050 MHz, and 
60.300 MHz, each using the call sign 
GB3MCB. Located at IO70OJ on a 100-foot tow-
er at 1000 feet above sea level, these beacons, 
constructed by Peter Taylor, G8BCG, are ideally 
situated for transatlantic Es/F2 and trans-
equatorial propagation (TEP). The new beacons 
are co-located with existing beacons on 50 MHz 
(as part of the Synchronized Beacon Project), in 
addition to those on 70 MHz, 144 MHz, 432 MHz, 
1296 MHz, and 10 GHz. GB3MCB is, de facto, 
the UK's premier beacon cluster. The new low-
VHF cluster at 28, 40, 50, 60, and 70 MHz will 
enable invaluable propagation monitoring and 
analysis as the MUF rises. Reception reports are 
always welcome, and MCBARG encourages op-
erators to spot the beacons whenever and wher-
ever they are heard. For further information and 
contact details, visit MCBARG.  

 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://hwn.org/tools/useful-links.html
https://voipwx.net/
https://www.ycars.org/
https://gb3nc.org.uk/home/beacons
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BARC Website, some Blog 
page Titles 
 
How to run a special-event 
station 
 

JOTA at Greeville, NC  with 
BARC. 

VOA Site “C” Project (Blog) 
 

Morserino 32 adventure 
 
What to do when you see a 
need… – Brightleaf Ama-
teur Radio Club 
(w4amc.com)  
 
CQ WW VHF Contest – 
Brightleaf Amateur Radio 
Club (w4amc.com)  
 
Antenna Fun! – Brightleaf 
Amateur Radio Club 
(w4amc.com)  
 
Field Day Report 6/27/2021 
– Brightleaf Amateur Radio 
Club (w4amc.com)  
 
Even more than this on the 
website. 
 
Feel free to view, comment and 
add. 

*** Membership Dues*** 
 

 Membership dues for BARC are due January 1 every 
year. Membership dues are as follows and are almost 
the same as 2020: • Regular Member $20.00 • Family 
Member $2.00 • Associate Member (Non-Licensed) 
$5.00 • Life Members $0.00 • New Hams:  Free first cal-
endar year (Jan. to Dec.) 
  We are requesting that you send the application form 
in, so that we can have your correct information on file. 
The form can be downloaded at: 
 https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for
-membership.pdf 
  Please give the application and dues to the Treasurer 
at the meeting or mail your dues, along with the member 
application form to:  
Brightleaf Amateur Radio Club, P.O. Box 8387, Green-
ville, NC 27835  
  Or go to https://w4amc.com/membership/ to use PayPal 
at the page bottom. 
  If there are any questions concerning membership sta-
tus or dues, please contact Treasurer@w4amc.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and participation in 
BARC.  

**Renew/Join Now** 
Help Support  BARC. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://w4amc.com/2022/02/19/how-to-run-a-special-event-station/
https://w4amc.com/2022/02/19/how-to-run-a-special-event-station/
https://w4amc.com/2021/11/13/jota-at-greeville-nc/
https://w4amc.com/2021/11/13/voa-site-c-project/
https://w4amc.com/2021/10/16/morserino-32-adventure/
https://w4amc.com/2021/08/03/what-to-do-when-you-see-a-need/
https://w4amc.com/2021/08/03/what-to-do-when-you-see-a-need/
https://w4amc.com/2021/08/03/what-to-do-when-you-see-a-need/
https://w4amc.com/2021/08/03/what-to-do-when-you-see-a-need/
https://w4amc.com/2021/07/21/cq-ww-vhf-contest/
https://w4amc.com/2021/07/21/cq-ww-vhf-contest/
https://w4amc.com/2021/07/21/cq-ww-vhf-contest/
https://w4amc.com/2021/07/11/antenna-fun/
https://w4amc.com/2021/07/11/antenna-fun/
https://w4amc.com/2021/07/11/antenna-fun/
https://w4amc.com/2021/06/28/field-day-report-6-27-2021/
https://w4amc.com/2021/06/28/field-day-report-6-27-2021/
https://w4amc.com/2021/06/28/field-day-report-6-27-2021/
https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for-membership.pdf
https://n4pvh.files.wordpress.com2020/11/application-for-membership.pdf
mailto:Treasurer@w4amc.com


 Ham Chatter 

PAGE 60 October 2022 

http://www.w4amc.com                           BARC on the Web     

 

 

HURRICANE AND EMERGENCY INFOR-
MATION RESOURCES 

National Hurricane Center 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 
 
Tropical Tidbits (current forecast models) 
https://www.tropicaltidbits.com/ 
 
Active Red Cross Shelters 
maps.redcross.org/website/maps/
ARC_Shelters.html 

Red Cross Safe and Well 
www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-
and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-
loved-ones.html 
 
Facebook Safety Check 
www.facebook.com/about/safetycheck 
 
Hurricane Watch Net 
hwn.org 

VOIP Hurricane Net 
voipwx.net 
 
Amateur Radio at the National Hurricane 
Center 
www.WX4NHC.org 
 
FEMA - Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 
www.fema.gov 

Ready.gov - Plan ahead for disasters 
www.ready.gov 

Hurricane Central - The Weather Channel 
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane 
 

Nets to Know 
Caribbean Emergency Weather Net - Meets 
daily at 1030Z and 2230Z on 3815 kHz. 

Hurricane Watch Net -- 14.325 MHz, 7.268 
MHz -- Activated whenever a hurricane is with-
in 300 nautical miles of expected landfall. Dis-

seminates storm information and relays mete-
orological data to National Hurricane Center 
via embedded NHC station WX4NHC. Also 
relays post-storm damage reports and other 
relevant information.  

Intercontinental Net operates from 7 AM to 
noon US Eastern Time on 14.300 MHz, 
providing a means of emergency communica-
tions to any location where normal communi-
cations are disrupted. 

Marine Maritime Services Net -- 14.300 MHz -
- The network acts as a weather beacon for 
ships during periods of severe weather and 
regularly repeats high seas and tropical 
weather warnings and bulletins from the Na-
tional Weather Service and the National Hurri-
cane Center.  

Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Net-
work (SATERN) -- 14.260 MHz -- The pur-
pose of the SATERN net is to support the Sal-
vation Army operations in local, regional and 
international disaster situations. - ARRL US 
Virgin Islands Section News 

http://www.w4amc.com
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.tropicaltidbits.com/
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
http://maps.redcross.org/website/maps/ARC_Shelters.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-and-recovery-services/contact-and-locate-loved-ones.html
https://www.facebook.com/about/safetycheck/
http://hwn.org/
http://voipwx.net/
http://www.wx4nhc.org/
http://www.wx4nhc.org/
http://www.fema.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane
https://www.dxzone.com/dx30956/caribbean-emergency-and-weather-net.html#:~:text=The%20Amateur%20Radio%20network%20now,North%20and%20South%20American%20friends.
http://www.hwn.org
http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/
http://mmsn.org/
https://qso.com/satern/SATERNNets.html
https://qso.com/satern/SATERNNets.html
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NETS 
VHF/UHF 
♦BARC Net, Mondays, 2000 on 147.09 
MHz, W4GDF Repeater. 
♦Down East Hospital Net, 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at noon 
Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone 
N4HAJ, Traffic Net  2030 local 
Fountain 444.425 MHZ, 88.5 Tone 
N4HAJ  
♦Newport-145.450..... IRLP 8561 links to 
Columbia 
♦Jacksonville-147.000- 88.5 tone  
♦Oriental-147.210-151.4 tone 
♦444 Newport-444.825- 88.5 tone 
♦Swansboro-146.760- 88.5 tone 
♦Grantsboro-145 230 - 85.4 tone. 
♦Kinston Amateur Radio Society Net, 
1,3,4 Tuesdays, 2000 hrs. on 145.47 
MHz., W4OIX repeater in Kinston. 
♦Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net, 
Every night, 2030 on 444.725-91.5 tone. 
♦Wilson Amateur Radio Club Net, 
Thursdays @ 2000 on 146.76 MHz. 
♦  Piedmont Coastal Traffic Net, Nightly 
2030 on 444.725MHZ, 91.5 tone 
♦Carteret County ARS (CCARS) 
Emergency Net, Tuesdays, 1930 on the 
Newport 145.45 (-) MHz, tone 100 
♦Coastal Emergency Linking Net, 
Wednesday, 2100 ET on Ahoskie 145.13, 
Buxton 145.15, Columbia 146.835 & 
443.30, Elizabeth City 146.655, 
Greenville, 145.35, Hertford 147.33, 
Williamston 145.41 & 444.25 

 220 Net, Wednesday 2000hrs, 
224.840 MHz –1.6, PL 91.5 

 

HF 
Tar Heel Emergency Communications 
Net on 3923 kHz Nightly 1930. 
NTS CW Nets 
♦3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 
wpm) Carolinas Slow Net 
♦3.573 1900 hours, high speed (20wpm) 
♦3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 
wpm),  South Carolina/North Carolina 
National Traffic System 
Eastern North Carolina Traffic Net 
(ENCTN) 
146.685 (146.085 in) MHz (PL 88.5) 
2030E 

 

Great Lakes Area Winlink Net 
Started 

A new Great Lakes Winlink Net 
has been started to promote the 
use of Winlink and training on 
the various facets of the hybrid 
amateur radio data/internet sys-
tem. The net is open primarily to 
those states that border any of 
the Great Lakes: Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, and the Canadi-
an province of Ontario. Howev-
er, radio amateurs wishing to 
check in from other states or 
provinces anywhere are wel-
comed to participate. This net is 
modeled on the Wisconsin 
ARES Winlink net. 

The net check-in process is as 
follows: Send either a basic, 
plain text message, or use any 
of the forms templates on the 
Winlink Express platform availa-
ble that will allow you to include 
the following line of text in the 
body of the message or in an 
appropriate part on the form you 
choose to send: FIRST NAME, 
CALLSIGN, CITY, COUNTY, 
STATE, COUNTRY. For exam-
ple: RYAN, KB8RCR, REMUS, 
MECOSTA, MICHIGAN, USA. 

The net is on each Wednesday, 
amateurs may send their mes-
sages or forms any time during 
the day using Winlink in any 
mode available, RF or via 
Telnet. Send your message to 
KB8RCR as the recipient on 
Winlink. - Ryan Lughermo, 
KB8RCR, ARRL Assistant Sec-
tion Emergency Coordinator for 
Data Management/Special Pro-

jects, Michigan Section; and Of-
ficial Relay Station From ARES 
March 2021 Newsletter (Editors Note: 
Great way to learn and practice) 

 

The EmComm Training Organi-
zation (ETO) will continue the 
popular Winlink Thursday exer-
cises to foster Winlink-
knowledgeable operators across 
the country. Procedures will in-
clude a weekly exercise for rou-
tine practice with a fourth Thurs-
day exercise of a more challeng-
ing nature. Exercises will almost 
always include a Winlink Ex-
press Check-in form. Please 
send questions about Winlink 
Thursdays. Questions about the 
ETO group can be sent here. 
 
 
The Canadian American Net 
(CANAM) aims to unite hams in 
the Eastern US and Canada. 
Some 40 amateurs from Canada 
and the US typically check in for 
each session, and the net ac-
commodates CW and SSB. The 
Canadian-American Net oper-
ates 7 days a week on 7.153 
MHz, with check-in starting at 
1300 UTC. 
 
Recommend:  Programming 
your local Emergency Simplex 
frequency’s into your Radio’s. 
It’s easier now than when you 
need them. Brightleaf Amateur 
Radio Club uses the Repeater 
frequency in case of Repeater 
failure. 
 

National Hurricane Center  
 Voice over Internet Protocol 

(VoIP) Hurricane Net , Nets: 
14.325MHz, 7.268MHz 

WinLink Nets and Practice 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://wi-aresraces.org/
http://wi-aresraces.org/
mailto:%20WinLink.Technical.Team@EmComm-Training.groups.io
mailto:%20WinLink.Technical.Team@EmComm-Training.groups.io
mailto:%20main+owner@EmComm-Training.groups.io
http://canamnet7153.com/
http://voipwx.net/
http://voipwx.net/
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More Nets: 

New Swap and Trade Net - There will be a new swap 
and trade net starting up on 6 meters 53.25 N4YR re-
peater -1.0 MHz, tone is 100 Hz at 8PM. 

Thursdays: 8:30 PM Forsyth County Auxcomm net 
on 145.47 MHZ. 3rd Thursdays are training programs 
on Zoom at 8:00PM. 

Thursdays: 9:00 PM 2 Meter SSB on 144.200 MHz  

Sundays: 8:30 PM 6 meter SSB net on 50.155 MHZ  

Sundays: CW Legacy Net every Sunday from 12:30-
1:45 p.m. every Sunday afternoon on 7.060. All 
speeds and brands of rigs welcome. Net control: Rick, 
WO8L 

 Tar Heel Emergency Communications Net on 3923 
kHz Nightly 1930. 

South Carolina/North Carolina National Traffic Sys-
tem CW Nets 3.571 2000 hours, slow speed (5-8 
wpm) Carolinas Slow Net 3.573 1900 hours, high 
speed (20wpm) 3.573 2200 hours, slow speed (12-14 
wpm), 

 The have been Ten-Tec Legacy CW slow net and 
CW fast net discontinued. 

 The nets operate on: 

Ten-Tec Legacy SSB 3.927 MHz on Saturday morn-
ing from 6:00 am until 9:30 am 

7.195 MHz on Sunday afternoon from 1:30 pm until 
3:30 pm 

Any radio type is welcome. Netlogger is the preferred 
check-in method but CQ calls are made for those that 
don't have access to Netlogger. More information can 
be found at www.groups.io (search for Ten-Tec Lega-
cy nets).  

Virginia EmComm ( A Winlink practice 
group) 

This is a Facebook Group that practices Winlink 
and other related modes every Wednesday. Many 

Hams all over involved. All are invited to take 
part in it. 

 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Ham Ads will be run, free of charge in Ham Chatter for three months for each 
renewal. Ads must be received by the last week of the month to be included in the 
following issue. Send ads to: Ham Chatter, PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835. 
Or Email the Ham Chatter. 
 

Used Radios and equipment for Sale: 

 

Wanted: Looking for a vintage transmitter. A Johnson Valliant or Ranger 

or similar. Or a crystal controlled rig of the Adventurer or DX35 type. If you 
have one and can part with it, Give me a call. 
Glen W7GS, 252-975-1070 or at VOA in the day time 252-758-2171 Tuesday 
thru Saturday. 

Wanted to buy AL80B Amplifier in good working 
condition. I would consider other 3-500 Amps, but 
would prefer an AL80B. Contact Curtis AK4OA at 
CRW857 (at) AOL (dot) COM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WANTED T-195 TRANSMITTER I know this is a 
long shot but please let me know if you have or 
know of someone with the T-195 transmitter for 
sale. Alternatively, I would purchase the entire 
GRC-19 rig if needed. This is a vintage military rig 
built in 1951. 120W AM, CW, or FSK. Runs on 
26.5VDC at 40 amps with a startup current of 250 
amps. It has two cooling blowers that are as loud as 
your shop vac. Weight 120 lbs. Contact Mack, 
W4AX w4ax.mack gmail com  
 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Antenna and Tower For Sale 
 
Name: Robert K Lyon (Pat) 
Email: pklyon@gmail.com 
 

Message: Daughter of Paul Copeland, former amateur radio operator who died in 2011, owns 
an antenna and tower that she would like to sell. I am a family friend trying to help Elizabeth 
survive. If you know anyone interested in purchasing this equipment, please have them con-
tact me at the above email. 

http://www.w4amc.com
mailto:pklyon@gmail.com
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Commercial Ad Rates 
 

1/8 page, Business Card Size  
$10 per Month - $100 per Year 
Send ads to:  Ham Chatter,  
PO Box 8387, Greenville, NC 27835 
Help support Ham Chatter and the club.   
Donations accepted! 

BARC on FACEBOOK 
https://www.facebook.com/w4amc/ 

Facebook and Group details 
http://www.w4amc.com/barcnews.html#BARC 

 

Pitt County Repeater Association 
http://www.pcra.us/ 

How to print a copy of your FCC License  
by Jim, KV4SJ   
 
To access an official copy of your license: 
 
1. Go to: HTTPs://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/

licManager/login.jsp 
 
2. Log in with your FRN and password. (Also has 

links to find or get your FRN.) 
 
3.   Click on “Download Electronic Authorizations” 
in the links on the left hand side. 
 
4.   Select your call sign in the box labeled “My Au-
thorizations” and click on the Add button to copy it 
into the “Authorizations to Download” box. 
 
5.   Click on the Download button to download an 
official copy of your license in PDF format. 
via Forsyth ARC Newsletter, August 2020 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.pcra.us/
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2022 Starts Here: Just some of the MANY contests and Events 

October 1 - 2 -- Worked All Provinces of China DX Contest (CW) 

October 1 - 2 -- Oceania DX Contest (phone) 

October 1 - 2 -- Russian WW Digital Contest (digital) 

October 1 - 2 -- IARU Region 1 UHF Microwaves Contest (CW, phone, digital) 

October 1 - 2 -- International HELL-Contest (Hell) 

October 1 - 2 -- California QSO Party (CW, phone) 

October 1 - 2 -- SKCC QSO Party (CW) 

October 1 - 2 -- UBA ON Contest SSB (phone) 

October 1 - 2 -- RSGB DX Contest (CW, phone) 

October 2 -- Peanut Power QRP Sprint (CW phone) 

October 3 -- RSGB 80-Meter Autumn Series (CW) 

October 4 -- ARS Spartan Sprint (CW) 

October 5 -- 432 MHz Fall Sprint (CW, phone, digital) 

October 5 -- 5 UKEICC 80-Meter Contest (phone) 

October 6 -- SARL 80-Meter QSO Party (phone) 

October 6 -- NRAU 10-Meter Activity Contest (CW, phone, digital) 

October 6 -- SKCC Sprint Europe (CW) 

Oct 9  . . . . . . . . .  2022 MAYSVILLE HAMFEST 8am-3pm. Free.  See page 2. 

Oct 11 . . . . . . . . . .  BARC Meeting 7pm ZOOM Nate Moreschi, N4YDU  World Radio Sport Team  
   Championships 
Oct. 14-16 . . . . . . .  Jamboree-on-the-Air-Jamboree-on-the-Internet 
Oct 25 . . . . . . . . . .  BARC Board Meeting 7pm Zoom 
Oct 30 . . . . . . . . . .  Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, DC, and Arlington, Virginia 
Nov 8 . . . . . . . . . . . BARC Meeting and ELECTIONS 7pm 
Nov 29 . . . . . . . . . . BARC Board Meeting 7pm Zoom 
Dec 6-7 . . . . . . . . .  Crossband activation of NEPM, the Battleship USS Iowa's original active call 
           sign  
Dec 13 . . . . . . . . . . BARC Christmas Party Meeting 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contest, Events and Meetings 

http://www.w4amc.com
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Dec 27 . . . . . . . . . . BARC Board Meeting, Last for the year. Old and New Officers, please attend. 7pm Zoom 
Dec 30 . . . . . . . . . . BARC 2023 DUES about Due. Please Renew. 
Jan 1, 2023 Starts Here: 
Jan 10 . . . . . . . . . . . BARC Meeting 7pm, Great time to pay Dues if not done yet. 
Jan 31 . . . . . . . . . . . BARC Board Meeting, Chatter needs reports please, Zoom 
 
Contest Calendar: For more Contest and all the rules: 
 https//www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php 

Visit the ARRL Contest Calendar for more events and information. 

Bruce Horn, WA7BNM,  Contest Calendar website. The site now includes a 5-Week Calendar . 
There’s more than I could post available. 

http://www.w4amc.com
https/www.contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/fivewkcal.html
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
BARC Meetings are open to all. 

BARC Regular Meeting - 2nd Tuesday @ 7:00 PM 
Live and  Zoom 
BARC Board Meeting - Last Tuesday @ 7:00 PM 
ZOOM 
 

Upcoming ARRL Section, State, and Division Con-
ventions and Hamfest: 
 
2022: 
 
October 1 | Wichita Area Hamfest, hosting the 
ARRL Kansas State Convention, Wichita, Kansas 
 
October 1 | Rock Hill Hamfest, Cancelled due to 
Hurricane.   Rescheduled to Nov 12, 2022. 
 
October 7- 8 | Melbourne Hamfest, hosting the 
ARRL Florida State Convention, Melbourne, Flor-
ida 

October 7- 8 | Slidell EOC Hamfest, hosting the 
ARRL Louisiana State Convention, Slidell, Louisi-
ana 

October 7- 9 | ARRL Rocky Mountain Division 
Convention, Cheyenne, Wyoming 
 
 Oct 8, Winston-Salem, sponsored by the Forsyth 
Amateur Radio Club, info at https://w4nc.com/  
 
October 9 | Nutmeg Hamfest, hosting the ARRL 
Connecticut State Convention, North Haven, 
Connecticut 

Oct 9, Maysville, information can be found at 
https://www.maysvillehamfest.org/  

October 14 - 16 | Pacificon, hosting the ARRL 
Pacific Division Convention, San Ramon, Califor-
nia 

October 15 | Wisconsin ARES/RACES Confer-

BARC 2 METER NET - MONDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM - 147.09 W4GDF REPEATER - 131.8 Tone 
Down East Hospital Net - 2nd Tuesday at noon - Greenville 444.725 MHz, 91.5 tone N4HAJ 

BRIGHTLEAF AMATEUR RADIO CLUB STATIONS 

W 1 V O A  -  W 4 A M C  -  W 4 U H S  

ence 2022, hosting the ARRL Wisconsin State 
Convention, Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 

Oct 15, Asheville, Vintage Radio Swapfest, in-
formation can be found at https://
www.avlradiomuseum.org/vintage-radio-market  
 
October 29 | CopaFest, hosting the ARRL Ari-
zona State Convention, Maricopa, Arizona 
Find conventions and hamfest’s in your area. 
 
November 5 - 6 | Stone Mountain Hamfest, 
hosting the ARRL Georgia Section Convention, 
Lawrenceville, Georgia 
 
November 12 | Montgomery ARC Hamfest, 
hosting the ARRL Alabama State Convention, 
Montgomery, Alabama 
 

Nov 12, The 70th Rock Hill Hamfest and 
2022 ARRL South Carolina Section Conven-
tion, The event sponsor, York County Amateur 
Radio Society (YCARS), For more information, 
visit the YCARS website. 

 
 
Check the calendar of  events on the ARRL website. 

Find even more Special Events at www.arrl.org/
special-event-stations  

 

2023: 

http://www.w4amc.com
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/wichita-area-hamfest-arrl-kansas-state-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/70th-annual-rock-hill-hamfest-arrl-south-carolina-section-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/melbourne-hamfest-arrl-florida-state-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/slidell-eoc-hamfest-arrl-louisiana-state-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/arrl-rocky-mountain-division-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/arrl-rocky-mountain-division-convention
https://w4nc.com/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/nutmeg-hamfest-arrl-connecticut-state-convention
https://www.maysvillehamfest.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/pacificon-arrl-pacifc-division-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/wisconsin-ares-races-conference-2022-arrl-wisconsin-state-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/wisconsin-ares-races-conference-2022-arrl-wisconsin-state-convention
https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/vintage-radio-market
https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/vintage-radio-market
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/copafest-arrl-arizona-state-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/stone-mountain-hamfest-arrl-georgia-section-convention
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/montgomery-arc-hamfest-arrl-alabama-state-convention-1
https://www.ycars.org/
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations?fbclid=IwAR0zlF3MYJpnMinT0-JJw46WPjr8j42L2_rmQ0Ph1A6wflAZx_mO0t2W_ec
http://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations?fbclid=IwAR0zlF3MYJpnMinT0-JJw46WPjr8j42L2_rmQ0Ph1A6wflAZx_mO0t2W_ec

